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Tape 1, Side A 
 
Chairman Richardson called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m. and attendance was noted.  
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF 
 
Senator Richardson introduced the following staff members: Sheryl Rabin, Committee Research 
Analyst; Lace Collins, Committee Assistant Research Analyst; Linda Hird, Research Intern; Greg 
Jernigan, Counsel to the Republican Caucus; Julie Erin, Republican Staff Intern; Glenn Davis, 
General Counsel, Democratic Caucus; Jamie Steinorth, Democratic Staff Intern; Tracey Moulton, 
Committee Secretary; Jason Roos and Katie Oakley, Committee Pages. 
 
REVIEW OF COMMITTEE RULES 
 
Ms. Rabin distributed a handout entitled "Judiciary Committee Rules, (Supplementary to Senate 
Rules), Forty-Fifth Legislature" (Attachment A) and reviewed the fourth rule, regarding amendment 
deadlines.  Her testimony came directly from the handout. 
 
Senator Richardson announced that copies of the Committee rules will be made available to the 
public.  
 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Elizabeth A. Kohlhepp – Member, Psychiatric Security Review Board – CONFIRMATION 
RECOMMENDED 
 
Dr. Kohlhepp stated that she has been serving on the Board since June 2001.  She explained that 
she did all of her medical training and training in psychiatry at the University of Maryland in 
Baltimore, as well as a one-year fellowship in forensic psychiatry.  She commented that she came 
to Arizona in 1997 and worked at the State Hospital as a staff psychiatrist and as a director of one 
of the forensic units for a year.  For the last three and one half years, she has been a staff 
psychiatrist at Maricopa Medical Center and is the Director of Forensic Psychiatry.  This position 
affords her the opportunity to teach medical student residents and treat the severely mentally ill, as 
well as do violence risk assessments for the Department of Adult Probation in Maricopa County.  
 
In response to Senator Smith, Dr. Kohlhepp remarked that she applied for this position because 
she was nominated by the Board, as it was losing a member.  She stated that she considers it an 
honor to be nominated and noted that this position will allow her the opportunity to serve the 
community with an eye towards safety, when considering release of those who are acquitted for a 
felony, due to a severe mental illness.  She remarked that she has experience in assessing these 
types of people, due to her working experiences and it will allow her to use her knowledge of 
forensic psychiatry, safety of the community and the ethical treatment of the severely mentally ill.  
She stated that she has a medical degree.  
 
Senator Rios expressed his thanks to Dr. Kohlhepp for applying for this position and being willing 
to serve.  
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Senator Bee moved that the Committee on Judiciary recommend to the full Senate 
the confirmation of Elizabeth A. Kohlhepp to the Psychiatric Security Review Board.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-0-2 (Attachment 1). 

 
Without objection, the meeting was adjourned at 1:37 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 

Tracey Moulton       
Committee Secretary 

 
(Tapes and attachments on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115.) 
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