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Chairman Allen called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Allen moved the minutes of January 18, 2007 be approved.   
Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
Senator Allen announced that SB 1136 would be HELD. 
 
SB 1015 – health providers; duty to report – DISCUSSION/HELD 
 
Beth Kohler Lazare, Health Research Analyst, explained the 2 page Allen strike everything 
amendment dated 1/23/07 at 11:30 a.m. (Attachment A) and answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Senator Waring, bill sponsor, testified in support of SB 1015 and answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Thomas Van Dorn, Arizona Association of Chiefs of Police and Phoenix Police, testified in 
support of SB 1015 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Anne Wendell, St. Joseph's Hospital, Catholic Healthcare West, Government Relations, 
Director, testified in opposition to SB 1015 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Laurie Lange, Arizona Hospital and Healthcare Association, Public Affairs, Vice President, 
testified as neutral on SB 1015 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Michelle Pappas, Scottsdale Healthcare, answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator O’Halleran announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
Senator Allen announced that SB 1015 would be HELD. 
 
SB 1170 – public safety employees; disease testing – DO PASS 
 
Ariel Serafin, Health Research Intern, explained SB 1170. 
 
Thomas Van Dorn, Arizona Association of Chiefs of Police and Phoenix Police, testified in 
support of SB 1170 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator O’Halleran announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator O’Halleran moved SB 1170 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 1). 
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SB 1138 – appropriation; diabetes prevention – DO PASS 
 
Ariel Serafin, Health Research Intern, explained SB 1138 and answered questions posed by 
the Committee. 
 
Gabrielle Thorp, self, testified in support of SB 1138 and answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Howard Shulman, American Diabetes Association, physician, testified in support of SB 
1138. 
 
Pete Wertheim, Department of Health Services, testified as neutral on SB 1138 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Ed Wren, self, testified in support of SB 1138. 
 
Senator O’Halleran announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator O’Halleran moved SB 1138 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-1-0 (Attachment 2). 

 
SB 1171 – appropriation; influenza antivirals – DISCUSSION/HELD 
 
Beth Kohler Lazare, Health Research Analyst, explained SB 1171 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Barbara Lussenhop, Roche, testified in support of SB 1171 and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Senator Allen announced that SB 1171 would be HELD. 
 
SB 1173 – health care businesses; consumer information – DO PASS 
 
Beth Kohler Lazare, Health Research Analyst, explained SB 1173. 
 
Senator Rios, bill sponsor, testified in support of SB 1173 and answered questions posed by 
the Committee. 
 
Elizabeth Baskett, Arizona Hospital and Healthcare Association, testified in opposition to 
SB 1173 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Steve Barclay, CIGNA HealthCare of Arizona, Lobbyist, testified in opposition to SB 1173. 
 
Senator O’Halleran announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator O’Halleran moved SB 1173 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-1-0 (Attachment 3). 
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SB 1174 – insurance; mental health coverage; parity. – DO PASS 
 
Beth Kohler Lazare, Health Research Analyst, explained SB 1174 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Sherri Walton, Mental Health Association, testified in support of SB 1174 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Don Hughes, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona, testified in opposition to SB 1174 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Clarke Romans, National Alliance of Mental Illness of Southern Arizona, Executive Director, 
testified in support of SB 1174 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Michelle Bolton, National Federation of Independent Business, State Director, testified in 
opposition to SB 1174 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
L. Trimble, self, testified in support of SB 1174. 
 
Todd Sanders, Greater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce, Public Affairs, Vice President, testified 
in opposition to SB 1174. 
 

Senator Verschoor moved SB 1174 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-2-0 (Attachment 4). 

 
In explanation of her vote Senator Aboud stated, “I appreciate the concerns of the small business 
community. I appreciate the rising costs of health care and have a lot of concern about it. I think back 
to the history of how people with mental illness have been treated in this country and the level of 
discrimination that really, truthfully, is in evidence in our insurance coverage…..that it truly is about 
doing what is right, which is covering the health of all people. So, for that reason, for moral reasons, I 
vote aye.” 
 
In explanation of her vote Senator Aguirre said, “I think it is important as we move forward and I want 
to thank Senator Rios for bringing this bill forward because I think it brought about a lot of discussion 
today. Even though I am also concerned about the small business, being a small business owner 
myself, I think that moving forward is the right thing. I hope that other discussions are put on the table 
and I vote aye.” 
 
In explanation of her vote Senator Burton Cahill remarked, “We talk about the expenses and I very 
vividly remember, being the wife of a small business owner for a couple of decades. It was a 
construction business in the 1980’s and times were not good in Arizona. There were times that my 
husband’s paycheck would be put in the drawer so that we could pay our employees and so that we 
could pay health insurance premiums, which is the cost of doing business. One of the things I think I 
found out in the last six years here at the legislature is that there are very few simple problems that 
we have to deal with and even less simple solutions. I think when we look at the cost of mental health 
care, and as some have alluded to today, we have other costs that need to be looked at. We look at 
our rise in prison costs, we look at productivity…..I would like to see a wellness plan for mental health 
because I think there is a very strong link between the mental and the physical. I think it is not just 
each individual person or family that is affected when someone has mental illness……..but I think we 
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all pay the cost. I am aware that there may be an insurance difference, but I believe in the end, if we 
evaluate everything, there will be no question that mental health parity is not only the right thing to do, 
but is economically prudent and with that, I vote yes.” 
 
In explanation of her vote Senator Leff stated, “Do I think mental health parity is a good thing? Yes. 
Do I think the State should mandate it? No. My concerns, as we discussed, is when you have an all 
or nothing approach, there are people that are receiving mental health benefits now through an 
insurance plan that may end up losing those benefits if the employer can not afford and if the 
insurance companies raise the price of a policy with those benefits and that has always been my 
concern. It is a dual concern, one for those people that will lose the benefits they have and also for 
the small businesses that will drop either the mental health portion or drop insurance completely. It is 
the mandate that I am concerned about and for that reason I have to vote no.” 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:17 p.m. 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 Jeff Turner 
 Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. 
Audio archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov)  
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