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Chairman Gould called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m., and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Gould moved the minutes of January 16, 2007 be approved.  Without 
objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1061 – automobile theft authority; continuation – DO PASS 
 
Elizabeth Hegedus-Berthold, Transportation Research Intern, explained SB 1061 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
Enrique Cantu, Executive Director, Arizona Automobile Theft Authority, testified in support of 
the bill and answered questions posed by the Committee members.  
 
Senator Gould announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Gorman moved SB 1061 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-0 (Attachment 1). 

 
SB 1161 – HOV lanes; motorcycles; buses – DO PASS  
 
Dallas Gold, Transportation Research Analyst, explained SB 1161 and answered questions posed 
by the Committee members. 
 
Stuart Goodman, representing the Arizona Transit Association, testified in support of the bill.  
 
Senator Tibshraeny, bill sponsor, testified in support of the bill and answered questions posed by 
the Committee members.  
 
Senator Gould announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Gorman moved SB 1161 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-0 (Attachment 2). 

 
SB 1156 – license plates; attachment; prohibition. – FAILED  
 
Elizabeth Hegedus-Berthold, Transportation Research Intern, explained SB 1156 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
Senator Cheuvront, bill sponsor, testified in support of the bill, distributed a two page handout 
(Attachment B) and answered questions posed by the Committee members.  
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Thomas Van Dorn, Detective/Attorney, Arizona Association of Chiefs of Police & the Phoenix 
Police Department, testified in support of the bill and answered questions posed by the Committee 
members.   
 
Senator Gould announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Gorman moved SB 1156 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion FAILED with a roll call vote of 2-3-0 (Attachment 3). 

 
Senator Rios, in explanation of her vote stated “I guess I’m just a little dumbfounded by the 
Committee’s extreme opposition to this bill.  Call me ignorant, but I see this as much larger than photo 
radar and I do see it as a public safety issue and I think that if we’re saying it’s okay for people to be 
intentionally deceptive by covering their license plates then why even have people have license 
plates at all.  This just defies logic to me.  I think this is a very important bill, when it comes to public 
safety and I vote aye.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Soltero stated “I keep trying to understand where this photo radar 
comes in, and I can understand that if you can’t read the plate, photo radar can’t take your license 
plate number.  But I believe on other situations and other cases, I think that maybe this is okay.  The 
only thing that I have a problem with, is the license plate holders that people want to ban, and I don’t 
agree with that part, but as far as being able to read a license plate, I think this is okay, and I vote 
aye.” 
 
Senator Gorman, in explanation of her vote stated “I had talked to the sponsor about this bill and was 
under the impression that it was just to allow law enforcement to see a license plate that was going 
down the road and I think I’ve been pretty open and honest about my disgust for the unconstitutional 
practice of issuing photo radar tickets.  You are entitled to have a police officer process and serve any 
ticket that implies that you’ve broken a law and photo radar, in my opinion, is completely 
unconstitutional.  With the addition of the new program that DPS is doing, which I have a huge 
problem with, as I said, if this is your only protection against Big Brother’s watchful eye, then maybe 
you ought to be permitted to do it until they can come to grips, so they can’t take pictures of law 
abiding citizens and store that information until they decide to use it in the future.  If it had been truly 
what I thought it was going to be, Mr. Cheuvront, I would probably be more supportive of the bill, but I 
think this is not as much about being able to see a license plate with your eye, as it is being able to 
capture a picture.  And I do have problems with both photo radar and red light, because they are not 
always accurate yet they’re always issued without a police officer being there to interpret the 
environment that it’s occurring, so I’m going to have say no to this bill. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:52  p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

        Tracey Moulton 
                                                              Committee Secretary 
 
(Tapes and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.) 
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