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Chairman Gray called the meeting to order at 8:34 a.m., and attendance was taken. 
 
Senator Gray announced that Senator Flake was excused for last weeks’ meeting. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1153 – postsecondary institutions; religious organizations; equality – DO PASS 
 
Bill Boyd, Education Committees Assistant Analyst, explained SB 1153.  
 
Peter Gentala, General Council, The Center for Arizona Policy, distributed a handout “Family 
Issue Fact Sheet – SB1153” (Attachment A) and testified in support of SB 1153. 
 

Senator Flake moved SB 1153 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 1). 

  
SB 1331 – postsecondary instruction; offensive coursework alternatives – DO PASS 
 
Ishra Solieman, Education Committees Intern, explained SB 1331. 
 
Christina Trefzger, Legislative Assistant, The Center for Arizona Policy, distributed a handout 
“Family Issue Fact Sheet – SB1331” (Attachment B) and testified in support of SB 1331. 
 
Senator Verschoor, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1331. 
 
Doyle Burke, teacher, representing self, testified in opposition to SB 1331. 
 
Senator Gray announced that she would temporarily discontinue discussion until a  decision by 
President Bennett was made as to whether this bill could be held. 
 
SB 1431 – community colleges; nonresident county; tuition – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Bill Boyd, Education Committees Assistant Analyst, explained SB 1431 and the 7-line Gray 
amendment dated 02/14/06 at 4:08 p.m. (Attachment C). 
 
Senator Bee, bill sponsor, distributed a handout (Attachment D) and further explained SB 1431. 
 
Dennis Miller, Santa Cruz County, answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Kathy Boyle, Executive Director, Arizona Community College Association, testified in opposition 
to SB 1431. 
 
Michael Hunter, Arizona Board of Regents, answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Kevin McCarthy, President, Arizona Tax Research Association, testified in support of SB 1431 
and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Kay Gale, County Administrator, Greenlee County, testified in support of SB 1431. 
 



  Committee on Higher Education 
 3  February 15, 2006 

Senator Gray distributed a handout “FY 2007 JLBC Budget – Arizona Community Colleges” 
(Attachment E) and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Flake moved SB 1431 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Flake moved the 7-line Gray amendment dated 02/14/06 at 4:08 p.m. be 
ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Flake moved SB 1431 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-1-0 (Attachment 
2). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Soltero stated that he is concerned about the affect on Pima 
County and he voted “no”. 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Flake stated that this bill needs more work and he is worried about 
the affect on his two colleges but he voted “aye” to keep this discussion proceeding. 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Hellon stated that she wants to encourage the interested parties to 
work further on this and she voted “aye”. 
 
Senator Gray read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment F). 

 
SB 1331 – postsecondary instruction; offensive coursework alternatives – DO PASS (Cont.) 
 
Senator Gray announced that President Bennett decided this bill could not be held over another 
week, so the Committee will continue the discussion and vote on this bill. 
 
Maria Hesse, President Of Chandler Gilbert Community College, testified in opposition to          
SB 1331.  
 
Senator Gray read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment F). 
 
Michael Hunter, Assistant Executive Director for Government Affairs, Arizona Board of 
Regents, stated that if and when there is further discussion to narrow the language of this bill, he 
requests that representatives of the University System be included in the discussions. 
 
Janet Regner, Maricopa Colleges Faculty Association, testified in opposition to SB 1331. 
 

Senator Verschoor moved SB 1331 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-2-0 (Attachment 3). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Hale stated that the wording on this bill is too broad and 
should be narrowed down and he voted “aye’. 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Hellon stated that the Legislature should not limit what is 
taught in higher education institutions and she voted “no”. 
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In explanation of his vote, Senator Mitchell stated that one of the main examples given was not 
about what was offensive to the individual, but what the individual thought should be offensive 
to others and he voted “no”. 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Soltero stated that he can not foresee how a bill like this 
could be put into action, but for now he voted “aye”. 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Flake stated something needs to be done, but he is not sure 
what and feels the only choice is to keep this discussion going and he voted “aye”.  
 
SB 1455 – charter schools; sponsorship – DO PASS AMENDED  
 
Dawn Nazary, Education Committees Analyst, explained SB 1455 and the 25-line Gray 
amendment dated 02/14/06 at 1:15 p.m. (Attachment G). 
 
Senator Martin, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1455. 
  
Tom Dorn, Arizona Charter Schools Association, testified in support of SB 1455. 
 

Senator Flake moved SB 1455 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Flake moved the 25-line Gray amendment dated 02/14/06 at 1:15 p.m. be 
ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 

 
Senator Flake moved SB 1455 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 4-3-0 (Attachment 
4). 

 
SB 1469 – universities; tuition increases – DO PASS AMENDED  
 
Dawn Nazary, Education Committees Analyst, explained SB 1469 and the 10-line Gray 
amendment dated 02/14/06 at 2:28 p.m. (Attachment H). 
 
Senator Martin, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1469. 
 
Senator Gray read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment F). 
 

Senator Hellon moved SB 1469 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Hellon moved the 10-line Gray amendment dated 02/14/06 at 2:28 p.m. be 
ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 

 
Senator Hellon moved SB 1469 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-2-0 (Attachment 
5). 
 

SB 1278 lottery proceeds; university scholarships – DO PASS 
 
Dawn Nazary, Education Committees Analyst, explained SB 1278 and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
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Senator Hale, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1278. 
 
Senator Flake read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment F). 
 

Senator Hale moved SB 1278 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 6). 

 
SB 1237 UA; out-of-state cap – DO PASS  
 
Dawn Nazary, Education Committees Analyst explained SB 1237.  
 
Senator Gray read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment F). 
 
Senator Miranda, bill sponsor, further explained his bill. 
 
Charlene Ledet, University of Arizona, answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 

Senator Gould moved SB 1237 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-2-0 (Attachment 7). 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:34 a.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Tapes and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.) 
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