
____________ 
1/ Includes 13 GF FTE Positions funded from Special Line Items in FY 2015. 
2/ A.R.S. § 37-623.02 annually appropriates $3,000,000 from the General Fund to the Fire Suppression Revolving Fund.  Because this authorization is in 

permanent statute, $3,000,000 of the $4,000,000 appropriation is not included in the General Appropriation Act. 
3/ General Appropriation Act funds are appropriated as an Operating Lump Sum with Special Line Items by Agency.   
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State Forester  
 

 
FY 2013 

 ACTUAL 
FY 2014 

 ESTIMATE  
FY 2015 

 APPROVED 
 

 
OPERATING BUDGET       
Full Time Equivalent Positions 52.0  52.0  55.0 1/ 

Personal Services 1,384,900  1,460,900  1,460,900  
Employee Related Expenditures 550,700  578,000  579,200  
Professional and Outside Services 1,000,000  25,000  25,000  
Travel - In State 300  300  300  
Other Operating Expenditures 412,000  301,500  717,700  

 

OPERATING SUBTOTAL 3,347,900 2,365,700 2,783,100

SPECIAL LINE ITEMS       
Environmental County Grants 75,000 175,000 275,000
Fire Suppression 3,000,000 4,000,000 4,000,000 2/ 
Hazardous Vegetation Removal 0 0 1,350,000
Inmate Fire Crews 695,700 695,700 695,700
Resource Management Plan Grants 0 100,000 0

 

AGENCY TOTAL 7,118,600  7,336,400 9,103,800 3/ 

 

 
FUND SOURCES       
General Fund 7,118,600 7,336,400 9,103,800
    SUBTOTAL - Appropriated Funds 7,118,600 7,336,400 9,103,800

Other Non-Appropriated Funds 29,453,300 20,030,400 20,030,400
Federal Funds 350,700 0 0
TOTAL - ALL SOURCES 36,922,600 27,366,800 29,134,200

  

AGENCY DESCRIPTION — The State Forester is responsible for the prevention and suppression of forest fires on State 
Trust Land and private land outside incorporated municipalities (about 22 million acres total). 

 

 
Operating Budget 
 
The budget includes $2,783,100 and 42 FTE Positions 
from the General Fund in FY 2015 for the operating 
budget.  These amounts fund the following adjustments: 
 
  Wildland Firefighting Training 
The budget includes an increase of $147,200 and 1 FTE 
Position from the General Fund in FY 2015 to create a 
statewide Wildland Firefighting Training Coordinator 
position.  The Wildland Firefighting Training Coordinator 
is responsible for developing and delivering training to the 
over 2,500 firefighters from approximately 220 fire 
departments that the state relies on to suppress wildland 
fires.  The required training includes a 40-hour basic 
wildland firefighter course and yearly 8-hour refresher 
training.  
 
 
 

  Dispatch Center Dispatchers 
The budget includes an increase of $135,600 and 2 FTE 
Positions from the General Fund in FY 2015 for hiring 
permanent Dispatch Center Dispatchers.  The Dispatch 
Center coordinates wildfire suppression throughout the 
state and supports the suppression of other fires nationwide 
by supervising the movement of state resources.  In 2012, 
federal agencies that were sharing the Dispatch Center 
removed their equipment and staff and necessary roles 
were filled by temporary state Dispatchers to maintain 
staffing requirements.   
 
  Tucson Fire District Engine 
The budget includes a one-time increase of $57,000 from 
the General Fund in FY 2015 for the purchase of a 
replacement fire engine for the Tucson Fire District.  
Wildland fire engines are capable of traveling over more 
rugged terrain than other fire suppression vehicles and are 
used to patrol for fires and perform initial attacks when a 
fire is reported.  The Tucson Fire District has the most fire 
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activity on state and private lands of the 3 Districts and 
provides extensive assistance for fires on federal lands.   
 
  Satellite Offices Operating Expenses 
The budget includes an increase of $73,700 from the 
General Fund in FY 2015 for operating expenses for 
satellite offices located in Flagstaff, Pinetop, Prescott, and 
Tucson.  The satellite offices are used for operations, 
wildfire prevention coordination, firefighting equipment 
storage, and as a base for the State Forester’s 12 Inmate 
Fire Crews. 
 
  Statewide Adjustments 
The budget includes an increase of $3,900 from the 
General Fund in FY 2015 for statewide adjustments.  
(Please see the Agency Detail and Allocations section.) 
 
Environmental County Grants 
 
The budget includes $275,000 from the General Fund in 
FY 2015 for Environmental County Grants.  This amount 
funds the following adjustments: 
 
  One-Time Funding Increase 
The budget includes a one-time increase of $100,000 from 
the General Fund in FY 2015 for Environmental County 
Grants. 
 
Monies in this line item have been used by Greenlee, 
Graham, Gila, Navajo, and Apache Counties for 
environmental projects that impact economic development 
in those counties.  The State Forester’s Office must 
approve any project prior to expenditure of the monies.   
 
In FY 2013, this funding supported the following 4 
projects:  
 
 $30,000 was distributed to projects for the Four Forest 

Restoration Initiative, which is a plan to implement 
effective large scale forest restoration. 

 $15,000 was distributed for the development and 
implementation of a successor strategy to the White 
Mountain Stewardship Contract, which allowed for 
restoration treatments and round wood and residual 
biomass supply projects in the White Mountains. 

 $15,000 was distributed to continue to manage the 
reintroduction of the Mexican Gray Wolf in an area of 
Greenlee County, an adjacent New Mexico area, and 
the Blue Range Wolf Recovery Area.  

 $15,000 was distributed to projects for the protection 
and development of Eastern Arizona electrical 
generation, water collection, and transportation 
infrastructures. 

 
In FY 2014, this funding continued support for the 4 
programs from FY 2013 and added 4 additional programs: 
 

 $26,250 for the development of an Arizona 
Watersheds Investment Fund by a group of 
stakeholders including federal agencies, state utilities, 
universities, communities, and conservation groups 
with a focus on watershed management and ecosystem 
services monetization.  

 $17,500 to address issues encountered in the 
implementation of the current Eastern Arizona 
counties’ programs and caused by the inconsistent 
ability of counties to meet legal and regulatory 
requirements for coordination and cooperation, as well 
as the lack of specific counties’ natural resources 
management objectives, plans, policies, jurisdiction by 
law and special expertise defined by the Arizona 
Legislature. 

 $17,500 for participation in the development and 
implementation of an ecologically and economically 
sustainable management plan for public lands in 
Arizona and the West. 

 $8,700 for the development and implementation of an 
effective planning and execution strategy for emerging 
issues. 

 
Fire Suppression 
 
The budget includes $4,000,000 from the General Fund in 
FY 2015 for Fire Suppression.  This amount is unchanged 
from FY 2014. 
 
This Special Line Item funds fire suppression on state trust 
land and rural private land.  A.R.S. § 37-623.02 provides 
an annual appropriation of up to $3,000,000 from the 
General Fund for fire suppression.  Because this 
authorization is in permanent statute, $3,000,000 of the 
$4,000,000 would not be included in the General 
Appropriation Act.  
 
Hazardous Vegetation Removal 
 
The budget includes $1,350,000 from the General Fund in 
FY 2015 for a new Hazardous Vegetation Removal 
Program.  This amount funds the following adjustments: 
 
  Funding Creation 
The budget includes $1,350,000 from the General Fund in 
FY 2015 for the creation of a new Hazardous Vegetation 
Removal Program.   
 
This Special Line Item funds hazardous material removal 
programs that treat state and private lands through 
prescribed burning or thinning of flammable vegetation.  
This work can be conducted by State Forester crews or 
through fuel reduction grants to contractors.   
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Inmate Fire Crews 
 
The budget includes $695,700 and 13 FTE Positions from 
the General Fund in FY 2015 for Inmate Fire Crews.  
These amounts are unchanged from FY 2014. 
 
These monies provide fire-fighting training for 12 inmate 
fire crews.  The crews act as first responders and are used 
for fuel treatment and fire suppression. 
 
Resource Management Plan Grants 
 
The budget includes no funding in FY 2015 for Resource 
Management Plan Grants.  These amounts fund the 
following adjustments: 
 
  Remove One-Time Funding 
The budget includes a decrease of $(100,000) from the 
General Fund in FY 2015 for the elimination of one-time 
funding. 
 
This line item provided one-time funding in FY 2014 to 
the Arizona Natural Resources Review Council to study 
and develop a strategy to manage natural resources in a 
coordinated cross-agency effort designed to promote 
economic development and to address federal 
encroachment on state authorities tasked with managing 
the state’s natural resources.  The Council was established 
in January 2013 by Executive Order and consists of the 
agency heads of the Arizona Game and Fish Department, 
Arizona Department of Transportation, State Land 
Department, Department of Environmental Quality, 
Department of Water Resources, State Forester, Arizona 
Geological Survey, State Parks Board, and the Arizona 
Department of Agriculture.  The Council adopted an 
interim report at its April 2014 meeting.  The report 
included recommendations from the geographic 
information systems, planning, mitigation banking, 
partnering and engagement, and clearinghouse 
subcommittees.     
 
Additional Legislation 
 
Fireworks Penalty Changes 
Laws 2014, Chapter 108 establishes further regulations on 
the sale and use of specific fireworks and penalties for 
related violations.  The State Fire Marshal collects civil 
penalties for incidents of prohibited fireworks use on state 
land and deposits these funds into the Fire Suppression 
Revolving Fund, which is used to cover the costs of 
fighting fires on public and certain private lands.     
 
Vegetative Natural Products Removal Program 
Laws 2014, Chapter 207, establishes a program for the 
removal of vegetation for the purpose of fire suppression 
and forest management on state lands.  The law authorizes 
the State Land Commissioner and the State Forester to 
prioritize which state lands would benefit the most from 

the removal of vegetation in accordance with the wildfire 
risk assessment developed by the State Forester.  The State 
Land Department and the State Forester may coordinate 
and contract with public and private entities, or enter into 
intergovernmental agreements with political subdivisions 
to implement the program.  The program expires on July 1, 
2024.   
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