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PURPOSE:  To:  (1) identify the responsibilities and scope of the Department of Child Safety, 

its statutory mandates, policies and procedures; (2) identify areas for statutory 
improvement in the Child Safety System and recommend statutory and 
administrative changes; (3) monitor Department program effectiveness and 
recommend any statutory efficiencies that further the purpose to protect children; 
(4) review all semiannual reports on program outcomes released by the 
Department to the legislature for trends and areas for statutory improvement; (5) 
make recommendations on the membership and duties of any future legislative 
committee to oversee the Department of Child Safety; and (6) on or before 
December 15, 2015, submit a report of its findings and recommendations to the 
Governor, the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the President of the 
Senate, and provide a copy of its report to the Secretary of State. 

 
MEMBERSHIP: 
 
House Two members of the House of Representatives from different political parties and 

one appointed as Co-Chair, appointed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives: 

 Z-1 House Vacant 
 
Senate Two members of the Senate from different political parties and one designated as 

Co-Chair, appointed by the President of the Senate: 
 Nancy Barto (Co-Chair), David Bradley 
 
Other One representative from a foster care licensing agency, appointed by the Speaker 

of the House of Representatives: 
 Mr. Fred Chaffee 
 
 One public member who has significant experience with Child Safety, appointed 

by the President of the Senate: 
 Ms. Mimi Condon 
 
 One pediatrician who has experience with the Department or child fatalities, or 

both, appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 
 Dr. Cody Laraine Conklin-Aguilera 
 
 One foster parent, appointed by the Director of the Department of Child Safety: 
 Mr. Joe Jacober 
 
 One Child Safety worker or administrator with Child Safety worker knowledge, 

appointed by the Director of the Department of Child Safety: 
 Mr. Jason Keith 
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 One member of a law enforcement agency in this State, appointed by the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives: 

 Mr. Bill Montgomery, County Attorney 
 
 One representative of a Native American Tribe or Nation, appointed by the 

President of the Senate: 
 Ms. Deannah Neswood-Gishey, Director, LMSW, Tribal Social Services, Gila 

River Indian Community 
 
 One guardian ad litem, appointed by the Director of the Administrative Office of 

the Courts: 
 Mr. Bill Owsley, Office of Legal Advocate 
 
 One former foster child, appointed by the President of the Senate: 
 Vacant 
 
 
 
CONTACT: Emily Mercado; Senate Research Staff; Rick Hazelton, House Research Staff 
REPORT DATE: 12/31/12, 12/15/15 
EXPIRATION DATE: 12/31/16 
STATUTORY CITE: Laws 2013, Chapter 220;  2nd Special Session, Laws 2014, Chapter 1, 

Laws 2015, Chapter 254, Sec. 1 
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