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Chairman Hellon called the meeting to order at 1:41 p.m., and attendance was taken. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1078 – schools; special education; costs – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Bill Boyd, Education Committees Assistant Analyst, explained SB 1078 and the 17-line Hellon 
amendment dated 02/07/06 at 8:09 a.m. (Attachment A). 
 
Senator Allen, bill sponsor, further explained her bill. 
 
Molly Holzer, School Board Member, representing self, testified in support of SB 1078. 
 
Kristin Anderson, Special Advocate, representing self, testified in support of SB 1078. 
 
Lois Healey, Special Education Director, Scottsdale School District, testified in support of        
SB 1078. 
 
Lolly Petersen, student, testified in support of SB 1078. 
 
Margaret Corcoran-Smith, Special Education Parent Advisory Council of Scottsdale, testified in 
support of SB 1078. 
 
Jon Hinz, Director Fairness and Accountability in Insurance Reform, testified in support of SB 
1078. 
 
Michael Smith, Associate, Arizona School Administrators, testified in support of SB 1078. 
 
Senator Gould read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Gould moved SB 1078 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Gould moved the 17-line Hellon amendment dated 02/07/06 at 8:09 a.m. 
be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Gould moved the 17-line Hellon amendment dated 02/06/06 at 11:07 a.m. 
be ADOPTED (Attachment C).  The motion was WITHDRAWN. 
 
Senator Gould moved SB 1078 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-1 (Attachment 
1). 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Hellon moved the minutes of February 1, 2006 be approved.   
Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 
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SB 1414 – schools; mental health screenings; consent - HELD 
 
Dawn Nazary, Education Committee Analyst, explained SB 1414 and the 14-line Johnson 
amendment dated 02/06/06 at 3:56 p.m. (Attachment D).  
 
Senator Johnson, bill sponsor, further explained her bill. 
 
Richard Haworth, Legislative Liaison, Citizens Common Human Rights, distributed and 
explained two handouts “U.S. Food and Drug Administration” (Attachment E) and “Group:  Gifts guide 
doctors” (Attachment F) and testified in support of SB 1414. 
 
Rebecca Noble, Arizona Vice President, Parents for Label & Drug Free Education, testified in 
support of SB 1414. 
 
Maria Figueroa, Tucson Elementary School Principal, representing self, testified in support of 
SB 1414. 
 
Karen Hall, Mother, representing self, testified in support of SB 1414. 
 
Taylor Hall-Ritchie, representing self, testified in support of SB 1414. 
 
Pepper Draper, Arizona Director for International Coalition for Drug Awareness, testified in 
support of SB 1414. 
 
Sherri Walton, Mental Health Association of Arizona, testified in opposition to SB 1414. 
 
Senator Johnson, bill sponsor, requested that her bill be held until next week. 
 
Senator Hellon announced that SB 1414 would be HELD. 
 
Howard Glasser, Executive Director, Children's Success Foundation, representing self, 
testified in support of SB 1414. 
 
Michael Smith, Associate, Arizona School Administrators, testified against SB 1414. 
 
SB 1526 – school curriculum; Native American culture – DO PASS 
 
Ishra Solieman, Education Committees Intern, explained SB 1526. 
 
Senator Hale, bill sponsor, further explained the bill. 
 
Leland Leonard, Navajo Nation Education Director, Navajo Nation, testified in support of          
SB 1526. 
 
Michael Smith, Associate, Arizona School Administrators, testified in opposition and provided 
information. 
 
Vince Yanez, Executive Director, State Board of Education, answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 



  Committee on K-12 Education 
 4  February 8, 2006 

Jim Lemmon, Governing Board Member, Tempe Elementary School District #3, representing 
self, testified in opposition to SB 1526. 
 
Senator Gould read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Gould moved SB 1526 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-3-0 (Attachment 2). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Huppenthal stated that he is reluctant to interfere with 
individual school districts.  He said, “Instead of embedding it in state law, it should be a 
suggestion” and he voted “no”. 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Johnson stated that she has some questions to be 
answered and she voted “no”. 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Gould stated that he would like to see this implemented bill 
but does not think that a working plan has been created yet.  He said if a plan is created then 
he could vote for it, but for now he voted “no”. 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Hellon stated that for now she would vote “aye”, but that a 
better plan for implementation needs to be worked out. 
 
SB 1239 – school buses; signs – DO PASS 
 
Ishra Solieman, Education Committees Intern, explained SB 1239.  
 
Senator Arzberger, bill sponsor, distributed three handouts “Willcox Unified School District #13” 
(Attachment G), “Cochise County Attorney Letter” (Attachment H), Email from Michael Reed 
(Attachment I) and further explained her bill. 
 
Senator Gould read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Gould moved SB 1239 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  The motion 
CARRIED with a roll call vote of 8-0-0 (Attachment 3). 

 
SB 1226 – school board members; increase – DO PASS 
 
Bill Boyd, Education Committees Assistant Analyst, explained SB 1226. 
 
Senator Huppenthal, bill sponsor, further explained his bill. 
 
Senator Gould read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Gould moved SB 1226 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  The motion 
CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-3-0 (Attachment 4). 

 
SB 1270 – top 50 schools; publication – DO PASS  
 
Bill Boyd, Education Committees Assistant Analyst explained SB 1270.  
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Senator Huppenthal, bill sponsor, further explained his bill. 
 
Senator Gould read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Gould moved SB 1270 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-2-0 (Attachment 5). 

 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Aguirre stated that she feels it should be an internal thing 
that gets done, she does not like the idea of lists and she voted “no”. 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Cheuvront stated that it is very important for parents to 
know whether their school is performing or not, so he voted “aye”. 
 
SB 1324 – schools; open enrollment; foster children – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Ishra Solieman, Education Committees Intern, explained SB 1324 and the 4-line Johnson 
amendment dated 02/06/06 at 3:10 p.m. (Attachment J). 
 
Senator Gould read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
  

Senator Johnson moved SB 1324 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Johnson moved her 4-line amendment dated 02/06/06 at 3:10 p.m. be 
ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Johnson moved SB 1324 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-1 (Attachment 
6). 

 
SB 1439 – state board; education; appropriation; staffing – DO PASS 
 
Ishra Solieman, Education Committees Intern, explained SB 1439. 
 
Vince Yanez, Executive Director, State Board of Education, testified in support of SB 1439 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Gould read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Gould moved SB 1439 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-1-1 (Attachment 7). 

 
SB 1394 – SAIS; school tuition organizations – DO PASS AMENDED  
 
Bill Boyd, Education Committees Assistant Analyst, explained SB 1394 and the 16-line 
Cheuvront amendment dated 02/07/06 at 4:47 p.m. (Attachment K). 
 
Senator Cheuvront, bill sponsor, further explained his bill and amendment. 
 
Harry Miller, Executive Director, Tuition Organization for Private Schools, testified against SB 
1394. 
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Cathi Herrod, Interim President, The Center for Arizona Policy, testified against SB 1394. 
 
Janice McGoldrick, Director of Information Technology, Arizona Department of Education, 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Art Harding, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Department of Education, answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Senator Gould read the names of individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Gould moved SB 1394 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Cheuvront moved his 16-line amendment dated 02/07/06 at 4:47 p.m. be 
ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 

 
Senator Cheuvront moved SB 1394 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-3-0 (Attachment 
8). 

 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Cheuvront stated that right now there is no way to track 
students to see if the various programs are succeeding and he voted “aye”. 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Huppenthal stated that this program is still small and fragile 
and so at this time he voted “no”. 
 
In explanation of his vote, Senator Gould stated that this program may be optional this year 
and mandatory next year.  He said incrementalism is how we move further and further away 
from freedom and he voted “no”. 
 
In explanation of her vote, Senator Johnson stated that she felt divided on this issue and she 
voted “no”. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Tapes and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.) 
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