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Chairman Allen called the meeting to order at 2:35 p.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Allen moved the minutes of March 13, 2006 be approved.   
Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 

 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATION 
 
David Jerman, Member, Biomedical Research Commission - CONFIRMATION 
 
David Jerman gave an overview of his resume. 
 

Senator Hellon moved the Committee on Health recommend to the full Senate the 
CONFIRMATION of David Jerman as a member of the Biomedical Research 
Commission. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 1). 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB 2573 - ALTCS; county contributions – DO PASS 
 
Beth Kohler Lazare, Health Research Analyst, explained HB 2573 and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Representative Chase, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2573 and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Craig Sullivan, Deputy Director, County Supervisors Association, testified in support of HB 2573 
and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Allen announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Hellon moved HB 2573 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 2). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Arzberger stated that some counties had a higher percentage of 
elderly people in them, so it only made sense to make an even playing field for tax payers across the 
State and voted “aye.” 
 
HB 2643 - physical therapist assistants – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Amelia Horton, Health Research Intern, explained HB 2643. She explained the 2 line Allen 
amendment dated 3/17/06 at 2:34 p.m. (Attachment B) 
 
Linda Duke, Physical Therapist, Arizona Physical Therapy Association, testified as neutral on 
HB 2643 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Representative Murphy, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2643 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
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Peter Zawicki, Physical Therapist, representing self, testified in support of HB 2643 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Allen announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 
Suzanne Gilstrap, Arizona Association for Home Care, testified in support of HB 2643. 
 

Senator Hellon moved HB 2643 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Hellon moved the 2 line Allen amendment dated 3/17/06 at 2:34 p.m. be 
ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Hellon moved HB 2643 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-2-0 (Attachment 
3). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Hellon stated that Physical Therapists she has spoken with were 
uncomfortable with this legislation and voted “aye.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Allen agreed with Senator Hellon’s vote explanation and voted 
“aye.” 
 
HB 2786 - medical records; health professionals – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Beth Kohler Lazare, Health Research Analyst, explained HB 2786. She explained the 3 line Allen 
amendment dated 3/17/06 at 2:19 p.m. (Attachment C) 
 
Representative Paton, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2786 and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
David Landrith, Vice President of Policy and Political Affairs, Arizona Medical Association, 
testified in support of HB 2786. 
 
Senator Allen announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Hellon moved HB 2786 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Hellon moved the 3 line Allen amendment dated 3/17/06 at 2:19 p.m. 
 
Senator Hellon moved the following verbal amendment to the amendment:  

  Line 2, before “Line 6” insert “Page 2,” 
The motion CARRIED by voice vote.  
 
Senator Hellon moved the 3 line Allen amendment as amended be given a DO 
PASS recommendation. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
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Senator Hellon moved HB 2786 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 
4). 

 
HCM 2002 - full funding; Indian health services – DO PASS 
 
Amelia Horton, Health Research Intern, explained HCM 2002. 
 
Ron Lee, Navajo Health Foundation, Sage Memorial Hospital, testified in support of HCM 2002. 
 
Richie Nez, Chairman, Board of Directors, Navajo Health Foundation, Sage Memorial Hospital, 
testified in support of HCM 2002 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Allen announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Hellon moved HCM 2002 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 5). 

 
HB 2738 - appropriation; discounted health care services – DO PASS 
 
Amelia Horton, Health Research Intern, explained HB 2738. 
 
Representative Knaperek, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2738 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Terry McPeters, Executive Director, HealthCare Connect, testified in support of HB 2738. 
 
Tara Plese, Arizona Association of Community Health Centers, answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Senator Allen announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Hellon moved HB 2738 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-1-0 (Attachment 6). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Arzberger stated that she had concerns about not knowing where 
the expenditure goes and voted “no.”  
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Allen remarked that she would give the bill sponsor a chance to 
fight for priorities and voted “aye.” 
 
HB 2719 - AHCCCS; nonhospital providers; claims – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Beth Kohler Lazare, Health Research Analyst, explained HB 2719. She explained the 11 line Leff 
amendment dated 3/17/06 at 2:25 p.m. (Attachment D) 
 
Representative Stump, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2719. 
 
Mitch Menlove, Arizona Health Care Association, testified in support of HB 2719. 
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Senator Allen announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Hellon moved HB 2719 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Hellon moved the 11 line Leff amendment dated 3/17/06 at 2:25 p.m. be 
ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Hellon moved HB 2719 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 
7). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Leff stated that the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment 
System should pay on time without having a law to mandate them and voted “aye.” 
 
HB 2765 - optometrists; practice designations – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Amelia Horton, Health Research Intern, explained HB 2765. She explained the 3 line Hellon 
amendment dated 3/17/06 at 2:21 p.m. (Attachment E) 
 
Representative McComish, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2765. 
 
Steve Duffy, Attorney, Arizona Optometric Association, testified in support of HB 2765. 
 
Senator Allen announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Hellon moved HB 2765 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Hellon moved the 3 line Hellon amendment dated 3/17/06 at 2:21 p.m. be 
ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Hellon moved HB 2765 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 
8). 

 
HB 2781 - rural hospital loans; residencies; appropriation – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Beth Kohler Lazare, Health Research Analyst, explained HB 2781. She explained the 17 page 
Cannell amendment dated 3/17/06 at 2:26 p.m. (Attachment F) 
 
Representative McClain, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2781. 
 
Jason Bezozo, Director, Government Affairs and Policy, Arizona Hospital and Healthcare 
Association, testified in support of HB 2781 and neutral on the Cannell amendment. 
 
Steve Barclay, Legislative Liaison, Mayo Clinic Arizona, testified in support of HB 2781. 
 
Senator Cannell explained his amendment to the Committee. 
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Senator Hellon moved HB 2781 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Hellon moved the 17 page Cannell amendment dated 3/17/06 at 2:26 p.m. 
be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Hellon moved HB 2781 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 
9). 

 
HB 2448 - AHCCCS; verification of eligibility – DO PASS AMENDED / STRIKE EVERYTHING 
 
Beth Kohler Lazare, Health Research Analyst, explained the 4 page Allen Strike Everything 
amendment dated 3/16/06 at 3:25 p.m. (Attachment G) and answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Representative Burges, bill sponsor, testified in support of HB 2448 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Allen announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 
Elizabeth Baskett, Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System, answered questions posed by 
the Committee. 
 

Senator Hellon moved HB 2448 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Hellon moved the 4 page Allen Strike Everything amendment dated 
3/16/06 at 3:25 p.m. be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Hellon moved HB 2448 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 
10). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Cannell stated that although the bill did not seem necessary, he 
could not argue against it and for now, would vote “aye.” 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Allen told the Committee that she was troubled by not having a 
fiscal note but for now, would vote “aye.” 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:55 p.m. 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 Jeff Turner 
 Committee Secretary 
 
(Tapes and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.) 
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