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Chairman Johnson called the meeting to order at 1:40 p.m., and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Johnson moved the minutes of March 20, 2006 be approved.   
Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB 2613 – education and training vouchers; appropriation – DO PASS 
 
Jessica Ripplinger, Family Services Research Intern, explained HB 2613. 
 
Representative Biggs further explained HB 2613. 
 
 Senator Gray moved HB 2613 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
 The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 3-0-2 (Attachment 1). 
 
HB 2094 – joint legislative committee on homelessness – DO PASS AMENDED/ 
STRIKE EVERYTHING 
 
Kim Martineau, Family Services Research Analyst, explained the 1 page Johnson strike 
everything amendment dated 03/23/06 at 3:51 p.m. (Attachment A). 
 
Representative Hershberger further explained HB 2094 and answered questions posed by the 
Committee members. 
 
Bob Brutinel, Presiding Judge, Yavapai County, Arizona Judicial Council, testified in support of 
HB 2094 and answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
Senator Verschoor announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
 Senator Verschoor moved HB 2094 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
 Senator Verschoor moved the 1 page Johnson strike everything amendment dated  
 03/23/06 at 3:51 p.m.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
 Senator Verschoor moved HB 2094 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS, 
 recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-0 (Attachment 2). 
 
HB 2319 – department of economic security; continuation – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Jessica Ripplinger, Family Services Research Intern, explained HB 2319 and the 5 line Johnson 
amendment dated 03/24/06 at 9:52 a.m. (Attachment C). 
 
Senator Johnson further explained the 5 line Johnson amendment dated 03/24/06 at 9:52 a.m. 
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Representative Hershberger further explained HB 2319 and stated he is opposed to the 5 line 
Johnson amendment dated 03/24/06 at 9:52 a.m but would support a five year continuation of DES.  
Representative Hershberger also answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
David Berns, Director, Department of Economic Security, testified in support of HB 2319, 
referring to a handout entitled “DES TOP TEN IMPROVEMENTS:  Safety and Self-Sufficiency 
Individuals and Families – 2003-2005” (Attachment D) and in opposition to the 5 line Johnson 
amendment dated 03/24/06 at 9:52 a.m.  Mr. Berns also answered questions posed by the 
Committee members. 
 
Mary Gill, Deputy Director of Operations, Department of Economic Security, answered 
questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
Janice Mickens, Program Administrator, Division of Children, Youth and Families, Department 
of Economic Security, answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
Kim Martineau, Family Services Research Analyst, explained what would transpire if the 
Department of Economic Security is continued for one year and answered questions posed by the 
Committee members. 
 
Bob Hanks, representing self, testified in opposition to HB 2319.  
 
Senator Verschoor announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
Senator Soltero asked if the 5 line Johnson amendment dated 03/24/06 at 9:52 a.m. can be 
withdrawn and amended on the Senate floor to five years. 
 
Senator Johnson stated the 5 line Johnson amendment dated 03/24/06 at 9:52 a.m. would not be 
withdrawn. 
 
 Senator Verschoor moved HB 2319 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
 Senator Verschoor moved the 5 line Johnson amendment dated 03/24/06 at 9:52 a.m. 
 
Senator Verschoor stated he is willing to work on a floor amendment that would require DES to report 
their progress on the areas that have been identified as concerns to the Committee before their 
sunset is continued.  
 
 Senator Gray moved the following verbal amendment to the 5 line Johnson  amendment 
 dated 03/24/06 at 9:52 a.m. (Attachment E). 
 
 Page 1, line 1, strike “2007” insert “2008” 
 Line 2, strike “2007” insert “2008” 
 Line 3, strike “2008” insert “2009”  
 Line 4, strike “2006” insert “2006 and December 1, 2007” 
 
Kim Martineau explained the Gray verbal amendment and answered questions posed by the 
Committee members. 
 
 The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
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 Senator Verschoor moved the 5 line Johnson amendment dated 03/24/06 at 9:52 a.m. 
 AS AMENDED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
 Senator Verschoor moved HB 2319 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS, 
 recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of  3-2-0 (Attachment 3). 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Rios stated “I fully understand it’s important to stay on top of our 
areas of concern with CPS.  I am very concerned that we’re going to divert a lot of attention that they 
should be in and are currently addressing the children and families, to have them further prepare 
reports that they’re already providing to the Auditor General and for that reason I vote no.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Soltero stated “Madam Chair, I really believe that we should have 
extended DES for five years.  We normally extend the agencies for ten years.  I think cutting DES by 
fifty percent was already quite a cut in time, Madam Chair, and then we’re saying we’re going to do it 
for two years, which is even less than half of the five.  Madam Chair, I don’t think that’s the right thing 
to do as I stated before.  I really think that we could have continued DES for five years and addressed 
the issues that everybody is concerned about, pinpoint the issues, and let’s get some answers to 
where we feel there’s problems in the Department and let’s address it in that manner instead of 
putting the whole Department into a continuation of only two years.  Madam Chair, I have to vote no.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Johnson stated “In the ten years that I have been here there’s 
consistently been problems, more so in the CPS arena.  I just feel like this particular agency needs to 
be under very strict scrutiny, as much as possible.  To go ahead and continue it for two years I think 
is being generous and I really really want them to get the message that they have a lot of work to do, 
a lot of work to do.  We really want to hold their feet to the fire and so I vote aye.” 
 
HB 2743 – developmental disabilities; cognitive disability – DO PASS 
 
Jessica Ripplinger, Family Services Research Intern, explained HB 2743 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee members. 
 
Representative Hershberger further explained HB 2743 and answered questions posed by the 
Committee members. 
 
Jay Doeshevsky, Self-Advocacy Coalition of Arizona, testified in support of HB 2743 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
Patricia Jones, representing self, testified in support of HB 2743. 
 
Mike Pliska, representing self, testified in support of HB 2743. 
 
Monica Cooper, representing self, testified in support of HB 2743. 
 
Sherri McClain, representing self, testified in support of HB 2743. 
 
Senator Verschoor announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
 Senator Verschoor moved HB 2743 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
 The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-0 (Attachment 4). 
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In explanation of her vote, Senator Gray stated “For Jay, Patricia, Mike, Monica, and Sherri, thank 
you all for coming down and sharing your stories.  I think it is sad that sometimes people are very 
cruel and I hope that this bill helps because you certainly spoke here with dignity, I vote aye.”  
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Rios stated “Thank you all for bringing this to our attention and I 
think helping us to realize how stigmatizing phrases can be and I vote aye.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Johnson stated “I really want to just thank Representative 
Hershberger, I think he may have already left.  I really kind of passed over this bill when it first came 
to my Committee.  I looked at it and thought well I don’t see that this does a lot but as he explained it 
to me and especially after sitting here and listening to all of you and what you’ve had to say that’s 
made a very big impression.  I’m really glad that we’ve gone ahead to hear this bill and I vote aye.” 
 
HB 2627 – vulnerable adults; financial exploitation – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Jessica Ripplinger, Family Services Research Intern, explained HB 2627 and the 9 line Johnson 
amendment dated 03/24/06 at 4:28 p.m. (Attachment F).  Ms. Ripplinger also answered questions 
posed by the Committee members. 
 
Representative Downing further explained HB 2627. 
 
David Childers, America's Health Insurance Plans (AHIP), testified in support of HB 2627 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
Mike Fleishman, Attorney, Karp Heurlin Weiss, testified in support of HB 2627 and in opposition to 
the 9 line Johnson amendment dated 03/24/06 at 4:28 p.m.  Mr. Fleishman also answered questions 
posed by the Committee members. 
 
Senator Verschoor announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
 Senator Verschoor moved HB 2627 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
 Senator Verschoor moved the 9 line Johnson amendment dated 03/24/06 at 4:28 p.m.   
 The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
 Senator Verschoor moved HB 2627 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS, 
 recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-0 (Attachment 5). 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Gray stated “I think that the bankers should be involved and I put 
them on notice now on why they should not be.  I’ll run a floor amendment and I’ll vote aye for now.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Rios stated “I’ve been very concerned about exempting anyone to 
any extent while we’re talking about elder abuse but with that being said and with hopes that maybe 
we can undo this as well as adding in bankers I’ll vote yes at this point.” 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Verschoor stated “Maybe just a tad off the subject but I had a 
unique experience this weekend as I was going down to visit with my parents who are elderly and are 
having a hard time getting around to deal with that situation.  My dad got a phone call from a 
telemarketer, and I know this doesn’t address telemarketers.  It was somebody with the mortgage 
company and I sat there and listened to him talk to this person for a little while, coming to the idea 
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that he told the person he wasn’t interested, he wanted to end the discussion and had to tell this 
person three or four times before he finally hung up.  Sometimes I listen to these folks when they call 
me too and then I tell them I’m not interested and I hang up.  The remarkable thing was, because I’ve 
never experienced this myself, they called back.  They called back and my dad said don’t answer it 
they’re just calling back, so obviously this was not unusual for him.  So we didn’t answer it, the phone 
rang, we didn’t answer it, then the phone rang again and he said they’re just calling back don’t 
answer it.  This time I did pick up the phone and I said not interested please don’t call back and I 
hung up.  They called back again at which point I had to pull out the trump card and I said we’re not 
interested, if you call back again I want you to put us on the no call list, which I don’t support, but this 
is a good reason to support it, and I told the person if you call back again I will report you to the folks 
for calling back after we’ve told you that we’re not interested.  There are predators out there 
unfortunately and with that I vote aye.” 
 
HB 2559 – juvenile hearings; jury trials – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Kim Martineau, Family Services Research Analyst, explained HB 2559, the 17 line Johnson 
amendment dated 03/24/06 a 4:03 p.m. (Attachment G), and the 9 line Johnson amendment dated 
03/24/06 at 4:06 p.m. (Attachment H). 
 
Senator Johnson further explained the 17 line Johnson amendment dated 03/24/06 a 4:03 p.m. and 
the 9 line Johnson amendment dated 03/24/06 at 4:06 p.m. 
 
Representative Anderson further explained HB 2559. 
 
Robin Scoins, Director, Arizona Family Rights Advocacy Institute, testified in support of HB 2559 
and answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
Jerry Landau, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Supreme Court, Administrative Office of the Courts, 
testified in opposition to HB 2559 and answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
Beth Rosenberg, Children's Action Alliance, testified in opposition to HB 2559. 
 
Bob Hanks, representing self, testified in support of HB 2559. 
 
Senator Verschoor announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
 Senator Verschoor moved HB 2559 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
  
 Senator Verschoor moved the 9 line Johnson amendment dated 03/24/06 at 4:06 p.m. 
 The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
 Senator Verschoor moved the 17 line Johnson amendment dated 03/24/06 a 4:03 p.m. 
 The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
 Senator Verschoor moved HB 2559 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS, 
 recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 3-2-0 (Attachment 6). 
 
HB 2810 – utility assistance fund; administration – DO PASS 
 
Kim Martineau, Family Services Research Analyst, explained HB 2810. 
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Kathy Senseman, Corporate Public Affairs, Southwest Gas, testified in support of 2810 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
Cynthia Zwick, Executive Director, Arizona Community Action Association, testified in support 
of 2810 and answered questions posed by the Committee members. 
 
Janet Regner, representing self, testified in support of 2810 and answered questions posed by the 
Committee members. 
  
 Senator Verschoor moved HB 2810 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
 The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-1-0 (Attachment 7). 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Verschoor stated “I am a little uncomfortable with this bill and I’m 
not sure how I’m going to vote for it on the floor and for that reason I’m going to vote no right now.” 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:10 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

        Bill Ritz 
                                                              Committee Secretary 
 
(Tapes and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.) 
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