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Chairman Harper called the meeting to order at 1:31 p.m., and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Harper moved the minutes of March 12, 2007 be approved.   
Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 

  
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB 2127 – state treasurer; duties – DO PASS  
 
Jacob Agron, Government Committee Intern, explained HB 2127.  
 
The Honorable Dean Martin, Arizona State Treasurer, distributed “State of Arizona 
Revenue/Receipts” (Attachment A) and testified in support of HB 2127. 
 

Senator Blendu moved HB 2127 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 1). 

 
HB 2369 – county emergency services; permit moratorium (now: temporary signage; 
preemption; abatement) – DO PASS 
 
Chad Nitsch, Government Committee Analyst, explained HB 2369. 
 
Jim Torgeson, Signwalkers, representing self, testified in support of HB 2369. 
 
Mark Mayer, Designated Lobbyist, Neighborhood Coalition of Greater Tucson, testified in 
opposition to HB 2369. 
 
Shirley Gunther, Intergovernmental Affairs Manager, City of Avondale, testified in opposition to 
HB 2369. 
 
Dale Wiebusch, Director, Systems Advocacy, League of Arizona Cities and Towns, testified in 
opposition to HB 2369. 
 
Bridget Manock, Government Relations Director, City of Scottsdale, testified in opposition to   
HB 2369. 
 
Senator Harper announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill           
(Attachment B). 
 
Representative Robson, bill sponsor, further explained HB 2369. 
 

Senator Blendu moved HB 2369 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-0-3 (Attachment 2). 

 
HB 2065 – forfeiture of office; technical correction (now: construction contract bids; civil 
penalty) – DO PASS 
 
Jacob Agron, Government Committee Intern, explained HB 2065. 
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Matt Lore, League Staff, League of Arizona Cities and Towns, testified in support of HB 2065. 
 
Senator Harper announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill           
(Attachment B). 
 

Senator Blendu moved HB 2065 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-0-3 (Attachment 3). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Flake stated “I am happy that the contractors and the cities and 
the counties got together on something that they could agree on, because I did not like what was 
there before.  I am happy to vote ‘yes’ so hopefully this kind of information will settle some of the 
matters between them.  I vote ‘aye’.” 
 
HB 2489 – special district amendments – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Chad Nitsch, Government Committee Analyst, explained HB 2489 and the following amendments: 
 3-line Harper amendment dated 03/15/07 at 3:55 p.m. (Attachment C) 
 9-line Harper amendment dated 03/16/07 at 1:48 p.m. (Attachment D). 
 
Todd Madeksza, Director of Education and Licensing, County Supervisors Association, 
testified in support of HB 2489. 
 
Ed Hermes, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Department of Agriculture, registered as neutral on         
HB 2489 and the amendment. 
 
Senator Harper announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill           
(Attachment B). 

 
Senator Blendu moved HB 2489 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.   
 
Senator Blendu moved the 3-line Harper amendment dated 03/15/07 at 3:55 p.m.  
be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Blendu moved the 9-line Harper amendment dated 03/16/07 at 1:48 p.m. 
be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Blendu moved HB 2489 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-0-3 (Attachment 
4). 

 
HB 2765 – national guard; civil liability – DO PASS  
 
Chad Nitsch, Government Committee Analyst, explained HB 2765.  
 
Senator Harper announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill           
(Attachment B). 
 

Senator Blendu moved HB 2765 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-0-3 (Attachment 5). 
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HB 2766 – national guard mobilization; border; appropriation – DO PASS 
 
Chad Nitsch, Government Committee Analyst, explained HB 2766. 
 
Ed Flinn, Director of Joint Programs, Department of Emergency and Military Affairs (DEMA), 
testified as neutral, however discussed some of the problems with HB 2766. 
 
Senator Harper announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill           
(Attachment B). 
 

Senator Blendu moved HB 2766 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-0-3 (Attachment 6). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Blendu stated “I really think this needs to be straightened out.  The 
one thing I demand from public policy is clarity.  We cannot send mixed messages, so I am hopeful 
that we can work with the sponsor and figure something out that works for everybody and that the 
Governor will welcome.  I vote ‘aye’ for now.” 
 
HCM 2012 – national guard; border defense – HELD 
 
Jacob Agron, Government Committee Intern, explained HCM 2012. 
 
Senator Harper announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill           
(Attachment B). 
 
Andrew Carlson, Government Affairs Representative, Department of Emergency and Military 
Affairs (DEMA), answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Harper announced that HCM 2012 would be HELD. 
 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Claudia R. Smith, Member, State Personnel Board – RECOMMENDED CONFIRMATION 
 
Claudia R. Smith gave an overview of her background and answered questions posed by the 
Committee members. 
  

Senator Blendu moved the Committee on Government recommend to the full 
Senate the CONFIRMATION of Claudia R. Smith as a Member of the State 
Personnel Board.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 4-0-3 (Attachment 7). 

 
David E. Lara, Member, State Personnel Board – RECOMMENDED CONFIRMATION 
 
David E. Lara gave an overview of his background and answered questions posed by the Committee 
members. 
  

Senator Blendu moved the Committee on Government recommend to the full 
Senate the CONFIRMATION of David E. Lara as a Member of the State Personnel 
Board.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 4-0-3 (Attachment 8). 
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There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:35 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov)  
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