START_STATUTE36-503.02.  Apprehension and transportation by authorized transporters; immunity
A.  When in any section of articles 4 and 5 of this chapter, a court, a person, an evaluation agency or a mental health treatment agency is allowed to authorize, request or order the apprehension and transportation of a patient or proposed patient by a peace officer to an evaluation agency or mental health treatment agency, the court, person, evaluation agency or mental health treatment agency may authorize the apprehension and transportation by an authorized transporter if available in the city, town or county if there are reasonable grounds to believe that the patient or proposed patient may be safely apprehended and transported by an authorized transporter without the assistance of a peace officer.
B.  Any person who provides a court, a person, an evaluation agency or a mental health treatment agency authorized to request or order the apprehension and transportation of a patient or proposed patient with facts and circumstances or expresses an opinion that there may be reasonable grounds to believe a patient or proposed patient may be safely apprehended and transported to an evaluation agency or mental health treatment agency by an authorized transporter without the assistance of a peace officer, the court, the person, the evaluation agency or the mental health treatment agency that authorizes the use of an authorized transporter and the authorized transporter that apprehends and transports the patient or proposed patient to an evaluation agency or mental health treatment agency pursuant to an authorization, request or order issued under this chapter are not subject to civil liability for the apprehension or transportation.  This liability exclusion does not apply to a person who acts with gross negligence.
C.  This chapter does not require a city, town or county to contract with an authorized transporter to provide services pursuant to this chapter instead of a peace officer.  A city, town or county that enters into a contract with an authorized transporter is financially responsible for the contracted services provided pursuant to this chapter by the authorized transporter.
D.  For the purposes of this chapter, an evaluation agency or mental health treatment agency authorizing the use of an authorized transporter is not financially responsible for the use of the authorized transporter.END_STATUTE
