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Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:41 a.m., and roll call was taken.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Chairman Anderson moved the minutes of January 29, 2004 be approved.   
Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 

 
Chairman Anderson announced a change in staff for this Committee.  He stated that Sean Laux has 
been appointed Finance Committee Analyst, and Barbara Guenther will be the Family Services 
Committee Analyst.  Chairman Anderson commended Mr. Laux for his outstanding work on this 
Committee, and welcomed Ms. Guenther’s return as Analyst for the Family Services Committee. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1149 – healthy families program; marriage classes – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Barbara Guenther, Family Services Committee Analyst, explained SB 1149. 
 
Senator Anderson, bill sponsor, stated he visited the Healthy Families Program recently and 
believes this is a good bill.  He distributed two handouts (Attachments A and B). 
 
Rebecca Ruffner, Executive Director, Prevent Child Abuse, Prescott, testified in support of SB 
1149.   She provided an overview of the program and distributed a handout of her slide presentation 
(Attachment C).  
 
Suzanne Schunk, Director, Family Support Services, Southwestern Development, and 
representing Arizona Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers, testified in support 
of SB 1149.  
 
Amanda Caraballo, representing herself, testified in support of SB 1149.  
 
Bob Tures, Program Director, Strong Families, Flagstaff, testified in support of SB 1149.  He 
distributed a handout (Attachment D). 
 
Senator Anderson announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment E). 
 

Senator Verschoor moved SB 1149 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
 
Senator Brotherton moved the following verbal amendment to SB 1149 be 
ADOPTED: 
 

Page 1, line 41, strike “COUPLES” insert “PARTICIPANTS”.   
 
The motion CARRIED by a voice vote. 
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Senator Tibshraeny moved SB 1149 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 7-0-0 (Attachment 1). 

 
SB 1156 – retroactive child support – DO PASS 
 
Barbara Guenther, Family Services Committee Analyst, explained SB 1156. 
 
Lisa Moore-Melton, Managing Attorney, Community and Legal Services, East Side Office, 
testified in support of SB 1156.   
 
Senator Anderson announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment E). 
 

Senator Verschoor moved SB 1156 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 5-0-2 (Attachment 2). 

 
 
Without objection the meeting was adjourned at 11:10 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Nancy DeMichele 
Committee Secretary 
 
(Tapes and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.) 
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