START_STATUTE48-6504.  Formation; public hearing
A.  On receipt of a valid petition, the governing body may adopt a resolution of intention to consider the formation of a tourism improvement area, if adopted by the governing body.  The resolution of intention must state all of the following:
1.  The date, time and place of a public hearing to consider the petition for formation of a tourism improvement area.
2.  The proposed tourism improvement area activities.
3.  An estimated amount of funding necessary to implement the tourism improvement area plan. 
4.  The boundaries of the proposed tourism improvement area.
5.  The amount of the proposed lodging business assessment. 
B.  If a resolution consistent with subsection A of this section is adopted by the governing body, the notice of the public hearing shall be sent by mail to each lodging business owner subject to assessment in the proposed tourism improvement area and published in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality or county or on the municipality's or county's public website at least thirty days before the date of the hearing.  The notice must also contain a description of the proposed tourism improvement area as set forth in the resolution of intention. 
C.  The governing body shall conduct the public hearing at least thirty days after mailing the notice to all lodging business owners identified pursuant to subsection B of this section. 
D.  The governing body shall consider public testimony regarding the proposed tourism improvement area.  Any lodging business proposed to be subjected to a lodging business assessment may submit a written objection to the governing body at any time before the conclusion of the public hearing.  If written objections are received from lodging business owners that represent fifty percent or more of the total rooms that are subject to the assessment, the governing body shall end the hearing and the municipality or county may not hold any further proceedings on the formation of the proposed tourism improvement area for a period of one year after the date of the hearing.
E.  The governing body of a municipality may not form a proposed tourism improvement area within the unincorporated territory of a county without the consent of the board of supervisors of that county.  The governing body of a municipality may not form a proposed tourism improvement area within the territorial jurisdiction of another municipality without the consent of the governing body of the other municipality.  The board of supervisors may not form a proposed tourism improvement area within the territorial jurisdiction of another county without consent of the board of supervisors of the other county.
F.  The initial term of a formed tourism improvement area may not exceed ten years and subsequent renewals of the tourism improvement area may not exceed ten years per renewal. END_STATUTE
