START_STATUTE5-131.  Compact; authority to join
The department of gaming and the racing commission may join with other states in an interstate compact on licensure of participants in live racing with pari‑mutuel wagering as follows:

Article I

Rights and Responsibilities of Each Party State

Section 1.  Rights and responsibilities of each party state.

A.  By enacting this compact, each party state:

1.  Agrees to accept the decisions of the compact committee regarding the issuance of compact committee licenses to participants in live racing pursuant to the committee's licensure requirements.

2.  Agrees not to treat a notification to an applicant by the compact committee that the compact committee will not be able to process the application further as the denial of a license, or to penalize such an applicant in any other way based solely on such a decision by the compact committee.

3.  Reserves the right:

(a)  To charge a fee for the use of a compact committee license in that state.

(b)  To apply its own standards in determining whether, on the facts of a particular case, a compact committee license should be suspended or revoked.

(c)  To apply its own standards in determining licensure eligibility, under the laws of that party state, for categories of participants in live racing that the compact committee determines not to license and for individual participants in live racing who do not meet the licensure requirements of the compact committee.

(d)  To establish its own licensure standards for the licensure of nonracing employees at pari‑mutuel racetracks and employees at separate satellite wagering facilities.

B.  Any party state that suspends or revokes a compact committee license, through its racing commission or its equivalent or otherwise, shall promptly notify the compact committee of that suspension or revocation.

C.  A party state shall not be held liable for the debts or other financial obligations incurred by the compact committee.

D.  The department of gaming may adopt rules to carry out the purposes of this section.

Article II

Construction and Severability

Section 2.  Construction and severability.

This compact shall be liberally construed so as to effectuate its purposes.  The provisions of this compact shall be severable, and, if any phrase, clause, sentence or provision of this compact is declared to be contrary to the Constitution of the United States or of any party state, or the applicability of this compact to any government, agency, person or circumstance is held invalid, the validity of the remainder of this compact and its applicability to any government, agency, person or circumstance shall not be affected thereby.  If all or some portion of this compact is held to be contrary to the constitution of any party state, the compact shall remain in full force and effect as to the remaining party states and in full force and effect as to the state affected as to all severable matters.

Article III

Definitions

For the purposes of this compact:

1.  "Compact committee" means the organization of officials from the party states that is authorized and empowered by the compact to carry out the purposes of this compact.

2.  "Official" means the appointed, elected, designated or otherwise duly elected representative of a racing commission or the equivalent thereof in a party state who represents that party as a member of the compact committee.

3.  "Participants in live racing" means participants in live racing with pari‑mutuel wagering in the party states.

4.  "Party state" means each state that has enacted this compact.

5.  "State" means each of the several states of the United States, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and each territory or possession of the United States.END_STATUTE
