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Introduced by
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

RECOGNIZING THE ARIZONA NATIVE AMERICANS WHO WERE MEMBERS OF THE ALAMO
SCOUTS.
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Whereas, Native Americans have served valiantly in America's elite
forces and in every conflict of the twentieth century, including the Apache
Scouts of the Indian wars, the Navajo Code Talkers of World War II, Navy
Seals, Army Green Berets, Marine Force Recon and Air Force Special Operations
Forces; and

Whereas, in November 1943, Lieutenant General Walter Krueger, Commander
of the Sixth Army, formed the Alamo Scouts to conduct raider and
reconnaissance work throughout the islands, beaches and jungles of the
Southwest Pacific. The Alamo Scouts, officially known as the Sixth Army
Special Reconnaissance Unit, performed 108 known missions behind enemy lines
without a single man being captured or killed. The unit has an unmatched
military record, including two daring prisoner camp liberations and countless
incursions behind enemy lines to gather information, capture prisoners and
rescue civilians; and

Whereas, volunteers for the ATamo Scouts underwent a rigorous selection
process at the division, regimental, battalion and company Tlevels before
selection to one of the six Alamo Scouts training centers that were
established throughout the war. There was an intensive six-week training
course and much of the training was conducted in enemy-held territory. On
the conclusion of the training class, the remaining soldiers voted by secret
ballot for the four men they would most like to go on a dangerous mission
with, as well as the officer they would T1ike to Tead them. The officers then
voted for the soldiers they would most Tike to serve on their team; and

Whereas, such a selection method had not been used by the military
since the Civil War, and the Alamo Scouts experienced resounding success.
The soldiers were drawn from highly qualified volunteers, including the men
from the 158" Infantry Bushmasters, an Army National Guard unit formed
primarily from men from Arizona and New Mexico who had trained extensively in
the jungles of Panama before deploying for the Pacific; and

Whereas, the unit contained Native Americans from approximately twenty
tribes, including the Cherokee, Navajo, Chippewa, Sauk, Seminole, Papago,
Fox, Chitimacha, Sioux, Pawnee and others. These Native Americans brought a
wealth of experience to the Southwest Pacific Theater. Of the initial Alamo
Scouts training class of thirty-eight enlisted men, eight were known to be
Native Americans; and

Whereas, Native Americans from Arizona that were in the initial units
formed include Sergeant Byron L. Tsingine, Navajo from the Deer Water People
Clan from Coppermine; Private Joseph A. Johnson, Eagle Clan, White Mountain
Apache from Cibecue; Sergeant Theodore T. Largo, Pima from Phoenix; Private
First Class Joshua Sunn, Maricopa from Laveen; and David Milda, Pima Casa
Blanco. These Alamo Scouts provided invaluable service by speaking Navajo
and confusing the enemy, and other Scout graduates also served as Code
Talkers; and
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Whereas, Navajos were placed in many companies, but Sergeant Tsingine
was the only Navajo with the Alamo Scouts. He, along with other Navajos,
provided invaluable service by speaking their native Navajo Tanguage and
confusing the enemy; and

Whereas, many of the first graduates were from F Company, 158"
Regimental Combat Team Sixth Army. F Company was the only all-Indian
National Guard from Phoenix Indian High School; and

Whereas, after the war the Alamo Scouts with enough service points went
home, while others returned to their parent units or accompanied the Sixth
Army. Many former Alamo Scouts remained in the military and saw service in
Korea and Vietnam, with four attaining the rank of General Officer; and

Whereas, the true extent of Native American participation in the Alamo
Scouts will 1ikely never be known, and their Tegacy of outstanding service
and quiet professionalism never recognized. The contribution of the Native
Americans in the Southwest Pacific and other theaters during World War II has
forever cemented their place among America's elite warriors and set a high
standard for future generations to meet.

Therefore
Be it resolved by the Senate of the State of Arizona, the House of

Representatives concurring:

1. That the Legislature recognize the Arizona Native Americans who
were members of the Alamo Scout units and salute their sense of duty and
responsibility and their many contributions to this country and state.

2. That the Secretary of State of the State of Arizona transmit copies
of this Resolution to the Arizona Native American tribes, the Inter-Tribal
Council of Arizona, the Arizona Veterans' Association and the Arizona
Historical Society.
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