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PURPOSE:  To: (1) develop, maintain, and amend, as necessary, a long-range general plan for 

the development of the governmental mall; (2) encourage public agencies to enter 
into intergovernmental agreements or contracts as necessary to implement the 
general plan; (3) review and approve or disapprove in writing requests for 
permission to develop structures or sites or award construction contracts for new 
buildings or improvements within the governmental mall;  (4) review all planning 
activities within the governmental mall boundaries; and (5) publish an annual 
report on the issues brought before the Commission and its recommendations. 

 
MEMBERSHIP: 
 
House The Speaker of the House or the Speakers designee, as an advisory member: 
 Lela Alston 
 
Senate The President of the Senate or the President's designee, as an advisory member: 
 Judy Burges 
 
Other One member, appointed by the Governor: 
 Mr. Barry Aarons, The Aarons Company LLC (5/10/2016) 
 
 One member of the public, appointed by the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives: 
 Mr. Kevin DeMenna, DeMenna and Associates (9/7/2015) 
 
 One member who has experience in land planning or architecture, appointed by 

the Governor: 
 Ms. Vanessa Hickman (1/16/2017) 
 
 One member of the public, appointed by the President of the Senate: 
 Mrs. Karen Johnson (8/22/2014) 
 
 Two members, one of whom shall have experience in urban planning, appointed 

by the Mayor of the City of Phoenix: 
 Mr. Don Keuth, Director, Phoenix Community Alliance 
 
Vacant 
 
 The Chair of the Historical Advisory Commission established in A.R.S. 41-

151.20 or the Chair's designee: 
 Dr. Susan Shaffer Nahmias Ph.D., Arizona Historical Advisory Commission 
 
 The Director of the Department of Administration or the Director's designee: 
 Ms. Nicole Ong, Arizona Department of Administration 
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 One member, appointed by the Chair of the Maricopa County Board of 
Supervisors: 

 Mr. Jason Rodgers, Visionary Properties (12/31/2017) 
 
 One member who has experience in county planning, appointed by the Chair of 

the Maricopa County Board of Supervisors: 
 Ms. Carol Shuler (12/31/2017) 
 
 

Notes:  Appointed members shall serve three-year terms.  The Commission shall 
elect a Chair from among its membership. Advisory members are not eligible to 
vote and do not count for the purpose of determining a quorum. Members are 
eligible for reimbursement of expenses.  A member of the Commission who is 
more than one hundred years of age may vote by proxy.  If a member of the 
Commission is more than one hundred years of age, five other members of the 
Commission constitute a quorum. 
 
 
CONTACT: Robin Hillyard, Senate Research Staff; Sharon Carpenter, House Research Staff 
REPORT DATE: Annually 
EXPIRATION DATE: 07/01/2025 
STATUTORY CITE: A.R.S. 41-1361 & 41-1362; Laws 1985, Chapter 23; Laws 
1985, Chapter 350; Laws 1988, Chapter 160; Laws 1995, Chapter 70; Laws 1996, 
Chapter 7; Laws 2001, Chapter 91; Laws 2011, Chapter 18; Laws 2014, Chapter 
229 
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