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ARIZONA STATE LEGISLATURE 
 

POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER IN PUBLIC SAFETY STUDY COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of the Meeting 
June 28, 2016 

10:00 a.m., House Hearing Room 1 
 
 
Members Present: 
Senator Steve Smith Representative Mark Finchem, Chairman 
Dr. Robbie Adler-Tapia Lt. Col. Wayde Webb, representing Frank Milstead 
Dr. Steve Carson Art Harding, representing Charles Ryan 
Tom Gussie Steve Stahl 
Honorable Scott Mascher  
 
Members Absent: 
Mark Angle Bryan Savage 
Ken Crane James Stabler 
Jason Mertlich  
 
Staff:  
Rick Hazelton, House Research Analyst 
Alex Vidal, Senate Research Analyst 
 
 
Representative Finchem called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m. and attendance was 
noted. 
 
Representative Finchem gave opening remarks. 
 
Overview and Discussion of HB 2350; traumatic events counseling 
 
Rick Hazelton, House Research Analyst, gave an overview of HB 2350.             
 
Dēhp Therapeutic treatment for PTSD 
 
Josette D. Sullins, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and Founder, Dēhp Therapeutic, 
introduced Adrian Romero, Retired Sergeant, Marine Corps, and Jack Wallace, Director 
of External and Governmental Affairs, Dēhp Therapeutic. Ms. Sullins provided a 
PowerPoint presentation entitled “dēhp therapeutic” (Attachment A). Ms. Sullins 
explained Dēhp’s neuro therapeutic technique, shared the impact and success of this 
treatment and stated that Dr. Bob Bohanske, Southwest Behavioral & Health Services, 
is leading the independent study currently taking place. Mr. Wallace distributed a copy 
of a Dēhp Therapeutic press release dated June 27, 2016 (Attachment B). Ms. Sullins 
and Mr. Wallace answered questions posed by the Committee. 
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Representative Finchem requested that Dr. Bohanske be present for the next meeting 
in November to speak on the given information. 
 
Ms. Sullins invited the Committee members to a conference to be held in Tucson on 
August 25, 2016. 
 
Representative Finchem requested that the published study from Dr. Bohanske be 
forwarded to the analyst in a timely manner. 
 
Ms. Sullins and Mr. Wallace answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Adrian Romero, Sergeant, Marine Corps combat veteran, shared his story, the 
impact of the Dēhp Therapeutic technique and its success in his recovery.  
 
Sheriff Mascher thanked Mr. Romero for his service to the country. 
 
Ms. Sullins answered additional questions posed by the Committee relating to the 
disparity in percentages of various groups (such as Iraq War veterans versus 
firefighters) suffering from PTSD.  
 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder vs. Post-Traumatic Stress Injury 
 
Dr. Steve Carson, Psychologist, distributed a handout entitled “Acute Stress Disorder 
(DSM-V 308.3)” (Attachment C). Dr. Carson answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
  
Dr. Adler-Tapia expressed her concern with the issue of workman’s compensation as it 
relates to PTSD claims. Dr. Adler-Tapia also addressed the higher rate of firefighters 
with PTSD. 
 
Representative Finchem made comments regarding the difference in mental 
preparation between the firefighter, law enforcement and combat subsets. 
 
Dr. Carson finished his presentation (Attachment C) by giving an overview regarding 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) versus Post-Traumatic Stress Injury (PTSI).     
 
Committee Discussion  
 
Representative Finchem made comments regarding the amount left to be learned and 
the newness of applying this information to non-military sectors. He addressed the need 
to remain flexible for possible future changes to HB 2350 and to further explore the 
scope of the problem the Committee is studying. Representative Finchem asked the 
Committee members for suggestions and recommendations. 
 
Dr. Adler-Tapia further spoke to worker’s compensation requirements not addressed by 
the Bill. 
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Recommendations 

  
Senator Smith moved that the Committee endorse HB 2350 as signed 
by the Governor and recommend that affected agencies, by 
November 1, 2016, report to the Committee on any statistics relating 
to the provisions of HB 2350. The motion CARRIED by voice vote.  

 
Senator Smith moved that the Committee support an effort to notify 
all affected agencies of the provisions of HB 2350. The motion 
CARRIED by voice vote.  

 
Representative Finchem made closing remarks, thanked the Committee and asked for 
one last meeting in November to notify members what has been learned from various 
organizations, including clarifying how to communicate with the major departments and 
reviewing any data the Committee has collected. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:32 a.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 Imee L. Andrew 
 Committee Secretary 
 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, 
Room 115. Audio archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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