38-810.0238-810.02.  Statutory construction
A.  Because the plan as enacted at a particular time is a unique amalgam of rights and obligations having a critical impact on the actuarial integrity of the plan, the legislature intends that the plan as enacted at a particular time be construed and applied as a coherent whole and without reference to any other provision of the plan in effect at a different time.

B.  The plan was established in order to provide a uniform, consistent and equitable statewide program for those eligible elected officials as defined by the plan.  A member of the plan does not have a vested right to benefits under the plan until the member files an application for benefits and is found eligible for those benefits.  An eligible claimant's right to benefits vests on the date of the member's application for those benefits or the member's last day of employment under the plan, whichever occurs first.38-810.02
