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Chairman Gould called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m., and attendance was taken. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF 
 
Senator Gould introduced the Transportation Committee Staff for the 2007 Legislative Session: 
  
 Dallas Gold, Senate Transportation Analyst 
 Elizabeth Hegedus-Berthold, Research Intern 
 Bill Ritz, Senate Committee Secretary 
 Brian Townsend, Majority Staff Policy Advisor 
 Courtney Jenkins, Page 
 Stephanie Cook, Page 
 
Senator Gould introduced the Committee members. 
  
APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE 
 
Senator Gould announced Senator Gould, Senator Gorman, Senator Blendu, Senator Soltero, and 
Senator Rios are appointed to the Committee of Reference. 
 
ADOPTION OF COMMITTEE RULES 
 

 Senator Gould moved that the Committee Rules be adopted as 
 distributed (Attachment A).  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1006 – ADOT records; domestic violence victims – DO PASS 
 
Dallas Gold, Senate Transportation Analyst, explained SB 1006. 
 
Chris Groninger, Systems Advocate, Arizona Coalition Against Domestic Violence, testified in 
support of SB 1006 and answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
 

 Senator Gorman moved SB 1006 be returned with a DO PASS 
 recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of                     
 5-0-0 (Attachment 1). 

 
SB 1026 – extreme DUI; sentence – DO PASS 
 
Elizabeth Hegedus-Berthold, Transportation Research Intern, explained SB 1026 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
Senator Waring further explained SB 1026 and answered questions posed by the Committee 
members. 
 
Dale Norris, Executive Director, Arizona Police Association, testified in support of SB 1026 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
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Dale Wiebusch, Director of Systems Advocacy, League of Arizona Cities and Towns, testified in 
support of SB 1026 and answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
Molly Steffens, representing self,  testified in support of SB 1026 and answered questions posed 
by the Committee members. 
 
Ericka Espino, State Executive Director, Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD), testified in 
support of SB 1026. 
 

 Senator Gorman moved SB 1026 be returned with a DO PASS 
 recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of                    
 5-0-0 (Attachment 2). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Rios stated “I have some concerns about the bill and I am trying to 
separate being objective versus my own emotionality with regard to this issue.  My concern is that we 
are hearing that two-thirds of these folks are one time only offenders that get punished, learn their 
lesson after ten days and then walk straight and narrow.  My concern is the one-third that are in fact 
causing death in our society are not going to learn.  They are potentially the addicted.  My concern is 
that if we no longer allow a suspension of days in order for these folks to get into treatment or drug 
education that we are losing an opportunity to try and rehabilitate or educate these folks that are in 
fact doing the maiming.  Again, this is an emotional issue for me, I was hit by a drunk driver, I lost my 
aunt in 2000 to a drunk driver and I am very sorry for your loss.  I am going to support the bill and I 
think that this is a good first step but we really need to do something to target that one-third that will 
not be targeted by this.  With that I vote ‘Aye’.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Soltero stated “I am going to vote ‘Aye’ on the bill and I have a 
great deal of sympathy for the people that have suffered because of someone being drunk and 
causing great harm to an individual.  I am trying to look at the overall picture and I will keep a close 
eye on this and maybe get some feedback from people, if anyone wants to share with me their 
thoughts.  I will vote ‘Aye’ at this time.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Gorman stated “I am going to support the bill.  My concern is that 
in situations like yours this person probably would have been on the road whether we had taken his 
license or not.  People who choose to break the law with that much frequency ignore the law as a 
regularity.  Whether he was driving with a license or without a license, he would have been on the 
road and would have been drunk.  I am so sorry for your loss.  Unfortunately, those people walk our 
streets but short of locking them up for life they will get out and they will go back behind the wheel 
and probably repeat what they have already done.  But, if it is routine to take a 30 day sentence and 
make it ten days that is very frustrating as well.  When you are at 30 days you are likely unemployed 
at the end of your 30 days.  Not very many employers will hold a job for four weeks, whereas, for two 
weeks you probably have vacation days to cover it.  So there is this secondary issue we haven’t 
talked about which is at the end of the 30 days most people find themselves out of jail but also out of 
work and this is something to take into consideration.  We are also cutting out their incentive to go to 
any kind of counseling because we have taken away any shortening of the sentence and in doing so I 
am afraid we will have unemployed people that still do not know what they did was harmful and 
horrible and will not develop behaviors that could change that in the future because you need to 
change your behavior on the first drink and unfortunately that is something that these people may not 
be taught.  I would like to see them have to do both 30 days and make them go through the same 
classes while they are in prison, that would be in my perfect world.  With that said, I just wanted to 
speak my piece and put out my ideas to the sponsor, if that matters or not, and with that I vote ‘Aye’.” 
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SB 1029 – DUI; 0.20 concentration enhancement – DO PASS 
 
Dallas Gold, Senate Transportation Analyst, explained SB 1029. 
 
Senator Waring further explained SB 1029 and answered questions posed by the Committee 
members. 
 
Jay Jacobs, Police Officer, City of Phoenix Police Department, testified as neutral to SB 1029 
and answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
Pete Smith, Police Sergeant, Town of Gilbert Police Department, testified as neutral to SB 1029 
and answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
Michael Durham, 2nd Spoken Voice, testified in support of SB 1029. 
 

 Senator Gorman moved SB 1029 be returned with a DO PASS 
 recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of                     
 5-0-0 (Attachment 3). 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:50 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

        Bill Ritz 
                                                              Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.  Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov). 
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