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Chairman Harper called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m., and attendance was taken. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF 
 
Senator Harper introduced staff as follows: 
 
• Shelley Ponce, Committee Secretary 
• Jarred McBride, Committee Page 
• Josh Skube, Committee Page 
• Guadalupe Valencia, Policy Advisor for Democratic Staff  
• Katlyn Evans, Democratic Staff Intern 
• Brian Townsend, Senior Policy Advisor for Majority Staff 
• Chad Nitsch, Government Committee Analyst 
• Jacob Agron, Government Committee Intern 
 

 ADOPTION OF COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE 

 Senator Harper appointed the following Members as the Committee of Reference: 
  
 Senator Harper, Chairman 
 Senator Blendu 
 Senator Burton Cahill 
 Senator Garcia 
 Senator L. Gray 
 
 ADOPTION OF GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE RULES 
  

Senator Blendu moved to adopt the Government Committee Rules as distributed 
(Attachment A).  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1056 – marriage licenses; local court clerks – DO PASS 
 
Chad Nitsch, Government Committee Analyst, explained SB 1056. 
 
Jennifer Sweeney, Public Affairs Specialist, Arizona Association of Counties, testified in 
support of SB 1056. 
 
Senator Harper read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Blendu moved SB 1056 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 1). 

 
SB 1012 – national guard; uniform allowances – DO PASS 
 
Chad Nitsch, Government Committee Analyst, explained SB 1012. 
 
Senator Waring, bill sponsor, further explained his bill. 
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Mike Krouse, Executive Director, Arizona National Guard Association, National Guard 
Association of Arizona, testified in support of SB 1012. 
 
Senator Harper read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Blendu moved SB 1012 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 2). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Burton Cahill stated “I do hope that we make our decision on this 
based on facts, based on where we ….. I think it sends a message to our men and women in the 
military how much we support them.  I do think that sometimes that can be a dollar figure as a good 
representation and with that I vote ‘aye’. “ 
 
SB 1082 – county planning and zoning commissions – DO PASS 
 
Jacob Agron, Government Committee Intern, explained SB 1082. 
 
Senator Flake, bill sponsor, further explained his bill. 
 
Todd Madeksza, Director of Education and Licensing, The County Supervisor’s 
Association of Arizona, testified in support of SB 1082. 
 
Jimmy Jayne, County Manager, Navajo County, testified in support of SB 1082. 
 
Senator Harper read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Blendu moved SB 1082 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-2-0 (Attachment 3). 

 
SB 1132 – homeland security force – HELD  
 
Chad Nitsch, Government Committee Analyst, distributed “State Defense Forces” (Attachment C) 
and gave an explanation of a State Defense Force. 
 
Mr. Nitsch explained SB 1132. 
 
Senator Harper announced that SB 1132 was not ready for a vote and he would gather more 
information on the subject for the Committee. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:56 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov)  
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