
 

ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
46TH LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 
 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE ON 
HEALTH 

 
DATE:  April 3, 2003 TIME:   8:30 a.m. ROOM: SHR 1 

 
CHAIRMAN: Senator Allen VICE CHAIRMAN: Senator Binder 

  
ANALYST: Julie Keane INTERN: Kimberly Coleman 

 
 
ASSISTANT 
ANALYST:   

 
Brandy Martin 

COMMITTEE  
SECRETARY: 

 
Carol Dager 

 

ATTENDANCE BILLS 

 

Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 
Senator Cannell X   HB 2215 DP 
Senator Garcia X   HB 2379 DPA 
Senator Harper X     
Senator Hellon X     
Senator Jackson X     
Senator Leff X     
Senator Miranda X     
Senator Binder, Vice Chairman X     
Senator Allen, Chairman X     

 
GOVERNOR’S APPOINTMENTS  

 
Name Position Recommendation 

C. Eileen Bond Member, Disease Control Research Commission CONFIRMATION 
Dr. Henry Courtland Reeves Member, Disease Control Research Commission CONFIRMATION 
Steven Weinberg Member, Disease Control Research Commission CONFIRMATION 
Eladio Pereira Member, Disease Control Research Commission CONFIRMATION 
Dr. Colleen Marie Brophy Member, Disease Control Research Commission CONFIRMATION 
William Lee Emerson Member, Arizona Health Facilities Authority CONFIRMATION 
Susanne W. Straussner Member, Arizona Health Facilities Authority CONFIRMATION 
Helene Fearon Member, Board of Physical Therapy CONFIRMATION 
Dr. Patrick N. Connell Member, Arizona Medical Board CONFIRMATION 
Dr. Robert P. Goldfarb Member, Arizona Medical Board CONFIRMATION 
Dr. William R. Martin, III Member, Arizona Medical Board CONFIRMATION 
Charles A. Dutcher Member, Arizona State Board of Pharmacy CONFIRMATION 
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Chairman Allen called the meeting to order at 8:33 a.m., and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Allen moved the minutes of March 27, 2003 be approved.   
Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 

 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
C. Eileen Bond, Member, Disease Control Research Commission – RECOMMEND 
CONFIRMATION 
 
Ms. Bond provided some background information, stating that she currently is an attorney practicing 
in Prescott and previously worked at the Attorney General’s Office.  She noted that this is a 
reappointment for a second term, becoming a member of the Commission the first time while she was 
in the Attorney General’s Office where she had the opportunity to see how the Commission worked.  
She indicated that she has learned a great deal about science and how important the Commission is.   
 

Senator Binder moved the Committee on Health recommend to the full Senate  
the CONFIRMATION of C. Eileen Bond as a Member of the Disease Control  
Research Commission.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0-0.   
(Attachment 1) 

 
Dr. Henry Courtland Reeves, Member, Disease Control Research Commission – RECOMMEND 
CONFIRMATION 
 
Dr. Reeves explained that one of the Commission’s primary missions is to support the biomedical 
research efforts in Arizona.  He pointed out that many proposals are submitted to the Commission for 
review by various institutions within the State.  Although many proposals are very good, adequate 
funding is not available to support all of them.  Therefore, the Commission is faced with the task of 
evaluating the proposals and funding only those they have determined to be the best.  He mentioned 
that the Commission is also involved in technology transfer and attempting to increase funding for the  
Translational Genomics Research Institute (TGen) and other organizations.   
 

Senator Binder moved the Committee on Health recommend to the full Senate  
the CONFIRMATION of Dr. Henry Courtland Reeves as a Member of the Disease Control  
Research Commission.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0-0.   
(Attachment 2) 

 
Dr. Eladio Pereira, Member, Disease Control Research Commission – RECOMMEND 
CONFIRMATION 
 
Dr. Dawn Schroeder, Executive Director, Arizona Disease Control Research Commission, 
explained that Dr. Pereira is in charge of the Mariposa Community Health Center and has served 
notably on the Commission, providing a special aspect regarding Hispanic issues.   
 

Senator Binder moved the Committee on Health recommend to the full Senate  
the CONFIRMATION of Dr. Eladio Pereira as a Member of the Disease Control  
Research Commission.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0-0.   
(Attachment 3) 
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Dr. Colleen Marie Brophy, Member, Disease Control Research Commission – RECOMMEND 
CONFIRMATION 
 
Carrie Hull, Representative, Governor Napolitano’s Office, stated that Dr. Brophy is the Chief of 
Vascular Surgery at the Veterans Administration Medical Center and a physician/scientist affiliated 
with Arizona State University (ASU).   
 

Senator Binder moved the Committee on Health recommend to the full Senate  
the CONFIRMATION of Dr. Colleen Marie Brophy as a Member of the Disease Control  
Research Commission.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0-0.   
(Attachment 4) 

 
Steven Weinberg, Member, Disease Control Research Commission – RECOMMEND 
CONFIRMATION 
 
Mr. Weinberg mentioned that he worked in cancer research 20 years ago and since then his legal 
career has been spent primarily in the area of intellectual properties.  He indicated that he is well-
versed in technology transfer and is involved in working with organizations to advance the economic 
development of new business.  As such, he stated that he feels an investment in disease control 
research is critical.   
 
In response to Senator Allen, Mr. Weinberg replied that research for ovarian cancer has advanced in 
the last 30 years.  He suggested that it is one of the most difficult diseases, because once the 
symptoms are known, it is generally too late.  However, there have been recent advances in the 
diagnosis of ovarian cancer.   
 

Senator Binder moved the Committee on Health recommend to the full Senate  
the CONFIRMATION of Steven Weinberg as a Member of the Disease Control  
Research Commission.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0-0.   
(Attachment 5) 

 
William Lee Emerson, Member, Arizona Health Facilities Authority – RECOMMEND 
CONFIRMATION 
 
Mr. Emerson commented that he is the Deputy City Attorney for the City of Peoria, counseling staff on 
matters of municipal finance.  He indicated that he is interested in serving on this board as an 
opportunity for further public service.   
 
In response to Senator Allen, Mr. Emerson replied that the Arizona Health Facilities Authority is in the 
business of financing the development of health facilities in Arizona, providing important opportunities 
for nonprofit organizations. 
 

Senator Binder moved the Committee on Health recommend to the full Senate  
the CONFIRMATION of William Lee Emerson as a Member of the Arizona  
Health Facilities Authority.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0-0.   
(Attachment 6) 
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Susanne W. Straussner, Member, Arizona Health Facilities Authority – RECOMMEND 
CONFIRMATION 
 
Carrie Hull, Representative, Governor Napolitano’s Office, indicated that Ms. Straussner is the 
Director of Public Health for Pinal County.   
 

Senator Binder moved the Committee on Health recommend to the full Senate  
the CONFIRMATION of Susanne W. Straussner as a Member of the Arizona  
Health Facilities Authority.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0-0.   
(Attachment 7) 

 
Helene Fearon, Member, Board of Physical Therapy – RECOMMEND CONFIRMATION 
 
Ms. Fearon commented that she has been a physical therapist for 25 years, practicing in Arizona for 
19 years.  Her background includes working in hospital rehabilitation areas, nursing facilities, health 
agencies and currently is in private practice.  She indicated that she has had the pleasure of serving 
on the board for the past four years and would like to continue her work on the board.   
 

Senator Binder moved the Committee on Health recommend to the full Senate  
the CONFIRMATION of Helene Fearon as a Member of the Board of Physical  
Therapy.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0-0.  (Attachment 8) 

 
Dr. Patrick N. Connell, Member, Arizona Medical Board – RECOMMEND CONFIRMATION 
 
Tina Wilcox, Legislative and Legal Liaison, Arizona Medical Board, noted that she strongly 
supports the nomination of Dr. Connell, noting his interest in continuing on the Board.   
 

Senator Binder moved the Committee on Health recommend to the full Senate  
the CONFIRMATION of Dr. Patrick N. Connell as a Member of the Arizona  
Medical Board.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0-0.  (Attachment 9) 

 
Dr. Robert P. Goldfarb, Member, Arizona Medical Board – RECOMMEND CONFIRMATION 
 
Tina Wilcox, Legislative and Legal Liaison, Arizona Medical Board, noted that she strongly 
supports the nomination of Dr. Goldfarb, explaining that he is the staff neurologist for the University of 
Arizona basketball team.  He has over 20 years of experience in physician-peer review groups.   
 

Senator Binder moved the Committee on Health recommend to the full Senate  
the CONFIRMATION of Dr. Robert P. Goldfarb as a Member of the Arizona  
Medical Board.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0-0.  (Attachment 10) 

 
Dr. William R. Martin, III, Member, Arizona Medical Board – RECOMMEND CONFIRMATION 
 
Tina Wilcox, Legislative and Legal Liaison, Arizona Medical Board, noted that she strongly 
supports the nomination of Dr. Martin, noting that he is the resident orthopod on the Board.    
 

Senator Binder moved the Committee on Health recommend to the full Senate  
the CONFIRMATION of Dr. William R. Martin, III as a Member of the Arizona  
Medical Board.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0-0.  (Attachment 11) 

 



  Committee on Health 
  April 3, 2003 
 5   

Senator Allen turned over the chairmanship of the Committee to Senator Binder.   
 
Charles A. Dutcher, Member, Arizona State Board of Pharmacy – RECOMMEND 
CONFIRMATION 
 
Mr. Dutcher mentioned that he has been practicing pharmacy in Willcox, Holbrook, Winslow, 
Snowflake, and Overgaard to serve the rural communities. 
 

Senator Hellon moved the Committee on Health recommend to the full Senate  
the CONFIRMATION of Charles A. Dutcher as a Member of the Arizona State 
Board of Pharmacy.  The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 8-0-1.   
(Attachment 12) 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
  
HB 2215 – county powers; medical clinics – DO PASS 
 
Brandy Martin, Health Committee Assistant Research Analyst, explained that HB 2215 removes 
the requirement that county medical clinics be located in a medically-underserved area and allows the 
counties to operate facilities that meet certain criteria. 
 
Rory Hays, Maricopa County, noted that currently counties are only authorized to operate clinics 
within medically-underserved areas, which are determined by the Department of Health Services 
(DHS).  This bill would allow counties a little flexibility in their placement of the clinics.  
 
Senator Binder announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A).  
 

Senator Hellon moved HB 2215 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 8-0-1.  (Attachment 13) 

 
HB 2379 – spinal treatment services – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Kimberly Coleman, Health Committee Research Intern, explained that HB 2379 stipulates a 
determination of discrimination for usual and customary procedures of any type of physician shall not 
be based on whether an insurer utilizes medical necessity review.  She also explained the Cannell 
two-page amendment dated 4/2/03 at 3:40 p.m. 
 
In response to Senator Binder, Ms. Coleman replied that current statute does not allow insurers to 
discriminate against the normal or usual and customary practices of any type of physician.   
 
Barry Aarons, Consultant, Arizona Association of Chiropractic, noted that this bill is a work in 
progress.  He indicated that the chiropractic community is proud that they have now moved away 
from “quantitative” determinations of appropriateness to “qualitative.”  There are specific provisions in 
the bill declaring the policy and statutory law that will indicate all physicians are to be treated equally 
when they apply the same types of services.  The bill also allows the inclusion of more chiropractors 
on boards that will determine review and reimbursement for chiropractic services.  The bill further 
protects “usual and customary” services.   
 
Mike Williams, United Health Care of Arizona, pointed out that this bill is needed.  If a healthcare 
company decided that they would only provide a medical review of a certain type of service, under the 
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current law, that would be an illegal practice because it would be discriminatory.  This bill would allow 
that review to occur without being discriminatory. 
 
Vista Brown, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Department of Insurance (DOI), testified that they are 
neutral on the bill, concerned that the bill is technically sound in order for DOI to enforce it.   
 
Amanda Weaver, Executive Director, Arizona Osteopathic Medical Association, indicated that 
they will work with DOI, understanding there is some unclear language that needs to be clarified.   
 
Steve Barclay, CIGNA HealthCare of Arizona and Connecticut General, pointed out that he can 
remain neutral on the bill as long as there is no spillover affect on CIGNA.  This bill is meant to deal 
with a discrete issue involving one particular insurance company and how they approach chiropractic 
claims.   
 
Senator Leff clarified that United Healthcare was using a different method in processing their claims.   
 
Senator Hellon voiced her unhappiness, noting that HB 2379 is designed to help United Healthcare 
because it is losing money in this particular area.  She pointed out that they continue to provide 
corporate and business coverage, which is a money-making proposition, while dropping individual 
patients whom they feel are not profitable.   
 

Senator Hellon moved HB 2379 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Hellon moved the Cannell two-page amendment dated 4/2/03, 3:40 p.m.  
be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. (Attachment B)  

 
Senator Cannell moved the following verbal amendment to the amendment:  

Page 1, lines 18 and 19, strike “Strike” insert “strike” 
Page 2, line 6, strike “SECTION” insert “SUBSECTION”  
             strike “NO” insert “NOT” 

The motion CARRIED by voice vote.  
 
Senator Cannell moved his two-page amendment, AS AMENDED, be ADOPTED.   
The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
 
Senator Hellon moved HB 2379 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO  
PASS recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-1-3.  
(Attachment 14) 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 Carol Dager 
 Committee Secretary 
 
(Tapes and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.) 
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