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Chairman Leff called the meeting to order at 8:45 a.m., and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Leff moved the minutes of February 2, 2005 be approved.   
Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 

 
SB 1413 – liquor licenses; ownership; local agreements - HELD 
 
Senator Leff announced that she would HOLD SB 1413. 

 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Richard Court Houseworth gave an overview of his resume, a handout statement, and answered 
questions posed by the members (Attachment A). 
  

Senator Waring moved the Committee on Commerce and Economic Development 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Richard Court Houseworth 
as Superintendent of the State Banking Department.  The motion CARRIED by a 
roll call vote of 6-0-2 (Attachment 1). 
 

CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1156 – contractors; technical correction – DISCUSS/HELD 
 
Senator Leff announced that SB 1156 would be HELD, however Dr. Kristine Romine would talk in 
support of the striker amendment and answer questions asked by the committee. 
 
SB 1169 – luxury tax; liquor wholesalers – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Ryan Koller, Finance Committee Intern, explained SB 1169.   He explained the 2-page Blendu 
amendment dated 02/08/05 at 2:49 p.m. 
 
Senator Leff announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 
Susie Stevens, Alliance Beverage Distributing, testified in support of SB 1169. 
 
Jim Norton, Lobbyist, United Beverage Company, testified in support of SB 1169. 
 

Senator Waring moved SB 1169 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Blendu moved his 2-page amendment dated 02/08/05 at 2:49 p.m. be 
ADOPTED (Attachment C).   The motion CARRIED by a voice vote. 

 
Senator Waring moved SB 1169 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 7-0-1 (Attachment 2). 
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SB 1299 – gift cards; fees; expiration; disclosure – DO PASS AMENDED/STRIKE EVERYTHING 
 
Brandy Martin, Commerce and Economic Development Analyst, explained the 2-page Leff strike 
everything amendment dated 02/07/05 at 12:52 p.m. to SB 1299. 

 
Senator Waring moved SB 1299 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Waring moved the 2-page Leff strike everything amendment dated 
02/07/05 at 12:52 p.m be ADOPTED (Attachment D). 
 

Senator Leff explained her strike everything amendment. 
 
Michelle Ahlmer, Executive Director, Arizona Retailers Association, testified in opposition to 
SB1299 and answered questions asked by the committee. 
 
Anthony Forschino, Legislative Liaison, Department of Revenue, answered questions asked by 
the committee. 
 
Tanya Wheeless, Arizona Banker’s Association, testified in opposition to SB 1299. 
 
Steve Chucri, President, Arizona Restaurant & Hospitality Association, testified in opposition to 
SB 1299. 
 
 The motion CARRIED by a voice vote. 

 
Senator Waring moved SB 1299 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 8-0-0 (Attachment 3). 

 
SB 1335 – small business investments; tax credit – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Brandy Martin, Commerce and Economic Development Analyst, explained SB 1335.  
 
Todd Bankofier, President of the Arizona Technology Council, testified in support of SB 1335. 
 
Patrick Stoner, Chief Executive Officer, Stoner-Roland, Interactive Alchemy, testified in support 
of SB 1335. 
 
Senator Leff announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Waring moved SB 1335 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Waring moved the 4-line Leff amendment dated 02/08/05 at 4:49 p.m. be 
ADOPTED (Attachment E).   The motion CARRIED by a voice vote. 

 
Senator Waring moved SB 1335 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 6-1-1 (Attachment 4). 

 
 
SB 1447 – misrepresentation; on-line businesses; identifying information – DO PASS  
 
Daniel Armstrong, Commerce and Economic Development Intern, explained SB 1447.  



  Committee on Commerce and Economic Development 
 4  February 9, 2005 

 
 
Senator Martin, bill sponsor, explained SB 1447 and answered questions asked by the committee. 
 
William Ashworth, Policy Counsel, Microsoft, testified in support of SB 1447 and answered 
questions asked by the committee. 
 
Cory Miller, Executive Director, Arizona Electronics Association, testified in support of SB 1447. 
 
Senator Leff announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B). 
 

Senator Waring moved SB 1447 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 6-0-2 (Attachment 5). 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:03 a.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Tapes and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.) 
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