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Chairman Allen called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and attendance was taken.
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF
Senator Allen gave a brief introduction of staff:

Jeff Ober — Senate Page

Alan Shiflett — Senate Page

Jeff Turner — Committee Secretary

Wendy Baldo — Senior Policy Advisor

Patsy Osmon — Policy Advisor Democratic Staff

Tiffany Roose - Democratic Staff Intern

Ariel Serafin - Health Research Intern

Beth Kohler Lazare — Health Committee Research Analyst

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE
Senator Allen appointed the following members to the Health Committee of Reference:

Senator O’Halleran
Senator Verschoor
Senator Leff
Senator Aboud
Senator Aguirre

ADOPTION OF COMMITTEE RULES

Senator O’Halleran moved to adopt the Health Committee Rules as distributed
(Attachment A). The motion CARRIED by voice vote.

CONSIDERATION OF BILLS

SB 1023 — burial responsibility — DO PASS

Ariel Serafin, Health Research Intern, explained SB 1023.
Senator Harper, bill sponsor, testified in support of SB 1023.

Traci Dearborn, representing self, testified in support of SB 1023 and answered questions posed
by the Committee.

Senator O’Halleran moved SB 1023 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 1).
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SB 1032 — burden of proof; emergency treatment — DO PASS

Beth Kohler Lazare, Health Research Analyst, explained SB 1032 and answered questions posed
by the Committee.

Dr. Charles Finch, Scottsdale Healthcare Emergency Physicians, testified in support of SB 1032
and answered questions posed by the Committee.

JoJene Mills, Arizona Trial Lawyers Association, Attorney, testified in opposition to SB 1032 and
answered questions posed by the Committee.

Barry Halpern, Arizona Medical Association, Attorney, testified in support of SB 1032 and
answered questions posed by the Committee.

Dr. Mike Christopher, St. Joseph’s Hospital, Chief of Staff, testified in support of SB 1032 and
answered questions posed by the Committee.

Senator O’Halleran announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B).

Senator O’Halleran moved SB 1032 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-1-0 (Attachment 2).

In explanation of her vote, Senator Aguirre stated, “I want to thank you for bringing this bill forward.
This is important, as we heard today, the testimony from doctors working in the emergency room.
This is a critical situation (inaudible) rural areas, in Yuma and La Paz County....quite often | hear the
same stories from my emergency room physicians and their staff, so | appreciate that very much.
Hopefully we can talk to the Governor this year so that she will consider signing this bill, and | vote
aye.”

In explanation of her vote, Senator Burton Cahill told the Committee, “I have sat on the Arizona
Emergency Services Medical Governing Board and was overwhelmed when asked to take Sue
Gerard’s place on that board. It took at least six months of very attentive listening at each meeting to
understand much of what was going on. | have seen the pressures that our emergency room
personnel, at all levels, face, including personnel who transfer as well as people coming from
wherever the incident occurred, if they are coming into the emergency room by transport. | supported
this legislation last year and one of the things | have seen in my six years at the House was that there
are very few things that are simple problems and even fewer with simple solutions. This is not an
easy thing but it pains me to see or contemplate having a less dedicated physician at our emergency
rooms. | very much am in support of this. It is not that it is a black and white issue but it is a step that |
believe will help in our emergency room situation across Arizona, not only in our rural areas but also
in our urban areas and with that, | vote aye.”

In explanation of her vote, Senator Aboud explained, “I appreciate the testimony from the doctors,
and JoJene from the lawyer’s perspective. This is a difficult situation. This is a situation where | have
to be concerned for the well-being of our constituents using emergency rooms. | have to be
concerned for the well-being of patients who file cases. | come from a family of lawyers, and |
appreciate the medical perspective. | recognize that my responsibility as a Legislator, as a judge is to
be convinced beyond a reasonable doubt and as | have read through the majority opinion, there are
SO many recommendations to increase physicians in this State. | hate to see that our first....it is not
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our first move...l recognize that this State is moving forward and trying to attract more physicians. |
understand with this report that we have a long way to go. | don’t feel comfortable doing this on the
back of the rights of the injured and for now, | vote no.”

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeff Turner
Committee Secretary

(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.
Audio archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov)
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