
ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
48TH LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 
 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE ON 
GOVERNMENT 

 
DATE:  March 12, 2007 TIME:   1:30 P.M. ROOM:  SHR3 

 
CHAIRMAN: Senator Harper VICE CHAIRMAN: Senator Blendu 

  
ANALYST: Chad Nitsch INTERN: Jacob Agron 

 
   

 
COMMITTEE  
SECRETARY: 

 
Shelley Ponce 

 

ATTENDANCE BILLS 

 

Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 
Senator Burton Cahill X   HB 2035 DP 
Senator Flake   X HB 2208 DP 
Senator Garcia  X   HB 2254 DP 
Senator L. Gray X   HB 2604 DP 
Senator Pesquiera X   HCM 2006 DP 
Senator Blendu, Vice Chairman X     
Senator Harper, Chairman X     

 
 

GOVERNOR’S APPOINTMENTS  
   

Name Position Recommendation 

Kenneth G. Poocha DIRECTOR, ARIZONA COMMISSION OF INDIAN AFFAIRS CONFIRMATION 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Committee on Government 
 2  March 12, 2007 

Chairman Harper called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m., and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Harper moved the minutes of February 26, 2007 be approved.  Without 
objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 

 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB 2035 – reviser’s technical corrections; 2007 – DO PASS 
 
Chad Nitsch, Government Committee Analyst, explained HB 2035. 
 
Mike Braun, Executive Director, Arizona Legislative Council, introduced the next speaker, Holly 
Hunnicutt. 
 
Holly Hunnicutt, Council Attorney and Editor, Arizona Legislative Council, answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Harper announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill           
(Attachment A). 
 

Senator Blendu moved HB 2035 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 1). 

 
HB 2208 – open meetings; minutes; redacted information (now: open meetings; minutes; 
recordings) – DO PASS 
 
Jacob Agron, Government Committee Intern, explained HB 2208. 
 
Dale Wiebusch, Director, Systems Advocacy, League of Arizona Cities and Towns, answered 
questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
Senator Harper announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill           
(Attachment A). 
 

Senator Blendu moved HB 2208 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 2). 

 
HB 2254 – homeowners’ associations; telecommunications vehicles – DO PASS 
 
Jacob Agron, Government Committee Intern, explained HB 2254. 
 
Rip Wilson, Cox Communications, testified in support of HB 2254. 
 
Senator Harper announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill           
(Attachment A). 
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Senator Blendu moved HB 2254 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-1-1 (Attachment 3). 

 
HB 2604 – electrical districts; elections and electors – DO PASS 
 
Chad Nitsch, Government Committee Analyst, explained HB 2604. 
 
Dan Thelander, President, Santa Cruz Water and Power Districts Association, gave a brief 
history of his association, testified in support of HB 2604, and answered questions posed by the 
Committee members. 
 
Senator Harper announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill           
(Attachment A). 
 

Senator Blendu moved HB 2604 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 4). 

 
HCM 2006 – Arizona centennial – DO PASS 
 
Chad Nitsch, Government Committee Analyst, explained HCM 2006. 
 

Senator Blendu moved HCM 2006 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 5). 

 
 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATION 
 
Kenneth G. Poocha, Director, Arizona Commission of Indian Affairs – CONFIRMATION 
RECOMMENDED 
 
Kenneth G. Poocha gave an overview of his background and answered questions posed by the 
Committee members. 
  

Senator Blendu moved the Committee on Government recommend to the full Senate the 
CONFIRMATION of Kenneth G. Poocha as Director of the Arizona Commission of Indian 
Affairs.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 6). 

 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:54 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov)  
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