ARIZONA STATE SENATE

48TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE ON
NATURAL RESOURCES AND RURAL AFFAIRS

DATE: February 28, 2007 TIME: 1:30 p.m. ROOM: SHR 109
CHAIRMAN: Senator Flake VICE CHAIRMAN: Senator C. Gray
ANALYST: Megan Gnagy INTERN: Jennifer O’Connor
COMMITTEE
SECRETARY: Jeff Turner
ATTENDANCE BILLS
Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition
Senator Aguirre X HB 2043 DP
Senator Arzberger X HB 2044 DP
Senator Blendu X HB 2113 DPA
Senator Johnson X HB 2116 DP
Senator Landrum Taylor X HB 2117 DP
Senator C. Gray, Vice Chairman X HB 2440 DP
Senator Flake, Chairman X HB 2487 DP

HB 2488 DP



Chairman Flake called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m. and attendance was taken.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Senator Flake moved the minutes of February 7, 2007 and the Corrected minutes
of February 14, 2007 be approved. Without objection, the minutes were approved
as distributed.

CONSIDERATION OF BILLS

HB 2116 - big game permits; grandchildren — DO PASS

Jennifer O’Connor, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Intern, explained HB 2116.

Representative Jerry Weiers, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2116 and answered questions
posed by the Committee.

Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A).
Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2116 be returned with a DO PASS
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment

1).

HB 2117 - big game permits; transfers — DO PASS

Jennifer O’Connor, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Intern, explained HB 2117.

Representative Jerry Weiers, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2117 and answered questions
posed by the Committee.

Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A).
Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2117 be returned with a DO PASS
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment

2).

HB 2440 - irrigation districts; acreage voting — DO PASS

Megan Gnagy, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Analyst, explained HB 2440.

Bill Staudenmaier, Roosevelt Water Conservation District, testified in support of HB 2440 and
answered questions posed by the Committee.

Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A).

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2440 be returned with a DO PASS
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment
3).
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HB 2043 - state fair board:; sunset continuation — DO PASS

Jennifer O’Connor, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Intern, explained 2043.

Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A).
Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2043 be returned with a DO PASS
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment

4).

HB 2044 - outdoor recreation commission; sunset continuation — DO PASS

Megan Gnagy, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Analyst, explained HB 2044.

Jay Ziemann, Arizona State Parks, Assistant Director, answered questions posed by the
Committee.

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2044 be returned with a DO PASS
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment
5).

HB 2113 - agricultural commodity councils: restructuring — DO PASS AMENDED

Jennifer O’Connor, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Intern, explained HB 2113
and the 3 page Flake amendment dated 2/27/07 at 9:17 a.m. (Attachment B)

Representative Mason, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2113 and answered questions posed
by the Committee.

Shelly Tunis, Yuma Fresh Vegetable Association, testified in support of HB 2113.
Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A).

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2113 be returned with a DO PASS
recommendation.

Senator Chuck Gray moved the 3 page Flake amendment dated 2/27/07 at 9:17
a.m. be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote.

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2113 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment
6).

In explanation of his vote, Senator Blendu stated, “I also think it is too bad more Legislators do not go
down and understand the problems they have. | do not remember if it was two years ago or four
years ago when these same people gave us information, for example, the head of lettuce you are
talking about....the farmer had to plow the field, plant it, cultivate it, pick it, pack it, put it in ice and he
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got ten cents per head for it and by the time he got to the store it was one dollar. The farmers are not
the ones getting rich off this, it is somewhere in between and | vote aye.”

HB 2487 - agricultural management practices committee: continuation — DO PASS

Megan Gnagy, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Analyst, explained HB 2487.

Representative Mason, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2487 and answered questions posed
by the Committee.

Bas Aja, Arizona Cattlemen’s’ Association, Director of Governmental Relations, testified in
support of HB 2487 and answered questions posed by the Committee.

Sandy Bahr, Sierra Club - Grand Canyon Chapter, Conservation Director, testified in opposition
to HB 2487 and answered questions posed by the Committee.

Rick Lavis, Arizona Cotton Growers Association, Executive Vice President, testified in support
of HB 2487.

Jim Buster, Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, Legislative Liaison, testified in
support of HB 2487.

Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A).

Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2487 be returned with a DO PASS
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-1-0 (Attachment
7).

In explanation of her vote, Senator Landrum Taylor stated, “I have made the point, as far as my
concern about this particular bill and | would definitely be excited to work on an amendment and once
that happens and we can move forward and come up with an agreement, | am happy to vote yes on
the floor but for now | vote no.”

HB 2488 - drought emergency groundwater transfers — DO PASS

Megan Gnagy, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Research Analyst, explained HB 2488.

Representative Mason, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2488.

Senator Flake announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A).
Senator Chuck Gray moved HB 2488 be returned with a DO PASS

recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment
8).
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There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeff Turner
Committee Secretary

(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.
Audio archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov)
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