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Agency:  Citizens Clean Elections Commission 
 
Proposal:  Citizens Clean Election Fund Transfer 
 
FY 09 Savings: $(3,000,000) 
FY 10 Savings: $10,000,000 
 
This option would transfer $10 million from the Citizens Clean Election Fund into the 
General Fund in FY 2010.  A.R.S. § 16-954D requires the Citizens Clean Elections 
Commission (CCEC) to annually project the amount of monies the Clean Election Fund 
will collect and spend over the next 4 years.  While the commission has wide latitude in 
projecting revenues, its expenditure projections are required to be made at the spending 
limit as calculated in A.R.S. § 16-949A.  This spending limit provides that in a given 
calendar year, the CCEC may not spend more than $5 times the number of Arizona 
personal income tax returns filed in the previous calendar year.   
 
Statute requires that when the commission determines that the fund has more monies than 
are needed to cover its spending limit, the excess monies are reverted to the General 
Fund.  The Citizens Clean Elections Commission is protected by Proposition 105, which 
stipulates that the Legislature cannot amend statutory language in ballot propositions 
unless the amendment “furthers the purpose” of the proposition and is approved by a 
three-fourths majority vote of the Legislature.  As such, the Legislature probably would 
not be able to require a revertment greater than the commission’s estimate.  In FY 2008 
the CCEC did transfer $18.9 million from the Citizens Clean Election Fund to the 
General Fund.  This transfer did not require any new legislative action as it occurred 
under the commission’s existing authority. 
 
The FY 2009 budget assumed a $14 million revertment from the Clean Election Fund, 
however, this estimate is being revised downward to $11 million, for a loss of $3 million 
for the General Fund. 
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