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PURPOSE:  To review: (1) the availability of high-speed internet access within this State, 

particularly in rural areas; (2) the technological needs of school districts and 
charter schools in this State, including infrastructure, internet connectivity, data 
security and information technology personnel; (3) federal programs relating to 
internet accessibility, including the federal e-rate program, and availability and 
access to federal monies, especially for rural districts; (4) the development of 
high-speed internet access in other states, including model governance structures; 
and (5) the State's current contracts for carrier services and telecommunications 
and the potential to incentivize the expansion of internet access throughout the 
State.  On or before December 1, 2014, the Committee shall submit a report of its 
preliminary findings to the Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, the Joint Legislative Budget Committee and the 
Information Technology Authorization Committee.  On or before December 1, 
2015, the Committee shall submit a report that includes recommendations to 
increase internet access to underserved populations, including best practices, 
funding sources and a model governance structure, to the Governor, The President 
of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Joint Legislative 
Budget Committee and the Information Technology Authorization Committee.  
The Committee shall provide a copy of this report to the Secretary of State.  

 
 
MEMBERSHIP: 
 
Senate Two members of the Senate, one designated as Co-Chair, appointed by the 

President of the Senate: 
 Debbie Lesko, Kimberly Yee (Co-Chair) 
 
 One member of the Senate, appointed by the Senate Minority Leader: 
 Z-4 Senate Vacant 
 
Other The State Superintendent of Education or the Superintendent's designee: 
 Honorable Diane Douglas, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Arizona 

Department of Education 
 
 The State Chief Information Officer or the Chief Information Officer's designee: 
 Mr. Morgan Reed, CIO, Arizona Department of Administration 
 
 One representative from a school district within this State, appointed by the 

President of the Senate: 
 Vacant 
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 One parent of a child who is currently enrolled in the free and reduced lunch 
program at a school district or charter school in this State, appointed by the 
Governor: 

 Vacant 
 
 One member who represents an internet services provider or telecommunications 

organization in this State, appointed by the President of the Senate: 
 Vacant 
 
 

Notes:  One of the two members who represent a school district must be from a 
county with a population of no more than four hundred thousand persons.  The 
Department of Administration, the Department of Education and the Legislature 
shall provide staff services and support for the Committee. 
 
 
CONTACT: Catcher Baden, Senate Research Staff; Aaron Wonders, House Research Staff 
REPORT DATE: 12/01/14, 12/01/15 
EXPIRATION DATE: 12/31/2016 
STATUTORY CITE: Laws 2014, Chapter 17, Sec. 18 
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