
ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
47TH LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 
 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES AND RURAL AFFAIRS 

 
DATE:  March 30, 2005 TIME:   1:30 p.m. ROOM: SHR 109 

 
CHAIRMAN: Senator Flake VICE CHAIRMAN: Senator Blendu 

  
ANALYST: Fred Breedlove  INTERN:            Beth Lewallen 

 
COMMITTEE  
SECRETARY:  

 
Ron Thomas 

   
 

 

ATTENDANCE BILLS 

 

Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 
Senator Arzberger  X  HB 2277 DPA 
Senator Bee X   HB 2323 DP 
Senator Cannell X   HB 2520 DP 
Senator Jarrett X   HB 2613 DP 
Senator Rios X   HB 2643 DP 
Senator Blendu, Vice Chairman X   HB 2644 DPA 
Senator Flake, Chairman X   HB 2720 DP 
    HCM 2007 DP 

 
GOVERNOR’S APPOINTMENTS  

 
Name Position Recommendation 

Robert Dean Hernbrode Member, Game and Fish Commission CONFIRMATION 

Kirk M. Rowdabaugh 
 

State Forester 
 

CONFIRMATION 
 

Norman R. Brown 
Member, Arizona State Land Department Board of 
Appeals 

CONFIRMATION 
 

 
Rebecca Ramsey Ruopp 

Member, Urban Land Planning Oversight 
Committee 

CONFIRMATION 
 

 
Bruce Mason 

 
Public Member, Water Quality Appeals Board 

 
CONFIRMATION 
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Chairman Flake called the meeting to order at 1:31 p.m., and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Senator Flake moved the minutes of March 16, 2005 be approved.  Without 
objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 
 

CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB 2613 - forest health amendments. – DO PASS 
 
Beth Lewallen, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Committee Intern, explained HB 2613.  
 
Jennifer Boucek, Executive Assistant for Policy Affairs, Governor's Office, provided testimony 
in opposition of HB 2613.  
 
Sandy Bahr, Conservation Director, Sierra Club, Grand Canyon Chapter, provided testimony in 
opposition of HB 2613.  
 
Attached is a list of the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 

 
Senator Blendu moved HB 2613 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-1-1(Attachment 1). 

 
HB 2644 - fire; building; life safety; department – DO PASS AMENDED 

 

Pam Gallagher, Government Committee Assistant Research Analyst, explained HB 2644, the 
Flake 5-line amendment dated 03/29/05 at 8:20 a.m., and the Flake 19-line amendment dated 
03/29/05 at 2:10 p.m. 
 
Representative O’Halleran, bill sponsor, provided support for HB 2644.  
 
Tim Hill, Legislative Liaison, Professional Fire Fighters of Arizona, provided testimony in support 
of HB 2644.  
 
Attached is a list of the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 

 
Senator Blendu moved HB 2644 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Blendu moved the Flake 5-line amendment dated 03/29/05 at 8:20 a.m. 
be ADOPTED (Attachment B).  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Blendu moved the Flake 19-line amendment dated 03/29/05 at 2:10 p.m. 
be ADOPTED (Attachment C).  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Blendu moved HB 2644 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-1  
(Attachment 2). 
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EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Robert Dean Hernbrode, Game and Fish Commission - RECOMMEND CONFIRMATION 

 
Senator Blendu moved the Committee on Natural Resources and Rural Affairs 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Robert Dean Hernbrode 
as a Member of the Game and Fish Commission.  The motion CARRIED by a 
roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 3). 

 
Kirk M. Rowdabaugh, State Forester - RECOMMEND CONFIRMATION 

 
Senator Blendu moved the Committee on Natural Resources and Rural Affairs 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Kirk M. Rowdabaugh as a 
Member of the State Forester.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 5-0-2 
(Attachment 4). 

 
Norman R. Brown, Arizona State Land Department Board of Appeals -– RECOMMEND 
CONFIRMATION 

 
Senator Blendu moved the Committee on Natural Resources and Rural Affairs 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Norman R. Brown as a 
Member of the Arizona State Land Department Board of Appeals.  The motion 
CARRIED by a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 5). 

 
Rebecca Ramsey Ruopp, Urban Land Planning Oversight Committee – RECOMMEND 
CONFIRMATION 

 
Senator Blendu moved the Committee on Natural Resources and Rural Affairs 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Rebecca Ramsey Ruopp 
as a Member of the Urban Land Planning Oversight Committee.  The motion 
CARRIED by a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 6). 

 
Bruce Mason, Water Quality Appeals Board – RECOMMEND CONFIRMATION 

 
Senator Blendu moved the Committee on Natural Resources and Rural Affairs 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Bruce Mason as a 
Member of the Water Quality Appeals Board.  The motion CARRIED by a roll 
call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 7). 

 
HB 2277 – water providers; water plans(now: water providers; community system plans) – DO 
PASS AMENDED 
 
Fred Breedlove, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Committee Analyst, explained HB 2277 
and the Flake 14-line amendment dated 03/30/05 at 10:29 a.m.  
 
Representative O’Halleran, bill sponsor, provided support for HB 2277.  
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Herb Guenther, Director, Arizona Department of Water Resources, provided handouts regarding 
concerns about HB 2277 and a comparison of community water system plan requirements 
(Attachment D).   
 
Attached is a list of the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 

 
Senator Blendu moved HB 2277 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Blendu moved the Flake 14-line amendment dated 03/30/05 at 10:29 
a.m. be ADOPTED (Attachment E).  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Blendu moved HB 2277 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 
(Attachment  8). 
 

HB 2643 - lower Colorado river multispecies conservation – DO PASS 
 
Fred Breedlove, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Committee Analyst, explained HB 2643.  
 
Representative O’Halleran, bill sponsor, provided support for HB 2643.  
 
Tom McCann, Attorney, Central Arizona Project, provided testimony in support of HB 2643.  
 
Attached is a list of the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 

 
Senator Blendu moved HB 2643 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 9). 

 
HB 2520 - chemical fire response; task force – DO PASS 

 
Beth Lewallen, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Committee Intern, explained HB 2520.  
 
Representative Leah Landrum Taylor, bill sponsor, provided support for HB 2520.  
 
Briana Beller, representing self, provided testimony in support of HB 2520.  
 
Attached is a list of the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 

 
Senator Blendu moved HB 2520 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 10). 

 
HB 2323 – tax credits; water conservation systems.– DO PASS  
 
 
Beth Lewallen, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Committee Intern, explained HB 2323.  
 
Representative Gray, bill sponsor, provided support for HB 2323.  
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Attached is a list of the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Blendu moved HB 2323 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 11). 
 

HB 2720 - general industrial use permits; extension – DO PASS 
 
Beth Lewallen, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Committee Intern, explained HB 2720.  
 
Carole Hubbs, representing self, provided testimony in support of HB 2720.  
 
Attached is a list of the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 

 
Senator Blendu moved HB 2720 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 12). 

 
HCM 2007 - CAP water priority – DO PASS 
 
Beth Lewallen, Natural Resources and Rural Affairs Committee Intern, explained HCM 2007.  
 
Sid Wilson, General Manager, Central Arizona Project, provided testimony in support of  
HCM 2007, and answered questions.  
 
Attached is a list of the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 

 
Senator Blendu moved HCM 2007 be returned with a DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-0-2 
(Attachment 13). 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:47 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Ron Thomas 
Committee Secretary 
 
(Tapes and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.) 
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