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Chairman Hellon called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m., and attendance was taken. 
 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Norman Butler – Member, State Board For Charter Schools – RECOMMEND CONFIRMATION 
 
Norman Butler gave an overview of his resume and answered questions posed by the members. 
 

Senator Gould moved the Committee on K-12 Education recommend to the full 
Senate the CONFIRMATION of Norman Butler as a Member of the State Board For 
Charter Schools. The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 4-0-3 (Attachment 1). 

 
Cecilia Owen – Member, State Board Of Education – RECOMMEND CONFIRMATION 
 
Cecilia Owen gave an overview of her resume and answered questions posed by the members. 
 

Senator Gould moved the Committee on K-12 Education recommend to the full 
Senate the CONFIRMATION of Cecilia Owen as a Member of the State Board of 
Education. The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 2). 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB 2140 – child care centers; regulation; exemptions (now:  alternative teacher development 
program; appropriation) – DO PASS AMENDED/STRIKE EVERYTHING 
 
Bill Boyd, Education Committees Assistant Analyst, explained the 4 page Hellon strike everything 
amendment dated 03/27/06 at 11:15 a.m. (Attachment A). 
 
Representative Anderson, bill sponsor, distributed a handout “The Future of Children “(Attachment 
B) and further explained the strike everything amendment. 
 
Shannon Harper, Government Affairs Director, American Heart Association, testified in support 
of the strike everything amendment. 
 
Michael Smith, Associate, Arizona School Administrators, stated his position as neutral and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Hellon read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment C). 
 

Senator Gould moved HB 2140 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.   
 
Senator Gould moved the 4 page Hellon strike everything amendment dated 
03/27/06 at 11:15 a.m. be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Gould moved HB 2140 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-1-1 (Attachment 
3). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Gould stated “This, I feel is another piece of social engineering 
that we are pushing on the public school system.  I think it would be best if the school system focused 
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on educating the children and not socially engineering them.  I have a problem with the $5 million 
appropriation and I will be voting “no.” 
 
HB 2817 – school district budgets; debts – DO PASS 
 
Bill Boyd, Education Committees Assistant Analyst, explained HB 2817. 
 
Representative McLain, bill sponsor, further explained HB 2817. 
 
Peter Davis, Principal, The Receivership for Colorado City Unified School District, distributed a 
handout “One Hundred Twenty Day Report and Financial Improvement Plan of the Receiver for 
Colorado city Unified School District No. 14” (Attachment D) and answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
John Snider, RBC Dain Rauscher, RBC Capital Markets, testified in support of HB 2817. 
 
Senator Gould read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment C). 
 

Senator Gould moved HB 2817 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-2-1 (Attachment 4). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Gould stated “I think Mr. Davis is doing an outstanding job as a 
receiver, I just think it is bad public policy to not let the chips fall where they should.  When we come 
in and bail this out as a state we are spreading that cost across the entire tax payers of the state and 
it should be the people that did not do their due diligence and throw these people that looted the 
school district out of office, so I vote “no.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Gray stated “I do not like bailing school districts out, we have 
bailed others out but the victims in this are those who are the property owners who have always paid 
their bills and now they are held accountable because of a group of people that took the state to task 
and stole from them.  They had a scheme of the declining enrollment where they got hundreds of 
thousands of dollars.  It is their fault, it is not the other property tax owners and their children and so 
because of that I will vote “aye.” 
 
HB 2676 – private schools; scholarships; disabled pupils – DO PASS 
 
Dawn Nazary, Education Committees Analyst, explained HB 2676. 
 
Representative Knaperek, bill sponsor, further explained HB 2676. 
 
Jessie Geroux, representing self, testified in support of HB 2676. 
 
Michael Smith, Arizona School Administrators, testified in opposition to HB 2676. 
 
Kristina Park, Mom, representing self, testified in support of HB 2676. 
 
Janice Palmer, Governmental Relations Analyst, Arizona School Boards Association, testified 
in opposition to HB 2676. 
 
Kimberly Crook, Mom, representing self, testified in support of HB 2676. 
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Charles Essigs, Assistant Superintendent, Arizona Association of School Business Officials, 
testified in opposition to HB 2676. 
 
Senator Gould read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment C). 

 
Senator Gould stated that the vote on HB 2676 would be held until the Chairman returned. 
 
HCM 2008 – Native American education (now:  Native American; education) – DO PASS 
 
Ishra Solieman, Education Committees Intern, explained HCM 2008. 
 
HB 2676 – private schools; scholarships; disabled pupils – DO PASS (Con’t) 
 

Senator Gould moved HB 2676 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-2-1 (Attachment 5). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Cheuvront stated “I think this bill has admirable goals in what it is 
trying to accomplish, but this community has not been very helpful in trying to ensure that we have 
oversight.  I know that there is no scientific data to show that accountability is important I do think it is 
extremely important and I vote “no.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Huppenthal stated “Chuck Essigs has been here to testify and I 
was looking here and he is formerly of the Mesa district and I was looking at Mesa district data and it 
is interesting because the Mesa school district has been subject to more competition than any school 
district of significant size, than any other school district in the nation and over the last decade they 
have moved from 42% of their parents rating their child’s school excellent to 59%.  In 2005 they had a 
similar upsurge in the percentage of students rating the quality of education in their school excellent.  
The standard has published a website under a grant from the Bill Gates Foundation in which they 
ranked the academic performance of every school district in the state.  Mesa was named one of eight, 
with only eight outperforming districts.  In other words their test scores were statistically significantly 
different than the statewide average test score for a school with their demographic characteristics.  
They remain one of eight and their parent dissatisfaction and student dissatisfaction is less than 2% 
while the nations in 2004 was 12%, so the data is just simply stunning.  The public school community 
keeps telling us that the sky will fall down if we allow parents to choose for their childs….choose the 
school where their child can attend and yet we are just getting a gusher of data that says not only will 
public schools come crashing to the ground when subject to competition but they will shine.  Certainly 
there is no group of students that deserve a better shot than the students who we are talking about 
here today, the autistic and other forms of disability, many of these children can grow up to be 
normally functioning adults and we are seeing that that is not happening.  I am just very proud to vote 
“aye” and I appreciate this bill being brought before us. 
 
HCM 2008 – Native American education (now:  Native American; education) – DO PASS (Con’t) 
 
Representative Lujan, bill sponsor, further explained HCM 2008. 
 
Debra Yellowjohn, American Indian Voter Network, testified in support of HCM 2008. 
 
Kimberly Clarke, Parent, representing self, testified in support of HCM 2008. 
 
Senator Gould read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment C). 
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Senator Gould moved HCM 2008 returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 6). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Gray stated “I just received an email and it shows Cesar Chavez 
High School here with all the testing results, so saying we do not have the information available, it 
appears that it is available, but ethnic group and how they are doing, male and female, African 
American, Hispanic, so I will analyze that, but for now, for Mr. Lujan, I will vote “aye.” 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Hellon moved the minutes of March 22, 2006 be approved.   
Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:57 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Tapes and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.) 
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