
_____________ 
1/ The FY 2013 General Appropriation Act specified that the FY 2013 appropriation may be used for payment of obligations incurred in FY 2012. 
2/ In addition to these amounts, the FY 2013 General Appropriation Act included one-time FY 2013 adjustments for a state employee health insurance 

premium holiday and employee retention payments.  The adjustments include a reduction of $(3,800) GF for the premium holiday and an increase of 
$12,000 GF for the employee retention payment. 

3/ Funding to be determined. 
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Independent Redistricting Commission  

 
FY 2012 

 ACTUAL  
FY 2013 

 ESTIMATE  
FY 2014 

 BASELINE  
 
OPERATING BUDGET     
Lump Sum Appropriation  4,093,900 1,445,300 --  
AGENCY TOTAL  4,093,900 1,445,300 1/2/ -- 3/ 

   
   
FUND SOURCES   
General Fund  4,093,900 1,445,300 --  
  SUBTOTAL - Appropriated Funds  4,093,900 1,445,300 --  
TOTAL - ALL SOURCES  4,093,900 1,445,300 --  
 

 

AGENCY DESCRIPTION — Proposition 106, approved by voters in November 2000, established the Independent 
Redistricting Commission.  The commission consists of 5 members, 4 of which are selected by the House and Senate majority 
and minority leadership.  These 4 members then select the final member, who can not be affiliated with either of the 2 major 
political parties.  The commission is charged with redrawing the boundaries for Arizona’s legislative and congressional 
districts based on the 10-year census. 
  

 
The FY 2014 Baseline funding level for the Independent 
Redistricting Commission (IRC) is to be determined.  Due 
to litigation against recently drawn legislative district 
boundaries, the commission requested a FY 2013 General 
Fund supplemental on December 19, 2012.  At that time, 
IRC was seeking between $1,593,600 and $2,023,200.  
The commission has subsequently revised those numbers 
upward to $2,269,700.  Earlier this fall, IRC had submitted 
a FY 2014 budget request of $2,595,200.  The FY 2014 
request is in addition to the FY 2013 Supplemental. 
 
Current IRC Funding:  For the first year of the current 
2010 redistricting cycle, the Legislature appropriated 
$500,000 from the General Fund in FY 2011 for start-up 
expenses.  In FY 2012, the Legislature appropriated 
$3,000,000 from the General Fund.  Given the 
commission’s legal expenses, these appropriations were 
insufficient.  Laws 2012, Chapter 108 provided the 
commission with a FY 2012 supplemental General Fund 
appropriation of $700,000.  The FY 2013 General Fund 
appropriation of $1,453,500 (including one-time 
adjustments) brings total funding for the current 
redistricting cycle to $5,653,500.  (See Table 1) 
 

Table 1 
CY 2010 Redistricting Cycle 

Appropriations 
 

Fiscal Year Appropriation 
FY 2011  $        500,000  
FY 2012 3,000,000  
FY 2012 Supplemental 700,000  
FY 2013         1,453,500  
 Total  $     5,653,500  

 

Through December 2012, IRC has expended $827,100 of 
the $1,453,500 and has $626,400 remaining from their FY 
2013 appropriation. 
 
FY 2013 Supplemental Request:  The commission has 
requested a FY 2013 supplemental General Fund 
appropriation of $2,269,700.  The commission has based 
this funding request on several estimated costs: 
 
1) Litigation expenses in the case of Harris v. 

Independent Redistricting Commission, which is a 
lawsuit relating to the population counts of the state’s 
legislative districts.  This case has a scheduled trial 
date of March 25, 2013.  The commission estimates 
this cost at $1,361,700 based on average litigation 
costs per lawsuit (adjusted for inflation) from the 
previous 2000 commission.  Of this amount, $403,300 
would be funded from their remaining FY 2013 
appropriation and the supplemental would fund 
$958,400.  In comparison to the $1,361,700 estimate, 
the commission’s internal legal staff projected the 
expense at $932,000 as outlined in IRC’s December 
19, 2012 submission to the Legislature. 

 
2) Potential costs of redrawing the legislative maps if the 

plaintiffs prevail in the Harris case.  IRC estimates 
that the remapping would cost $811,300.  This 
estimate is based on the cost of a remapping a decade 
ago and adding a 25% inflation factor.   

 
3) Unanticipated expenses of $500,000.  IRC had built a 

$500,000 legal services contingency amount into their 
original FY 2013 budget, but they plan to expend 
those monies prior to the supplemental. 
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Table 2 details FY 2013 expenditures and the 
supplemental request. 
 
FY 2014 Budget Request:  The IRC has requested 
$2,595,200 for the FY 2014 budget.  This includes 
$440,300 for operating expenses and $2,154,900 for legal 
and mapping consultant fees.  IRC has indicated that the 
FY 2014 budget request is based on several other 
outstanding cases, which are separate from the litigation 
relating to the FY 2013 supplemental.  Those two cases are 
as follows: 
 
1) Arizona Legislature v. Independent Redistricting 

Commission – The Legislature has sued in federal 

court stating that the United States Constitution gives 
the Legislature sole responsibility to draw districts.  

 
2) Leach v. Independent Redistricting Commission – 

Various individuals are suing IRC in state court 
alleging IRC did not follow the process laid out in the 
Arizona Constitution for drawing the Congressional 
districts. Some motions have been filed in Superior 
Court, but no trial date has been set. A decision for the 
plaintiff would require a map redraw. 

 
 

 

 
Table 2 

IRC FY 2013 Funding 
 
  

December 
Year To Date 

Remaining 
FY 2013 

Appropriation 1/ 

 
FY 2013 

Supplemental 

 
 

Total 
Operating  $243,100 $223,100 $              0 $   466,200 
Legal 553,600  403,300 958,400 1,915,300 
Mapping 30,400 0 811,300 841,700 
Reserve              0              0      500,000      500,000 
 Total $827,100 $626,400 $2,269,700 $3,723,200 
____________ 
1/  Represents remaining unexpended appropriation of $1,453,500. 
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