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STRATEGIC PROGRAM AREA REVIEWS (SPARs) 
 
A.R.S. § 41-1275 establishes the Strategic Program Area 
Review (SPAR) process.  The SPARs provide an 
opportunity for the Governor and the Legislature to 
evaluate the effectiveness and efficiency of programs 
crossing state agency lines.  These reviews by Joint 
Legislative Budget Committee (JLBC) Staff and the 
Governor’s Office of Strategic Planning and Budgeting 
(OSPB) are a permanent part of the biennial budget 
process and result in decisions to retain, eliminate, or 
modify particular programs. 
 

A.R.S. § 41-1275 requires JLBC Staff, in consultation with 
OSPB, to recommend to the JLBC, program areas for 
SPAR by January 1 of every odd-numbered year.  Because 
the SPAR process was viewed as duplicating the efforts to 
review the effectiveness and efficiency of programs that 
cross state agency lines during session, no programs were 
subject to SPAR in the upcoming cycle. 
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