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ARIZONA STATE LEGISLATURE 
 

JOINT AD HOC COMMITTEE ON PROSPERITY DISTRICTS 
 

Minutes of the Meeting 
Tuesday, September 6, 2016 

12:00 p.m., Senate Hearing Room 1 
 
Members Present: 
Senator Steve Smith, Co-Chair Representative Steve Montenegro, Co-Chair 
Senator Barbara McGuire Representative Diego Espinoza 
Senator Bob Worsley Representative Vince Leach 
 Representative Jeff Weninger 
Members Absent: 
Senator Debbie Lesko  
                                              
Staff: 
Fareed Bailey, Senate Research Analyst  
Michael Madden, House Research Analyst         
 
Co-Chairman Smith called the meeting to order at 12:06 p.m. and attendance was 
taken. 
 
Senator Smith and Representative Montenegro gave opening remarks. 
 
Review of Committee Charge 
 
Fareed Bailey, Senate Research Analyst, gave an overview of the Committee 
Charge. 
 
Presentations 
 
Erick Brimen, NeWAY Private Capital LLC, distributed and explained a handout 
entitled “The Prosperity Zone Fact Sheet” (Attachment A).  Mr. Brimen testified in 
support of Prosperity Districts and the Prosperity Zone Compact and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
William Boyes, Founding Director, Center for the Study of Economic Liberty, 
Professor Emeritus, Economics, Arizona State University, further explained the 
Prosperity Zone Fact Sheet (Attachment A) and testified in support of Prosperity 
Districts and the Prosperity Zone Compact. 
 
Dean Clancy, Compact for America Educational Foundation, further explained the 
Prosperity Zone Fact Sheet (Attachment A) and testified in support of Prosperity 
Districts and the Prosperity Zone Compact.  Mr. Clancy answered questions posed by 
the Committee. 
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IIya Shapiro, Cato Institute, distributed and explained a handout entitled 
“Constitutionality of the Prosperity Zone Compact” (Attachment B). Mr. Shapiro testified 
in support of Prosperity Districts and the Prosperity Zone Compact. Mr. Shapiro 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Nick Dranias, President and Executive Director, Compact for America Educational 
Foundation, further explained the Prosperity Zone Fact Sheet (Attachment A) and 
testified in support of Prosperity Districts and the Prosperity Zone Compact. Mr. Dranias 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Kevin McCarthy, President, Arizona Tax Research Association, testified on 
Prosperity Districts and the Prosperity Zone Compact and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Mr. Dranias answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Mike Huckins, Greater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce, testified in opposition to 
Prosperity Districts and the Prosperity Zone Compact and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Dale Wiebusch, Senior Legislative Associate, League of Arizona Cities and 
Towns, testified on Prosperity Districts and the Prosperity Zone Compact and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Closing Remarks 
 
Senator Smith and Representative Montenegro gave closing remarks. 
 
Mr. Brimen answered additional questions and gave closing remarks. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:23 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 Toy Brown 
 Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio archives 
are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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