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HOUSE BILL 2559

AN ACT

AMENDING SECTION 8-223, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES; AMENDING TITLE 8, CHAPTER
2, ARTICLE 2, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES, BY ADDING SECTIONS 8-225 AND 8-226;
AMENDING LAWS 2003, SECOND SPECIAL SESSION, CHAPTER 6, SECTION 45; RELATING
TO JUVENILE HEARINGS.
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H.B. 2559

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Section 8-223, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to
read:

8-223. Jury trials;:; change of judge

A. A hearing to terminate parental rights that is held pursuant to
section 8-537 or 8-863 shall be tried to a jury if a jury is requested by a
parent, guardian or custodian whose rights are sought to be terminated.

B. IN ANY COUNTY WITH A POPULATION OF AT LEAST FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND
PERSONS, THE PARENT, GUARDIAN OR CUSTODIAN WHOSE RIGHTS ARE SOUGHT TO BE
TERMINATED MAY REQUEST A CHANGE OF JUDGE IF THAT PERSON DID NOT REQUEST A
JURY TRIAL AND THE JUDGE ASSIGNED TO THE CASE IS THE SAME JUDGE WHO HEARD THE
DEPENDENCY CASE. THE COURT SHALL NOT GRANT MORE THAN ONE REQUEST PURSUANT TO
THIS SUBSECTION.

Sec. 2. Title 8, chapter 2, article 2, Arizona Revised Statutes, is
amended by adding sections 8-225 and 8-226, to read:

8-225. Parental rights; hearings; decision

A. THE COURT MUST ISSUE A DECISION WITHIN THIRTY DAYS AFTER IT HOLDS A
HEARING TO TERMINATE PARENTAL RIGHTS PURSUANT TO SECTION 8-537 OR 8-863.

B. IF AT THE CONCLUSION OF A TRIAL, THE TRIER OF FACT DOES NOT
TERMINATE PARENTAL RIGHTS, ANOTHER ACTION TO TERMINATE PARENTAL RIGHTS SHALL
NOT BE BROUGHT PURSUANT TO SECTION 8-537 OR 8-863 UNLESS THE ACTION RELATES
TO A NEW ALLEGATION OR NEW INFORMATION. THE FILING OF A SUBSEQUENT ACTION
DOES NOT PROHIBIT THE ADMISSION OF ANY EVIDENCE THAT WAS CONSIDERED OR
INTRODUCED OR COULD HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED OR INTRODUCED AT A PRIOR PROCEEDING
IF OTHERWISE ADMISSIBLE.

8-226. Permanency mediation program

A. SUBJECT TO LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION, THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF
THE COURTS SHALL ESTABLISH A PERMANENCY MEDIATION PROGRAM IN THE JUVENILE
COURT TO PROVIDE NONADVERSARIAL DISPUTE RESOLUTION ALTERNATIVES AND TO
PROMOTE PERMANENCY FOR DEPENDENT CHILDREN. THE PROGRAM SHALL ALLOW THE COURT
TO EMPLOY MEDIATORS OR TO CONTRACT FOR MEDIATION SERVICES TO FACILITATE
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION ACTIVITIES.

B. THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS SHALL PRESCRIBE THE FORMULA
FOR DISTRIBUTING MONIES APPROPRIATED FOR THE PROGRAM TO EACH COUNTY JUVENILE
COURT BASED ON THE NUMBER OF DEPENDENCY PETITIONS FILED IN EACH COURT IN THE
PREVIOUS YEAR.

Sec. 3. Laws 2003, second special session, chapter 6, section 45, is
amended to read:

Sec. 45. Delayed repeal

Section 8-223, Arizona Revised Statutes, as added by this act, is
repealed from and after December 31, 2686 2009.
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H.B. 2559

Sec. 4. Effective dates

A. Notwithstanding Laws 2003, second special session, chapter 6,
section 10, section 8-537, Arizona Revised Statutes, as amended by Laws 2003,
second special session, chapter 6, section 10, is effective from and after
December 31, 2009.

B. Notwithstanding Laws 2003, second special session, chapter 6,
section 33, section 8-863, Arizona Revised Statutes, as amended by Laws 2003,
second special session, chapter 6, section 33, is effective from and after
December 31, 2009.
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