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Chairman Allen called the meeting to order at 8:31 a.m., and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Allen moved the minutes of February 20 and March 20, 2003 be approved.   
Without objection, the minutes were approved as distributed. 

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
  
HB 2195 – assisted living facility managers; qualifications – WITHDRAWN 
 
 
HB 2369 – hospitals; clinics; licensure – DO PASS  
 
Kimberly Coleman, Health Committee Research Intern, explained that HB 2369 allows 
nonaccredited hospitals to obtain a single group license from the Department of Health Services 
(DHS) for the hospital and its satellite facilities. 
 
Representative Alvarez, sponsor of the bill, noted that currently the Northern Cochise Community 
Hospital (NCCH) operates two medical clinics.  This bill would allow the operation of both clinics to be 
licensed under the hospital’s license, which would be cost effective.  Currently, one of the clinics is 
closed and this bill would allow the clinic to reopen.   
 
Senator Arzberger added that in the rural areas, many patients must travel 40 to 60 miles to receive 
healthcare at the community hospitals.   She pointed out that this bill pertains to hospital-owned, 
physician-operated clinics only.      
 
Chris Cronberg, Chief Executive Officer, NCCH, indicated that HB 2369 clears up a State law that 
has not allowed healthcare facilities that are not accredited by the Joint Commission on Accreditation 
of Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) to be licensed under the group licensing statute.  The reason 
NCCH is not accredited by JCAHO is that it costs approximately $11,000.  However, they were 
concerned to find out that they would have to license the clinics separately from the hospital.  By 
changing the law and removing the word “accredited,” it will allow the hospital to license the clinics 
under the hospital’s group license.   
 
In response to Senator Cannell, Mr. Cronberg replied that the hospital is Medicare certified and State 
licensed with the State reviewing the hospital for both the certification and license.   
 

Senator Binder moved HB 2369 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 8-0-1.  (Attachment 1) 

 
 
HB 2370 – fire districts; powers and duties – DO PASS AMENDED  
 
Nadine Sapien, Government Committee Research Analyst, explained that HB 2370 allows a fire 
district to provide ambulance service and to adopt any nationally recognized fire code. She also 
explained two amendments:  1) Binder five-line amendment dated 3/26/03 at 9:49 a.m. and 2) Binder 
19-page amendment dated 3/26/03 at 2:19 p.m. 
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Representative Wagner, sponsor of the bill, pointed out that there are 36 fire districts that currently 
provide ambulance services; however, there is no specific reference in current statute that indicates a 
fire district may be in the ambulance or transportation business.  He stated that this bill would ensure 
that any fire district that wants to provide an ambulance service in the future must comply with the 
Department of Health Services (DHS) process.  Also, the bill stipulates that if a fire district wants to 
change its name, it must go to a vote of the people.   
 
Lee Miller, Lobbyist, Arizona Fire District Association, explained that there is nothing in the bill 
that creates a special advantage for a fire district in pursuing a license from the State to operate an 
ambulance operation service. The 19-page Binder amendment provides a specific format for a 
petition and clarifies that a fire district cannot be in two different districts.   
 
Senator Allen announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A).  
 

Senator Binder moved HB 2370 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Binder moved her 19-page amendment dated 3/26/03, 2:19 p.m.  
be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. (Attachment B)  

 
Senator Binder moved her five-line amendment dated 3/26/03, 9:49 a.m.  
be ADOPTED.  The motion CARRIED by voice vote. (Attachment C)  
 
Senator Leff moved HB 2370 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO  
PASS recommendation.  The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 8-0-1.  
(Attachment 2) 

 
 
HB 2198 – urgent care centers; staffing requirements –  DO PASS  
 
Brandy Martin, Health Committee Assistant Research Analyst, explained that HB 2198 requires a 
freestanding urgent care center (UCC) to conspicuously post a sign in full view of its patients stating a 
licensed physician is not on site during working hours if one is not present as a condition of licensure. 
 
Representative Gullett, sponsor of the bill, indicated that when she first introduced this bill for the 
UCCs, it stipulated that there should be a doctor on site when the UCC was open.  However, most 
people feel that they should know whether a doctor is on duty when they enter a UCC.   
 
In response to Senator Leff, Representative Gullet replied that only one sign would be needed to let 
patients know that a doctor is not on site.  If a doctor is present, no sign would be needed.   
 
Dr. John Shufeldt, NextCare Urgent Care, commented that UCCs should have a doctor on duty; 
however, if a doctor is not on site, there should be a sign posted to indicate that fact.   
 
Senator Cannell questioned if a list of who was on duty at the UCC could be posted.  Dr. Shufeldt 
replied that he felt that would be confusing, as doctors come and go.  He stated that he feels the best 
idea is to inform patients when a doctor is not on duty.   
 
Senator Cannell suggested that the implication is that the quality of service would be lower if a doctor 
is not on duty, which is not necessarily true.  He pointed out that physician assistants are extremely 
qualified.  Dr. Shufeldt replied that the people who opposed this bill were clear that there was no 
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quality difference whether a doctor was on site or not.  It was just determined that the public has the 
right to know if a doctor is not on duty.   
 
In response to Senator Garcia, Dr. Shufeldt clarified that 62 of the 65 UCCs in Arizona do have a 
doctor on site at all times.   
 
In response to Senator Leff, Dr. Shufeldt replied that he does not feel that this bill would codify that a 
doctor did not have to be on site at a UCC.  The bill indicates that if an owner of a UCC decides not to 
have a physician on site, they must post a sign stating that no doctor is on the premises so that the 
patients are informed.   
 
Senator Allen announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A).  
 

Senator Leff moved HB 2198 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-1-2.  (Attachment 3) 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:12 a.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 Carol Dager 
 Committee Secretary 
 
(Tapes and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.) 
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