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Citizens Clean Elections Commission   

 
FY 2011 

 ACTUAL  
FY 2012 

 ESTIMATE  
FY 2013 

 ESTIMATE   
 
FUND SOURCES       
Other Non-Appropriated Funds 11,873,400 8,964,900 8,964,900
TOTAL - ALL SOURCES 
 

11,873,400 8,964,900 8,964,900
  
AGENCY DESCRIPTION — As authorized by a 1998 ballot initiative, the Citizens Clean Elections Commission (CCEC) 
provides full public funding to qualified candidates who agree to abide by the commission’s guidelines.  To qualify for 
funding, participating candidates must adhere to spending and contribution limits, and gather $5 qualifying contributions from 
district constituents who are registered voters.  Participating candidates also agree to attend required debates.  The commission 
is not subject to legislative appropriation. 
  
 

 
Fund Transfers 
 
The budget assumes a transfer of $(10,000,000) from the 
Citizens Clean Election Fund to the General Fund in 
FY 2013.  Pursuant to a 1998 ballot proposition (A.R.S. § 
16-954D), the Citizens Clean Elections Commission is 
instructed to return excess monies to the General Fund if it 
determines that anticipated revenues exceed anticipated 
expenses.  Given the legal requirement for the return of 
excess monies, these transfers were not specified in any 
bill. 
 

Additional Legislation 
 
Clean Elections Tax Credit Elimination 
Laws 2012, Chapter 257 eliminates the Clean Elections tax 
credits and voluntary contributions and the associated 
revenue for the commission.  The 1998 ballot proposition 
which created the commission:  
 
1. Allowed taxpayers to designate a $5 voluntary 

contribution to the Citizens Clean Elections Fund by 
marking an optional check-off box on a state income 
tax form.  This provision redirected $6.1 million of 
General Fund income tax collections to CCEC. 

 
2. Allowed a taxpayer who checked this box to receive a 

$5 reduction in the amount of tax they were required 
to pay.  This provision also resulted in a $6.1 million 
loss to the General Fund by reducing the taxpayer’s 
liability. 

 
3. Allowed taxpayers to make a voluntary donation by 

making a payment directly to the Clean Elections 
Fund.  Any taxpayer making such a donation would 
receive a dollar-for-dollar tax credit not to exceed 
20% of the tax amount on the return or $670 per 
taxpayer, whichever was higher.  This provision 
resulted in a $110,000 loss to the General Fund. 

 
Now that Chapter 257 has eliminated these credits and 
contributions, General Fund revenues are projected to 
increase by $12.3 million. 
 
Other Issues 
 
Attorney General Charge 
Laws 2012, Chapter 302, the FY 2013 Criminal Justice 
Budget Reconciliation Bill (BRB), revises the mechanism 
for agencies to pay their Attorney General prorata charges.  
Prior to FY 2013, agencies paid a percent of their personal 
services to the Attorney General as part of a statewide 
allocation of that department’s expenses.  This prorata 
charge was separate from any funding arrangement 

 FY 2011 
Actual  

FY 2012 
Estimate 

Funds Available 
Balance Forward $32,098,900 $16,744,100
Revenue:  

Fine Surcharge $10,162,600 $11,000,000
Civil Penalties (election
 related) 

7,400 5,000

Qualifying Contributions  121,600 100,000
$5 Check Off Box  6,112,600 6,100,000
Donations/Tax Credits 114,000 110,000
Other               400                   0

Total Revenue  $16,518,600 $17,315,000
Total Funds Available  $48,617,500 $34,059,100
  
Expenditures:    

Personal Services $     423,600 $     423,600
Employee Related    

Expenditures 
158,200 158,200

Professional & Outside 
Services 

3,244,600 3,244,600

Travel - In State 5,300 6,000
Travel - Out of State 2,500 2,500
Candidate Funding 5,303,200 2,300,000
Other Operating Expenses 2,707,500 2,800,000
Capital Equipment 0 0
Non-Capital Equipment          28,500          30,000

Total Funds Expended  $11,873,400 $  8,964,900
Transfer to General Fund $20,000,000 $10,000,000
Year-End Fund Balance $16,744,100 $15,094,200
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contained in an agency's intergovernmental agreement 
with the Attorney General. 
 
The Criminal Justice BRB eliminated the prorata personal 
services charge.  An agency's General Fund appropriation 
will no longer be charged for Attorney General Services.  
The prorata Non-General Fund charge has been converted 
into a flat dollar amount as annually specified by the 
General Appropriations Act.  Section 134 of the General 
Appropriations Act specifies a statewide FY 2013 Non-
General Fund charge of $1,906,400 for Attorney General 
services.  The CCEC’s share of this Non-General Fund 
charge will be $2,700.  Agencies will pay this charge from 
their appropriated and non-appropriated non-General Fund 
sources; the Criminal Justice BRB requires agencies to 
report to JLBC by September 1 annually the specific funds 
used. 
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