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Chairman Martin called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m., and attendance was noted. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Martin moved the minutes of March 9, 2006 be approved.   
Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB 2177 – health insurance premium tax credit – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Sean Laux, Finance Committee Analyst explained HB 2177 and the 21 line Martin amendment 
dated 03/14/06 at 2:38 p.m. (Attachment A). 
 
Representative Quelland, bill sponsor, further explained HB 2177. 
 
Michelle Bolton, State Director, National Federation of Independent Business, testified in 
support of HB 2177. 
 
Todd Sanders, Vice President of Public Affairs, Greater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce, 
testified in support of HB 2177. 
 
Kevin DeMenna, Aetna, testified in support of HB 2177. 
 
Don Hughes, Lobbyist, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona, American Health Insurance Plans, 
testified in support of HB 2177. 
 
Senator Martin read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Harper moved HB 2177 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.   
 
Senator Harper moved the 21 line Martin amendment dated 03/14/06 at 2:38 p.m. 
be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Johnson moved the following verbal amendment to the HB 2177:  
 Page 2, line 27, after “A”, insert “LEGAL” (Attachment C) 
The motion CARRIED by voice vote.  
 
Senator Harper moved HB 2177 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-4-0(Attachment 
1). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Burns stated he has concerns regarding vouchers being sold on 
the open market, because there are citizens who do not see the need for insurance, but he voted 
“aye”. 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Cheuvront stated there needs to be some major revisions on the 
bill before it gets his final support for now he voted “aye”. 
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In explanation of her vote, Senator Johnson stated that she has objections to the poverty levels 
stated in the bill, but to keep the process moving for now she voted “aye”. 
 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Deborah Johnson – Member, Tourism and Sports Authority – RECOMMEND CONFIRMATION 
 
Deborah Johnson gave an overview of her resume and answered questions posed by the members. 
 

Senator Harper moved the Committee on Finance recommend to the full Senate 
the CONFIRMATION of Deborah Johnson as a Member of the Tourism and Sports 
Authority.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0-0 (Attachment 2). 

 
Gerard C. Walker – Member, Tourism and Sports Authority – RECOMMEND CONFIRMATION 
 
Gerard C. Walker gave an overview of his resume and answered questions posed by the members. 
 

Senator Gould moved the Committee on Finance recommend to the full Senate 
the CONFIRMATION of Gerard C. Walker as a Member of the Tourism and Sports 
Authority.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 8-0-1 (Attachment 3). 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB 2717 – tax exemption; government owned property – DO PASS 
 
Sean Laux, Finance Committee Analyst, explained HB 2717.  
 
Representative Knaperek, bill sponsor, further explained HB 2717. 
 
Mike Williams, City of Tempe, answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Martin read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Harper moved HB 2717 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 8-0-1 (Attachment 4). 

 
HB 2082 – ASRS; benefit election; spousal notification – DO PASS 
 
Sean Laux, Finance Committee Analyst, explained HB 2082.  
 
Shirley Gunther, Government Relations Officer, Arizona State Retirement System (ASRS), 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Suzanne Dobel, ASRS, answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Tom Finnerty, representing self, testified in support of HB 2082. 
 
Senator Martin announced that the Committee would come back to continue the discussion on HB 
2082 when the sponsor arrived. 
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HB 2103 – ASRS; local termination incentive program -  DO PASS 
 
Heidi Gannuscio, Finance Committee Assistant Analyst, explained HB 2103. 

 Senator Harper moved HB 2103 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-2-0 (Attachment 5). 

 
HB 2082 – ASRS; benefit election; spousal notification – DO PASS (cont.) 
 
Representative Konopnicki, bill sponsor, further explained HB 2082 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Harper moved HB 2082 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 9-0-0 (Attachment 6). 
 

HB 2686 – enterprise zones; reauthorization - HELD 
 
Heidi Gannuscio, Finance Committee Assistant Analyst, explained HB 2686 and the following 
amendments: 
  2 line Martin amendment dated 03/15/06 at 9:35 a.m. (Attachment D).  
 5 line Cheuvront amendment dated 03/15/06 at 2:52 p.m. (Attachment E). 
 
Senator Flake testified in support of HB 2686. 
 
Kevin McCarthy, President, Arizona Tax Research Association, testified in opposition to           
HB 2686.  
 
Jack Lunsford, President, WESTMARC & Western Maricopa Enterprise Zone, testified in support 
of HB 2686. 
 
Marcus Osborn, Manager of Government and Public Affairs, Arizona Association of Industries, 
testified in support of HB 2686. 
 
Senator Martin announced that HB 2686 would be HELD. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:37 a.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Tapes and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.) 
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