
BALLOT PROPOSITION #121 
 

 
 

Publicity Pamphlet Fiscal Impact Summary 
 
State law requires the Joint Legislative Budget Committee Staff to prepare a summary of the fiscal impact of 
certain ballot measures.  Proposition 121 would replace the partisan primary election with an open “top two” 
primary election.  The state government is currently responsible for the cost of sample ballots sent to voters.  By 
consolidating the different types of party sample ballots, Proposition 121 is projected to reduce printing costs and 
result in a state government savings of $(165,000) to $(278,000).   
 
Local governments currently pay the other primary election expenses.  Proposition 121 is expected to increase 
these expenses due to greater production and mailing of ballots primarily to independent voters on the early 
voting list who do not currently receive a primary ballot.  The open primary may also increase the number of 
ballot pages.  The additional local government cost is projected to range from $440,000 to $2 million. 
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