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* The FY 2013 budget assumed a $10,000,000 transfer to the General Fund.  The 1998 ballot initiative establishes a formula for the reversion of unused 

Clean Election funds to the General Fund.  The ballot language makes the commission solely responsible for calculating the reversion amount.  The 
commission projected that the ballot formula did not require a reversion in FY 2013. 
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Citizens Clean Elections Commission   

 
FY 2013 

 ACTUAL 
FY 2014 

 ESTIMATE  
FY 2015 

 ESTIMATE 
 

       
FUND SOURCES       
Other Non-Appropriated Funds 7,225,200 12,305,400 9,383,000
TOTAL - ALL SOURCES 
 

7,225,200 12,305,400 9,383,000

  

AGENCY DESCRIPTION — As authorized by a 1998 ballot initiative, the Citizens Clean Elections Commission (CCEC) 
provides full public funding to qualified candidates who agree to abide by the commission’s guidelines.  To qualify for 
funding, participating candidates must adhere to spending and contribution limits, and gather $5 qualifying contributions from 
district constituents who are registered voters.  Participating candidates also agree to attend required debates.  The commission 
is not subject to legislative appropriation. 

 

 
Additional Legislation 
 
Clean Election Authority 
In 2013, the CCEC took actions stating that they have the 
authority, granted by the Clean Elections Act, to 
investigate possible campaign contribution violations by 
all candidates whether or not that candidate is participating 
in the Clean Elections system.  Laws 2014, Chapter 225 
allows only the Secretary of State or Attorney General to 
investigate and take action on campaign contribution or 
expenditure requirement violations by non-participating 
candidates.  The law also prohibits the CCEC from 
accepting, investigating, or acting on any complaint 
involving a non-participating candidate.   
 
Other Issues  
 
Clean Elections Tax Credit 
Laws 2012, Chapter 257 eliminated the Clean Elections 
tax credits and voluntary contributions and the associated 
revenue for the commission.  The 1998 ballot proposition, 
which created the commission, allowed taxpayers to 
designate a $5 voluntary contribution to the Citizens Clean 
Elections Fund by marking an optional check-off box on a 
state income tax form.  The taxpayer who checked the box 
would then also receive a $5 reduction in the amount of tax 
they were required to pay.  Additionally, the ballot 
proposition allowed taxpayers to make a voluntary 
donation by making a payment directly to the Clean 
Elections Fund for which the taxpayer would receive a 
dollar-for-dollar tax credit not to exceed 20% of the tax 
amount on the return or $670 per taxpayer, whichever was 
higher. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 FY 2013 
Actual  

FY 2014 
Estimate 

Funds Available
Balance Forward $19,118,600 $21,424,200
Revenue:

Fine Surcharge $8,774,800 $8,500,000
Civil Penalties (election 

related) 
58,100 15,000

Qualifying Contributions 97,000 200,000
$5 Check Off Box 572,700 0
Donations/Tax Credits 0 0
Other      28,200              0

Total Revenue $9,530,800 $8,715,000
Total Funds Available $28,649,400 $30,139,200

Expenditures:
Personal Services $478,600 $478,900
Employee Related 

Expenditures 
158,100 177,100

Professional & Outside 
Services 

1,709,600 4,337,600

Travel - In State 2,100 2,400
Travel - Out of State 1,000 3,500
Candidate Funding 2,734,200 5,000,000
Other Operating Expenses 2,135,500 2,235,900
Capital Equipment 0 35,000
Non-Capital Equipment           6,100        35,000

Total Funds Expended $7,225,200 $12,305,400
Transfer to General Fund                $ 0               $ 0
Year-End Fund Balance $21,424,200 $17,833,800
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