
ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
46TH LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 
 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
DATE:  February 9, 2004 TIME:   1:30 p.m. ROOM: SHR 109 

 
CHAIRMAN: Senator Hellon VICE CHAIRMAN: Senator Mead 

  
ANALYST: Dallas Gold INTERN: Bhairav Radia 

 
 
ASSISTANT 
ANALYST:   

 
Kristina Boone 

COMMITTEE  
SECRETARY:   

 
Carol Dager 

 

ATTENDANCE BILLS 

 

Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 
Senator Aguirre X   SB 1135 DISCUSSION/HELD 
Senator Anderson X   SB 1152 HELD 
Senator Hale  X  SB 1178 FAILED 
Senator Miranda X   SB 1258 DP 
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Chairman Hellon called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m., and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Hellon moved the minutes of February 2, 2004, be approved.  Without 
objection, the minutes were approved as distributed.  

 
PRESENTATION 
 
Ted Maish, President, ACTE/AZ, distributed a handout (Attachment A) and talked briefly about their 
programs, as well as their leadership and skills conferences.   
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
Senator Hellon announced that she would be holding the following bills:   
 
SB 1152 – provisional community colleges; financing – HELD 
 
SB 1303 – community college boards; term limitations – HELD 
 
SB 1310 – universities; financial aid trust fund – HELD 
 
 
SB 1135 – special education weights; placement neutrality – DISCUSSION/HELD 
 
Bhairav Radia, Senate Education Committee Intern, explained SB 1135.   
 
Art Harding, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Department of Education (ADE), introduced Joanne 
Phillips, Deputy Associate Superintendent, Exceptional Student Services, ADE, who provided 
details of the bill and answered many questions from the Committee members.  
 
Senator Hellon stated that she would be holding SB 1135, giving the sponsors additional time to work 
with the interested parties to clarify some of the issues in the bill.  
 
Senator Hellon announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B).  
 
SB 1259 – university admissions; equitability – HELD 
 
Senator Hellon announced that she would be holding SB 1259. 
 
SCM 1006 – education; unfunded federal mandates – DO PASS 
 
Mr. Radia explained SCM 1006.   
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Senator Tibshraeny, sponsor of the bill, provided additional details regarding SCM 1006.  
 
John Wright, Vice President, Arizona Education Association (AEA), testified in support of the bill. 
 
Senator Hellon announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B).  
 

Senator Mead moved SCM 1006 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-2.  (Attachment 1) 

 
SB 1178 – school tax credit; classroom instruction – FAILED 
 
Mr. Radia explained SB 1178.   
 
Senator Leff, sponsor of the bill, provided additional information regarding SB 1178. 
 
Michael Smith, Associate, Arizona School Administrators, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
Janice Palmer, Governmental Relations Analyst, Arizona School Boards Association, testified 
in opposition to the bill. 
 
Michael Hunter, Vice President, Arizona Tax Research Association (ATRA), testified in 
opposition to the bill. 
 
John Wright, Vice President, AEA, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
Senator Hellon announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B).  
 

Senator Mead moved SB 1178 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation 
The motion FAILED with a roll call vote of 2-6-1.  (Attachment 2) 

 
 
 
SB 1263 – national guard; tuition; waiver – DO PASS 
 
Mr.  Radia explained SB 1263.   
 
Senator Garcia, sponsor of the bill, provided additional information about SB 1263. 
 
Former Senator Tom Smith, representing himself, testified in support of the bill.  
 
Michael Virgin, Director, Joint Programs, National Guard, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Senator Hellon announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B).  
 

Senator Mead moved SB 1263 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-2.  (Attachment 3) 
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SB 1258 – provisional community colleges; expenditure limitation –  DO PASS 
 
Mr. Radia explained SB 1258.   
 
Dennis Miller, Lobbyist, Santa Cruz County, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Senator Hellon announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B).  
 

Senator Mead moved SB 1258 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-3.  (Attachment 4) 

 
SB 1277 – schools; administrative paperwork; reduction –  DO PASS 
 
Dallas Gold, Senate Education Committee Analyst, explained SB 1277.   
 
Jim Dicello, Assistant Superintendent, Business, Paradise Valley Unified School 
District, testified in support of the bill.   
 
Janet Fisher, Director, Law and Research Library, State Library and Archives, testified that they 
are neutral on the bill.   
 
Michael Hunter, Vice President, ATRA, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
John Fearing, Executive Director, Arizona Newspapers Association, testified in opposition to the 
bill. 
 
Charles Essigs, Assistant Superintendent, Arizona Association of School Business Officials, 
testified in support of the bill. 
 
Senator Hellon announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment B).  
 

Senator Mead moved SB 1277 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-1-3.  (Attachment 5) 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:45 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 Carol Dager 
 Committee Secretary 
 
(Tapes and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.) 
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