
____________ 
1/  Includes 46.5 GF and 21.8 OF FTE Positions funded from Special Line Items in FY 2012. 
2/ Included in the appropriation for the Supreme Court program is $1,000 for the purchase of mementos and items for visiting officials.  (General 

Appropriation Act footnote) 
3/ Of the $187,900 appropriated for County Reimbursements, State Grand Jury is limited to $97,900 and Capital Postconviction Relief is limited to $90,000 

(General Appropriation Act footnote) 
4/ By September 1, 2011, the Supreme Court shall report to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee on current and future automation projects coordinated 

by the Administrative Office of the Courts.  The report shall include a list of court automation projects receiving or anticipated to receive state monies in 
the current or next 2 fiscal years as well as a description of each project, number of FTE Positions, the entities involved, and the goals and anticipated 
results for each automation project.  The report shall be submitted in 1 summary document.  The report shall indicate each project's total multi-year cost 
by fund source and budget line item, including any prior year, current year and any future year expenditures.  (General Appropriation Act footnote) 

5/ General Appropriation Act funds are appropriated as an Operating Lump Sum with Special Line Items by Agency.   
6/ In addition to these amounts, a total of $311,600 GF and $88,300 OF is appropriated in FY 2012 for costs associated with an additional pay period. 

(Please see the Agency Detail and Allocations section.) 
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Judiciary - Supreme Court   

 
FY 2010 

 ACTUAL  
FY 2011 

 ESTIMATE  
FY 2012 

 APPROVED   
 
OPERATING BUDGET       
Full Time Equivalent Positions 173.0  169.0  169.0 1/ 
Personal Services 5,784,000  5,742,400  5,742,000  
Employee Related Expenditures 2,247,200  2,485,300  1,917,900  
Professional and Outside Services 161,400  188,200  188,200  
Travel - In State 38,000  49,100  49,100  
Travel - Out of State 12,800  17,700  17,700  
Other Operating Expenditures 7,997,800  9,803,000  5,535,000  
Equipment 16,200  0  0   
OPERATING SUBTOTAL 16,257,400 18,285,700 13,449,900 2/ 

SPECIAL LINE ITEMS       
State Aid 4,733,300 5,906,600 5,800,100
County Reimbursements 187,900 187,900 187,900 3/ 
Automation 10,262,000 12,212,500 12,206,500 4/ 
Case and Cash Management System 6,393,900 3,326,500 3,326,500
Foster Care Review Board 2,432,500 3,351,100 3,332,000
Court Appointed Special Advocate 2,707,900 3,529,200 2,816,400
Model Court 442,600 447,600 447,600
Domestic Relations 527,200 645,400 640,300
Judicial Nominations and Performance Review 333,100 421,900 417,200
Commission on Judicial Conduct 415,900 511,500 506,800
Photo Radar Enforcement 1,636,400 5,325,600 0 
AGENCY TOTAL 46,330,100 54,151,500 43,131,200 5/6/ 

 
 
FUND SOURCES       
General Fund 16,956,300 19,976,200 16,153,000
Other Appropriated Funds       
Confidential Intermediary and Fiduciary Fund 302,200 481,700 269,400
Court Appointed Special Advocate Fund 2,605,900 3,427,200 2,714,400
Criminal Justice Enhancement Fund 2,557,200 2,961,900 2,855,600
Defensive Driving School Fund 3,203,800 5,250,100 4,860,200
Judicial Collection Enhancement Fund 16,322,300 13,784,100 13,334,100
Photo Enforcement Fund 1,636,400 5,325,600 0
State Aid to the Courts Fund 2,746,000 2,944,700 2,944,500
    SUBTOTAL - Other Appropriated Funds 29,373,800 34,175,300 26,978,200
    SUBTOTAL - Appropriated Funds 46,330,100 54,151,500 43,131,200

Other Non-Appropriated Funds 13,664,300 20,897,400 20,897,400
TOTAL - ALL SOURCES 59,994,400 75,048,900 64,028,600
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AGENCY DESCRIPTION — The Supreme Court consists of 5 Supreme Court Justices, judicial support staff and the 
Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC).  The Supreme Court, as the state’s highest court, has the responsibility to review 
appeals and to provide rules of procedure for all the courts in Arizona.  Under the direction of the Chief Justice, the AOC 
provides administrative supervision over the Arizona court system. 
 

 
Operating Budget 
 
The budget includes $13,449,900 and 100.7 FTE Positions 
in FY 2012 for the operating budget.  These amounts 
consist of: 
 

FY 2012 
General Fund  $10,519,200 
Confidential Intermediary and Fiduciary Fund 269,400 
Defensive Driving School Fund  279,400 
Judicial Collection Enhancement Fund (JCEF) 2,381,900 
 
These amounts fund the following adjustments: 
 
  Statewide Adjustments 
The budget includes a decrease of $(4,835,800) in FY 
2012 for statewide adjustments.  This amount consists of:   
 
General Fund   (3,789,600) 
Confidential Intermediary and Fiduciary Fund (212,300) 
Defensive Driving School Fund  (383,900) 
Judicial Collection Enhancement Fund  (450,000) 
 
(Please see the Agency Detail and Allocations section.) 
 
State Aid 
 
The budget includes $5,800,100 and 3.3 FTE Positions in 
FY 2012 for State Aid.  These amounts consist of: 
 
Criminal Justice Enhancement Fund (CJEF)  2,855,600 
State Aid to the Courts Fund   2,944,500 
 
These amounts fund the following adjustments: 
 
  Statewide Adjustments 
The budget includes a decrease of $(106,500) in FY 2012 
for statewide adjustments.  This amount consists of: 
 
CJEF   (106,300) 
State Aid to Courts Fund   (200) 
 
The State Aid line item provides state aid to counties for 
the payment of judges pro tempore salaries, and for 
projects designed to improve the processing of criminal 
cases in the Superior Court and Justice Courts.  The State 
Aid to the Courts Fund receives:  1) 40.97% of a 7% 
penalty assessment on fines, penalties, and forfeitures 
imposed by the courts for criminal and civil motor vehicle 
violations, and 2) a portion of the monies collected by the 
Supreme Court and the Court of Appeals. 
 

The AOC distributes the monies appropriated from court 
fines and collections to the Superior Court and the Justice 
Courts based on a composite index formula using Superior 
Court felony filings and county population.  Monies 
appropriated from the State Aid to the Courts Fund in the 
State Aid line item are distributed to all counties. 
 
County Reimbursements 
 
The budget includes $187,900 from the General Fund in 
FY 2012 for County Reimbursements.  This amount is 
unchanged from FY 2011. 
 
The County Reimbursements line item provides 
reimbursement to counties for grand jury expenses and for 
state-funded representation of indigent defendants in first-
time capital post conviction relief proceedings.  A.R.S. § 
13-4041 and 21-428 require the state to pay 50% of these 
expenses.  The Criminal Justice Budget Reconciliation Bill 
(BRB) (Laws 2011, Chapter 33), however, suspends these 
provisions and requires that reimbursement not exceed the 
level in the General Appropriation Act. 
 
Automation 
 
The budget includes $12,206,500 and 13 FTE Positions in 
FY 2012 for Automation.  These amounts consist of: 
 
Defensive Driving School Fund  4,441,400 
JCEF  7,765,100 
 
These amounts fund the following adjustments: 
 
  Statewide Adjustments 
The budget includes a decrease of $(6,000) from the 
Defensive Driving School Fund in FY 2012 for statewide 
adjustments.  
 
The Automation line item provides funding for court 
automation projects throughout the state. 
 
Case and Cash Management System 
 
The budget includes $3,326,500 from the Judicial 
Collection Enhancement Fund in FY 2012 for the Case and 
Cash Management System.  This amount is unchanged 
from FY 2011.   
 
The Case and Cash Management System line item funds 
the replacement of the computer systems in the larger 
volume Superior and Limited Jurisdiction Courts in Pima 
and Maricopa Counties, as well as the case and financial 
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management system that is provided to approximately 145 
of the 180 courts at the state, county and municipal level 
located throughout the state.  The AOC estimates 
upgrading of these systems will continue through FY 2014. 
 
Foster Care Review Board 
 
The budget includes $3,332,000 and 34 FTE Positions 
from the General Fund in FY 2012 for the Foster Care 
Review Board.  These amounts fund the following 
adjustments: 
 
  Statewide Adjustments 
The budget includes a decrease of $(19,100) from the 
General Fund in FY 2012 for statewide adjustments.  
 
The Foster Care Review Board line item coordinates local 
volunteer review boards for foster care children in out-of-
home placement.   
 
Court Appointed Special Advocate 
 
The budget includes $2,816,400 and 5.5 FTE Positions in 
FY 2012 for the Court Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA).  These amounts consist of: 
 
General Fund  102,000 
CASA Fund  2,714,400 
 
These amounts fund the following adjustments:  
 
  CASA Funding Reduction  
The budget includes a decrease of $(500,000) from the 
CASA Fund in FY 2012 to reduce spending to projected 
revenue levels.   
 
  Statewide Adjustments 
The budget includes a decrease of $(212,800) from the 
Court Appointed Special Advocate Fund in FY 2012 for 
statewide adjustments.  
 
The CASA line item administers and monitors a 
community-based volunteer advocacy program for abused 
and neglected children in the Juvenile Court System.  In 
FY 2010, 995 individuals volunteered for this program.   
 
Model Court 
 
The budget includes $447,600 from the General Fund in 
FY 2012 for Model Court.  This amount is unchanged 
from FY 2011. 
 
Monies in this line item represent a pass-through to 
counties to improve processing of dependency cases. 
 
 
 
 

Domestic Relations 
 
The budget includes $640,300 and 4.9 FTE Positions from 
the General Fund in FY 2012 for Domestic Relations.  
These amounts fund the following adjustments: 
 
  Statewide Adjustments 
The budget includes a decrease of $(5,100) from the 
General Fund in FY 2012 for statewide adjustments.  
 
The Domestic Relations line item provides coordination 
and technical support for groups formed to develop and 
review policies and programs related to domestic relations 
and child support.   
 
Judicial Nominations and Performance Review 
 
The budget includes $417,200 and 3.6 FTE Positions from 
the General Fund in FY 2012 for Judicial Nominations and 
Performance Review.  These amounts fund the following 
adjustments: 
 
  Statewide Adjustments 
The budget includes a decrease of $(4,700) from the 
General Fund in FY 2012 for statewide adjustments.   
 
This line item funds administrative costs to oversee the 
nominations for the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeals, 
and the Superior Court in Maricopa and Pima Counties, as 
well as evaluating the performance of all merit retention 
justices and judges.  The results of the performance 
evaluations are provided to the voters before each retention 
election.   
 
Commission on Judicial Conduct 
 
The budget includes $506,800 and 4 FTE Positions from 
the General Fund in FY 2012 for Commission on Judicial 
Conduct.  These amounts fund the following adjustments: 
 
  Statewide Adjustments 
The budget includes a decrease of $(4,700) from the 
General Fund in FY 2012 for statewide adjustments.  
 
The Commission on Judicial Conduct investigates and 
resolves all complaints of judicial misconduct. 
 
Photo Radar Enforcement 
 
The budget includes no funding in FY 2012 for Photo 
Radar Enforcement.  This funds the following adjustments: 
 
  Statewide Adjustments 
The budget includes an increase of $500 from the Photo 
Enforcement Fund in FY 2012 for statewide adjustments. 
 
  Elimination of the Program 
The budget includes a decrease of $(5,326,100) from the 
Photo Enforcement Fund in FY 2012 to account for the 
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elimination of the State Photo Radar Enforcement 
program.  This reduction is due to the Department of 
Public Safety’s decision not to extend the Photo Radar 
contract as of July 15, 2010.   
 
The Photo Radar Enforcement line item funded automation 
improvements, court notice costs, and collection costs 
related to statewide photo radar enforcement.  Laws 2008, 
Chapter 286 established the Photo Enforcement Fund that 
received photo citation and revenue.   
 
Fund Transfers 
 
The budget includes transfers from this agency’s funds to 
the General Fund.  (Please see the Fund Transfers section 
at the back of this report for more details.) 
 
Additional Legislation 
 
Judicial Elected Terms 
In FY 2012 the voters will decide on S.C.R. 1001.  If this 
Resolution passes, Supreme Court justices and 
intermediate appellate judges elected after January 1, 2013 
will serve 8-year terms instead of the current 6-year terms.  
Also, Superior Court judges elected after January 1, 2013 
in counties with a population larger than 250,000 will 
serve 8-year terms.     
 
Suspension of Reporting Requirements 
The Criminal Justice BRB continues the FY 2011 
suspension of reporting requirements for the annual 
Juvenile Intensive Probation Report, the Community 
Punishment Program Report, the Emancipation of Minors 
Report, the Annual Drug Treatment and Education Fund 
Report, the Annual Lengthy Trial Fund Report, the Annual 
Child Support Committee Report, and the Annual 
Domestic Relations Committee Report. 
 
Supreme Court Justice Travel Reimbursements 
The Criminal Justice BRB, as permanent law, allows 
Supreme Court justices to receive travel and per diem 
reimbursement if they permanently live outside of 
Maricopa County. 
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