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Chairman O’Halleran called the meeting to order at 1:58 p.m., and attendance was noted.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Senator O’Halleran moved the minutes of February 7, 2007 be approved.
Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed.

CONSIDERATION OF BILLS

SB 1068 — schools: dual enrollment reforms — DO PASS AMENDED/STRIKE EVERYTHING

Dawn Nazary, Higher Education Committee Analyst, explained the 9-page Gray strike everything
amendment dated 02/09/07 at 10:53 a.m. (Attachment A).

Senator Gray, bill sponsor, further explained the strike everything amendment.

Kevin McCarthy, President, Arizona Tax Research Association, testified in opposition to the strike
everything amendment.

Senator O’Halleran read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment
B).

Senator Gray moved SB 1068 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.

Senator Gray moved her 9-page strike everything amendment dated 02/09/07 at
10:53 a.m. be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote.

Senator Gray moved SB 1068 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-0-1 (Attachment 1).

SB 1133 —tribal community colleges:; tax transfer — DO PASS

Dawn Nazary, Higher Education Committee Analyst, explained SB 1133.

Senator Arzberger, bill sponsor, distributed “Arizona County Community College Districts and
Colleges of Qualifying Indian Tribes Full-Time Equivalent Student Enroliment Report Year Ended
June 30, 2006” (Attachment C), “State Tax Collections on two Reservations” (Attachment D),
“Senator Marsha Arzberger Information on SB1133” (Attachment E) and further explained SB 1133.

Ferlin Clark, President, Dine College, distributed “Arizona Compact Funding Major Projects First
Seven Years Ending June 30, 2007” (Attachment F) and testified in support of SB 1133.

Olivia Vanegas-Funcheon, President, Tohono O'odham Community College, distributed “Tohono
O’odham Community College” (Attachment G) and testified in support of SB 1133.

Jack Jackson, Sr., Director, Office of Legislative Affairs, Dine College, testified in support of
SB 1133.

Senator O’Halleran read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment
B).
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Senator Gray moved SB 1133 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.

Vivian Juan-Saunders, Chairwoman, representing self, distributed “Tohono O’odham Nation”
(Attachment H) and testified in support of SB 1133.

The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-1-0 (Attachment 2).

In explanation of her vote, Senator Gray stated “My father served in WWII, in the Battle of the Bulge.
He was fortunate, he made it back. He paid a contribution as well as the Navajo Tribe paid a
contribution for our country, but because my father served does not mean that | do not feel that | have
an obligation to pay a fair share of taxes. If I did not find that analogy quite to my way of thinking
there but | think the Navajos long deserved to have a better credit for what they had done for our
country and for our freedoms that we have. Last summer | spent a good part of the summer holding
community college forums across Arizona and we were up at Northland Pioneer and found it very
important that people wanted to be able to go to a community college in their area, especially, if you
only receive two years and there is nothing there, you have to move out of your community to get a
higher ed degree, so that was a big concern especially for rural Arizona and support people being
able to use NAU and what they are bringing for that second part of their education. Education is very
important. If you move off the Reservation and buy property elsewhere, yes you are paying taxes
and that goes to the local community where the people live and support those institutions. Right now
| can not support this because I think there should be a fairer way for everybody to pay their fair share

of taxes and with that | vote ‘no’.

In explanation of her vote, Senator Pesquiera stated “I am very happy to support this bill because |
really believe in and see that there has been a lot of contribution in terms of (especially with our
community colleges) people that attend community colleges more than often will stay here and
contribute and give back to our great state and for that | am very happy and very pleased. If not to
condemn our universities, because more than often our university students will then move on to other
states so | think we, as individuals, that we reap the benefits of those students that go on to graduate

and contribute and give back to our state, so for that | vote ‘aye’.

In explanation of his vote, Senator O’Halleran stated “I have similar concerns as Senator Gray does.
| do believe though the fact that the Navajo Nation and the Tohono O’odham Nation have stepped
forward and out of their resources have given considerable amounts of money to the program. While
it is not called property tax, it is the people’s money on the reservation and they are putting it forward

for their educational purposes and with that | vote ‘aye’.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:49 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Shelley Ponce
Committee Secretary

(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio
archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov)
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