
 
Fiscal Year 2012 Appropriations Report 40 Citizens Clean Elections Commission 

Citizens Clean Elections Commission   

 
FY 2010 

 ACTUAL  
FY 2011 

 ESTIMATE  
FY 2012 

 APPROVED   
 
FUND SOURCES       
Other Non-Appropriated Funds 6,140,400 11,344,400 5,309,500
TOTAL - ALL SOURCES 
 

6,140,400 11,344,400 5,309,500
  
AGENCY DESCRIPTION — As authorized by a 1998 ballot initiative, the Citizens Clean Elections Commission provides 
full public funding to qualified candidates who agree to abide by the commission’s guidelines.  To qualify for funding, 
participating candidates must adhere to spending and contribution limits, and gather $5 qualifying contributions from district 
constituents who are registered voters.  Participating candidates also agree to attend required debates.  The commission is not 
subject to legislative appropriation. 
  
 

 
Fund Transfers 
 
The budget assumes a transfer of $(20,000,000) from the 
Citizens Clean Election Fund to the General Fund in 
FY 2012.  Pursuant to a 1998 ballot proposition (A.R.S. § 
16-954D), the Citizens Clean Elections Commission is 
instructed to return excess monies to the General Fund if it 
determines that anticipated revenues exceed anticipated 
expenses.  Given the legal requirement for the return of 
excess monies, these transfers were not specified in any 
bill.   
 

Additional Legislation 
 
If approved by voters at the November 2012 General 
Election, Senate Concurrent Resolution (SCR) 1025 would 
prohibit the state or its political subdivisions from using 
public funds for political campaigns.  In addition, SCR 
1025 would prohibit these entities from offering tax 
credits/deductions or assessing any surcharge associated 
with the public financing of campaigns. 
 
The practical effect of SCR 1025 would be the elimination 
of the Citizens Clean Elections Commission along with its 
associated check off box and fine surcharge.  Any 
unexpended Clean Elections funds would be transferred to 
the General Fund.  

 FY 2010 
Actual  

FY 2011 
Estimate 

Funds Available 
Balance Forward $28,172,400 $32,716,700
Revenue: 

Fine Surcharge $12,241,100 $12,500,000
Civil Penalties (election
 related) 

600  500

Qualifying Contributions   296,000 112,000
$5 Check Off Box   8,012,000 8,012,000
Donations/Tax Credits 105,000 105,000
Other       30,000        30,000

Total Revenue   $20,684,700  $20,759,500
Total Funds Available   $48,857,100  $53,476,200
  
Expenditures:    

Personal Services $     462,800 $     462,700
Employee Related    

Expenditures 
154,200 154,200

Professional & Outside 
Services 

2,066,100 2,000,000 

Travel - In State 5,300 5,000
Travel - Out of State 0 2,500 
Candidate Funding 3,268,600 5,200,000
Other Operating Expenses 164,800 3,500,000
Capital Equipment 0 0 
Non-Capital Equipment          18,600         20,000 

Total Funds Expended   $  6,140,400  $11,344,400
Transfer to General Fund $10,000,000 $20,000,000
Year-End Fund Balance $32,716,700 $22,131,800
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