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ATTENDANCE BILLS 

 

Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 
Senator Aguirre x   HB 2020 DPA/SE 
Senator Arzberger x   HB 2306 DP 
Senator Blendu x   HB 2309 HELD 
Senator Johnson x   HB 2311 DPA/SE 
Senator Landrum Taylor x   HB 2443 DPA 
Senator C. Gray, Vice Chairman x   HB 2482 DP 
Senator Flake, Chairman x   HB 2626 DPA 
    HCM 2013 DP 

 
 

GOVERNOR’S APPOINTMENTS 
 

Name Position Recommendation 
 
Barbara L. Koffron Member, State Fire Safety Committee CONFIRMATION 

Sharon A. Bonesteel Mann Member, State Fire Safety Committee CONFIRMATION 

Steven R. Brown Member, State Fire Safety Committee CONFIRMATION 

Tracey Westerhausen Member, Arizona State Parks Board CONFIRMATION 

Leslie Wootten Member, Arizona Racing Commission CONFIRMATION 

M. Elizabeth Miles Member, Arizona State Veterinary Medical 
Examining Board 

CONFIRMATION 

Thomas Buschatzke Member, Arizona Water Banking Authority CONFIRMATION 
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Chairman Flake called the meeting to order at 1:45 p.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Barbara L. Koffron – Member, State Fire Safety Committee – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Barbara L. Koffron gave an overview of her resume. 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved the Committee on Natural Resources and Rural 
Affairs recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Barbara L. Koffron 
as a member of the State Fire Safety Committee. The motion CARRIED with a roll 
call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 1). 

 
Sharon A. Bonesteel Mann - Member, State Fire Safety Committee – CONFIRMATION 
RECOMMENDED 
 
Sharon A. Bonesteel Mann gave an overview of her resume and answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved the Committee on Natural Resources and Rural 
Affairs recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Sharon A. Bonesteel 
Mann as a member of the State Fire Safety Committee. The motion CARRIED with 
a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 2). 

 
Steven R. Brown - Member, State Fire Safety Committee – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Steven R. Brown gave an overview of his resume and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved the Committee on Natural Resources and Rural 
Affairs recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Steven R. Brown as a 
member of the State Fire Safety Committee. The motion CARRIED with a roll call 
vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 3). 

 
Tracey Westerhausen – Member, Arizona State Parks Board – CONFIRMATION 
RECOMMENDED 
 
Tracey Westerhausen gave an overview of her resume. 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved the Committee on Natural Resources and Rural 
Affairs recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Tracey 
Westerhausen as a member of the Arizona State Parks Board. The motion 
CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-0-3 (Attachment 4). 
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Leslie Wootten – Member, Arizona Racing Commission – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Leslie Wootten gave an overview of her resume and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved the Committee on Natural Resources and Rural 
Affairs recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Leslie Wootten as a 
member of the Arizona Racing Commission. The motion CARRIED with a roll call 
vote of 4-0-3 (Attachment 5). 

 
M. Elizabeth Miles – Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board – CONFIRMATION 
RECOMMENDED 
 
M. Elizabeth Miles gave an overview of her resume and answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved the Committee on Natural Resources and Rural 
Affairs recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of M. Elizabeth Miles as 
a member of the Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board. The motion 
CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-0-3 (Attachment 6). 

 
Thomas Buschatzke – Arizona Water Banking Authority – CONFIRMATION RECOMMENDED 
 
Thomas Buschatzke gave an overview of his resume and answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved the Committee on Natural Resources and Rural 
Affairs recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Thomas Buschatzke 
as a member of the Arizona Water Banking Authority. The motion CARRIED with a 
roll call vote of 4-0-3 (Attachment 7). 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB 2306 - feral honeybees; public nuisance – DO PASS 
 
Jennifer O’Connor, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Intern, explained HB 2306. 
 
Representative Jennifer Burns, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2306. 
 
Senator Flake explained why he brought this bill back to Committee after it failed one week prior. 
 
Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2306 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 
8). 
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HB 2443 - off-highway vehicles; user fee (NOW: user fee; off-highway vehicles) – DO PASS 
AMENDED 
 
Megan Gnagy, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Analyst, explained HB 2443 and 
the 10-line Flake amendment dated 3/20/07 at 10:16 a.m. (Attachment B) 
 
Representative Jerry Weiers, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2443 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Mike Golightly, Arizona Game and Fish Department, Commissioner, testified in support of HB 
2443 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Mike Senn, Arizona Game and Fish Department, Assistant Director of Field Operations, 
testified in support of HB 2443 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Nick Simonetta, Government Affairs Consultant, testified in support of HB 2443. 
 
Peter Cimellaro, self, testified in support of HB 2443 and answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Drew John, self, testified in support of HB 2443 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Representative Jerry Weiers answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2443 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. 
 
Senator Chuck Gray moved the 10-line Flake amendment dated 3/20/07 at 10:16 
a.m. be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2443 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 
9). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Chuck Gray stated, “I just want to state that I am going to be 
preparing a floor amendment. I spoke with the sponsor of the bill and he is supportive of that, which 
will just address that one issue regarding private property and with that I vote aye.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Flake stated, “This is a very important bill and I have concerns with 
this bill but I also have concerns with the fact of how much something is needed. You know, I am 
usually heading up the road every Friday and about every third car that passes me or I pass on the 
Beeline highway, has a trailer full of quads heading up to recreate. That is summer or winter, it seems 
like those things ride pretty well on the snow also. In my neighborhood there is probably 20 of them 
and it is all private property and I know my grandkids, last weekend, were crying, ‘grandpa come and 
take me out on the quad.’ When I got out there 10 kids hopped on with me and they do not have 
helmets. I know how important it is, I am concerned about how much money is being spent….and a 
lot of this money is going to four different agencies. That is a real concern, whether all of the money is 
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just going to be split up with the agencies and what I feel like, is needed for this…not just the policing 
but controlling the place….or preparing places to ride. I am going to vote aye because I think we need 
to do something, but like Representative Weiers, I do not think this is the end of it. I think we have a 
lot to work on with this but my biggest concern is that this money does not go to the four different 
agencies….and get used up to promote other things rather than the proper use of ATVs. I vote aye.” 
 
HB 2311 - water; maximum daily loads; report – DO PASS AMENDED/STRIKE EVERYTHING 
 
Megan Gnagy, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Analyst, explained the 26 page 
Flake strike everything amendment dated 3/19/07 at 2:35 p.m. (Attachment C) 
 
Representative Konopnicki, District 5, testified in support of HB 2311 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Dennis Miller, Rural Retirement Health Care Consortium, testified in support of HB 2311 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Lesli Sorensen, Government Relations Officer, Arizona State Retirement System, testified as 
neutral on HB 2311 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 

 
Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2311 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. 
 
Senator Chuck Gray moved the 26 page Flake strike everything amendment dated 
3/19/07 at 2:35 p.m. be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2311 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 
10). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Aguirre stated, “I think there is a lot of work that needs to be done. 
I know that I have several constituents that have e-mailed me with their concerns about not being 
able to pay the insurance and medication and treatment from LaPaz County. I am a little concerned 
(inaudible) and I need to follow up on that and with that I vote aye.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Blendu said, “I think in the future we need to look at contribution 
rates. When you have a defined benefit program like we do….that is why they no longer offer defined 
benefit programs in the vast majority of corporations but when you have one, these are the issues 
that you are faced with and I think the contribution rates need to start reflecting the costs of these 
plans. I vote aye.” 
 
HB 2626 - aggregate mining operations recommendation committees – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Jennifer O’Connor, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Intern, explained HB 2626 
and the 7-line Johnson amendment dated 3/20/07 at 4:03 p.m. (Attachment D) 
 
Senator Harper, bill co-sponsor, testified in support of HB 2626. 
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Russell Bowers, Executive Director, Arizona Rock Products Association, testified in support of 
HB 2626. 
 
Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2626 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. 
 
Senator Johnson moved the 7-line Johnson amendment dated 3/20/07 at 4:03 
p.m. be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2626 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 
11). 

 
HB 2482 - sanitary district; conversion; reorganization – DO PASS 
 
Jennifer O’Connor, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Intern, explained HB 2482. 
 
Representative Mason, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2482. 
 
Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2482 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 
12). 

 
HB 2020 - county purchasing; technical correction – DO PASS AMENDED/STRIKE 
EVERYTHING 
 
Dallas Gold, Senate Transportation Research Analyst, explained the 4 page Flake strike 
everything amendment dated 3/19/07 at 10:25 a.m. (Attachment E) 
 
Representative Paton, District 30, testified in support of HB 2020. 
 
Nick Simonetta, Government Affairs Consultant, Kai Farms and Picacho Peak, testified in 
support of the strike everything amendment and submitted a handout of talking points for the subject 
matter (Attachment F). He answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Chris Peterson, Director of Government Affairs, Union Pacific Railroad, testified in opposition to 
HB 2020 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Paul Muthart, self, testified in support of HB 2020. 
 
Jean McGrath, self, testified in support of HB 2020. 
 
Herb Kai, Kai Farms, testified in support of HB 2020. 
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Mark Spencer, self, testified in support of HB 2020. 
 
Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2020 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. 
 
Senator Chuck Gray moved the 4 page Flake strike everything amendment dated 
3/19/07 at 10:25 a.m. be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2020 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 
13). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Aguirre stated, “I myself, last year, tried to contact Mr. Peterson 
many times and he never returned my phone call. We still have a lot of things to talk about and with 
that I vote aye.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Blendu said, “I am not really sure the Corporation Commission is 
the best venue for this but I think we need some venue for it, and with that I will vote aye.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Gray remarked, “I think that from what I have heard today that the 
Union Pacific Railroad has been an extremely bad actor in this and they have basically used their 
own force and might because they are so big and huge and they have kind of picked on the little guys 
in my view. Of course this a good, nice place but I think that they need to take a lot of things into 
consideration. I am slightly concerned, as is Mr. Blendu, about the Corporation Commission. I am not 
sure that the Corporation, as a majority, even wants this authority but, we have got to do something 
because this has so many different consequences and I think we have to hold someone accountable 
and the only way to do that is to make this bill go forward and with that I vote aye.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Flake stated, “I feel exactly the same as the other two, I am not 
sure the Corporation Commission is the answer, even though it is another step to look at it but I have 
concerns. I am a little concerned but I think we have to move something ahead and I vote aye.” 
 
HCM 2013 - railroad rights-of-way – DO PASS 
 

Senator Chuck Gray moved HCM 2013 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 
14). 

 
HB 2309 - solid waste; statewide planning – HELD 
 
Senator Flake announced that HB 2309 would be HELD. 
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There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:10 p.m. 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 Jeff Turner 
 Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. 
Audio archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov)  
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