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Chairman Tibshraeny called the meeting to order at 1:31 p.m., and roll call was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
Senator Tibshraeny announced, without objection, the minutes of the meeting of January 21, 2003, 
are approved as distributed. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1072 – southern Arizona veterans’ cemetery; donations – DO PASS 
 
Matt D’Anna, Government Intern, explained SB 1072 establishes the Southern Arizona Veterans’ 
Cemetery Trust Fund.  He stated the fund will be administered by the Department of Veterans’ 
Services, and consists of monies, grants, gifts and contributions donated from public or private 
sources to be used for the management and maintenance of the Southern Arizona Veterans’ 
Memorial Cemetery. 
 
Senator Harper asked whether there will be any appropriations from the general fund.  Mr. D’Anna 
responded there will not be any appropriations from the general fund to this fund.  He clarified that the 
cemetery already receives annual appropriations from the State, but this fund only accepts donations.  
Senator Harper asked whether the cemeteries are experiencing any cuts in the proposed budget.  Mr. 
D’Anna replied he is unaware whether any cuts are proposed, and will check into that item for the 
Committee.  Senator Harper stated in reviewing the 2004 recommendation of the Joint Legislative 
Budget Committee (JLBC), it appears the Department of Veterans’ Services will have $152,100 cut 
from its budget.  He asked how that that cut would affect this bill.  Mr. D’Anna responded it will not 
affect the bill because this bill only involves donations and not any State appropriations.  
 
Senator Arzberger, bill sponsor, explained the Southern Arizona Veterans Cemetery was 
constructed using a United States Department Veterans’ Affairs construction grant of $7.7 million.  
Therefore, it was constructed with federal money.  She stated that SB 1072 simply allows a trust fund 
to be established so that private individuals desiring to make contributions for the future maintenance 
of the cemetery will have a place to direct those funds.   
 

Senator Hellon moved SB 1072 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.   
 
Patrick Chorpenning, Director, Arizona Department of Veterans’ Services, testified in support of 
SB 1072.  He provided some details regarding the cemetery and the agreement reached between the 
State and the federal government.  He commented that the federal government agreed to build the 
cemetery and the State would be responsible for the maintenance and operation of the cemetery.   
He said the total cost of the cemetery was $7.7 million, and it is anticipated that the annual 
maintenance and operation budget will be $215,000.  He said last year during Special Session, that 
fund was cut to $110,000.  He said during the appropriations process it was determined that 
$214,000 was allocated to be used from the cemetery fund.  He indicated that discussions have taken 
place with JLBC and the Governor’s Office of Strategic Planning and Budget (OSPB).  He noted the 
opportunity exists to raise monies, but there is no place to put those monies.  He said legislation is 
needed because monies will be received for each internment as  well as other funds from donations.  
Those funds are presently being held in the Veterans’ Donation Fund, which is restricted for the 
cemetery.  He urged the Committee to support the bill. 
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Senator Hellon announced the individuals who registered their position on the bill 
(Attachment A). 
 
Senator Hellon explained her vote.  She stated that although the cemetery is not in her district, she is 
very aware of the hard work associated with this measure, and is pleased that steps are being made 
for a successful program.    
 

The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 9-0-0 (Attachment 1). 
 
SCR 1004 – legislators; four-year term – DO PASS 
 
Senator Binder, bill sponsor, explained SCR 1004 increases the term of office for Legislators from 
two to four years and limits Legislators to serving two consecutive terms.  She stated that it is difficult 
for Legislators outside of the county to plan ahead under the current conditions.  She said valuable 
time is expended that should be used for the important issues and constituent needs.  She said this 
measure makes sense and urged the Committee to pass this important piece of legislation. 
 
Senator Hellon wanted to know how the situation is handled every ten years when new district lines 
are drawn and someone is representing the district while someone else is running for office.  Senator 
Binder responded that no determination has been drawn on that particular situation. 
 
Senator Mead stated it would make sense to stagger terms in both the House of Representative and 
the Senate.  Senator Binder said she agrees and would be open to having an amendment prepared 
on that point.   
 
Senator Mead referred to Senator Hellon’s comments regarding boundary line changes.  He pointed 
out he is aware that another state has four-year terms.  He said if a boundary change occurs, a 
Legislator may not live in a proper district for the 11th and 12th year.  In that instance they just live with 
the situation for that two-year period.  Senator Cheuvront noted that in the City of Phoenix the districts 
have been re-done and there are members who represent new areas that they did not represent 
when they were elected. 
 

Senator Hellon moved SCR 1004 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.   
 
Senator Garcia explained his vote.  He stated even though it is a good concept, he never supported 
the meausre previously and will vote no. 
 
Senator Harper explained his vote.  He stated it is a good idea, but he believes it is important to be 
accountable to the citizens in his district.  He stated he will vote no. 
 
Senator Jackson explained his vote.  He said he represents a large area, and it is difficult for those 
living in rural areas to travel such long distances.  However, he will vote aye. 
 
Senator Mead explained his vote.  He said he will vote aye with the caveat that he would like to offer 
a floor amendment at the proper time to address the idea of staggering the terms of both the House 
of Representative and the Senate to allow turnover of at least 50% of the Legislators.  He said it 
would also be beneficial to have a clear understanding regarding the issue of boundary line changes 
and how to handle that situation in the 11th and 12th years. 
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Senator Waring explained his vote.  He said he will vote no. He indicated he found it productive when 
he was campaigning to go door to door, and realized it was very beneficial.  Secondly, he believes 
voters should have an opportunity to address any issue on a timely basis. 
 
Senator Hellon explained her vote.  She said she understands the good points of the bill.  However, it 
is an enormous commitment when a Legislator lives a great distance.  She said it would be difficult to 
make a four-year commitment in this situation, and will vote no. 
 
Senator Tibshraeny explained his vote.  He stated he worked under both systems, one being a four-
year term as Councilman, and a two-year term as Mayor.  He ran for Council twice and Mayor four 
times.  He said there are pros and cons to both scenarios and an argument could be presented on 
both sides.  However, he would like to have the bill get to the Senate floor for further discussion.  He 
said it is a measure that would be referred to the voters.  He believes staggering the terms is a good 
concept.  He said he will vote aye. 
 

The motion CARRIED by a roll call vote of 5-4-0 (Attachment 2). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Nancy L. DeMichele 
Committee Secretary 
 
(Tapes and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.) 
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