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Chairman Binder called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m., and roll call was taken.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Chairman Binder moved the minutes of March 18, 2003, March 25, 2003, April 1, 
2003 and April 8, 2003 be approved.  Without objection, the minutes were 
approved as distributed. 

 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATION 
 
Michael Maurice Golightly – Member, Game and Fish Commission – RECOMMEND 
CONFIRMATION 
 
Michael Golightly, remarked that he would enjoy continuing to serve on the Game and Fish 
Commission and noted that he has been a member of the Commission since 1993.  He stated that he 
enjoys working with the constituency groups of sportsmen and non-consumptive groups, and enjoys 
politics.   He commented that some natural resource issues are contentious and often require a lot of 
hard work and team effort.   He noted that he has a passion for wildlife, which was fostered in his 
early childhood, living in the Kingman, Arizona area.  
 
Senator Blendu remarked that he would support the nomination if Mr. Golightly would be willing to 
commit to exercise his best judgement going forward in this position.  He asked if Mr. Golightly felt 
capable of doing this, even with requests from other governmental offices to do otherwise.  Mr. 
Golightly remarked that in the event of requests from other offices, he would ask questions, obtain 
accurate data and discuss the issue to discover whether a balance could be reached.  He stated that 
he would always vote his conscience.  
 
Senator Blendu commented that he did not see anything wrong with other governmental offices 
making requests for support, but was opposed to the bypassing of established processes in order to 
accomplish certain outcomes.  Mr. Golightly stated that he would evaluate any request for potential 
benefit to a resource, the sportsmen of the State and non-consumptive users.  Then, if warranted, he 
would agenda the item and let the public weigh in on the issue before voting his conscience.  
 
Senator Allen asked what one or two important issues he has supported in his tenure in this position.  
Mr. Golightly stated that he has observed the Game and Fish Department evolve into an agency that 
goes to great lengths and spends funds to educate the public on controversial issues or programs. He 
stated that the outreach program is the most significant item that he has been a part of.  He remarked 
that another issue of significance is the caring demonstrated by the Department towards its 
employees.  
 
Senator Allen asked what other issues or programs are still needed to improve the Game and Fish 
Department.  She also asked if he had any goals for the Department.  Mr. Golightly stated that he has 
been the State Chairman for the Habitat Partnership Program, which initially came out from the 
Legislature, called the Elk Partnership Program. This program was designed to resolve conflict 
between sportsmen and ranchers over elk issues.  He stated that he would like to continue working 
on this program.  He noted that the encroachment of rural areas into more wildlife habitat is creating a 
lot of problems especially with javalinas.   He stated that this issue will be a challenge during this next 
term.  
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Senator Allen asked what the status was of the Mearns’ quail situation.  Mr. Golightly stated that this 
is a very controversial issue that involves biology and sociology.  He commented that as a result of 
this controversy, the Game and Fish Department, under the direction of the Commission, has 
established a research project to obtain more scientific data.   He remarked that there might have 
been some disappointment two weeks ago when the Commission did not lower the bag limit.   
 
Senator Jarrett commented that gun ranges being built near residential areas is another controversial 
issue.  She asked for an update on the situation regarding the gun range that is located west of the 
City of Flagstaff in a residentially zoned area.  Mr. Golightly stated that in 1993, members of the 
public, law enforcement agencies, the Flagstaff City Council, and the Coconino County Board of 
Supervisors came to him to request his assistance with the “wildcat” and indiscriminate shooting that 
was occurring near the city and in the forest.  He noted that Flagstaff is the largest city in the State 
that does not have a formal shooting range. He stated in 1993, sixteen sites were reviewed for an 
established shooting range.  Three sites were settled upon, and two were discarded due to cultural 
issues. The final selection was narrowed to the Belmont site, which already had a truck stop, 
Interstate-40 and the Navajo Army Depot nearby.  He stated that most of the surrounding land was 
industrially zoned, except for one small parcel of residential zoned land.  He remarked that he met 
with the owner at that time, who stated that he did not intend to use the property for residential use.  
Because of the Forest Service and other issues, since that time, that area has been developed and 
the future of the shooting range is still undetermined.   He stated that there is a federal lawsuit in 
progress, and remarked that once the issue is settled, the Game and Fish Department, members of 
the community and the Commission need to meet to decide what to do next time.   He opined that the 
Forest Service needs to take appropriate steps to provide forest land for a shooting range.   
 
Senator Brown expressed his hope that the Commission would continue the progress that has been 
shown regarding the elk situation in rural areas.  
 
Senator Cannell stated that the Yuma Rod and Gun Club support the nomination of Mr. Golightly.  
 
Senator Binder introduced a letter of support from Herb Guenther, Director of the Arizona Department 
of Water Resources (Attachment A). 
 
Senator Binder announced that there were no the individuals registered on this nomination. 
 

Senator Jarrett moved the Committee on Natural Resources and Transportation 
recommend to the full Senate the CONFIRMATION of Michael Maurice Golightly 
as a Member of the Game and Fish Commission.  The motion CARRIED by a roll 
call vote of 6-0-1 (Attachment 1). 

 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Tracey Moulton 
Committee Secretary 

(Tapes and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate's Office/Resource Center, Room, 115.) 
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