START_STATUTE36-418.01.  Behavioral health facilities; dependent children; placement; report; definition
A.  If a foster child who is in the care, custody and control of the department of child safety is approved for placement in a behavioral health facility licensed pursuant to this chapter, the behavioral health facility may not deny or refuse placement of the foster child if, subject to the availability of a bed or space in the behavioral health facility, all of the following apply:
1.  The foster child's behavioral needs are within the scope of services.
2.  The foster child's placement in the behavioral health facility is clinically appropriate.
3.  The foster child's placement in the behavioral health facility does not disrupt the environment of the behavioral health facility, including the behaviors and needs of other residents of the behavioral health facility.
4.  The foster child's primary condition is a behavioral health condition.
B.  If a behavioral health facility denies or refuses placement of the foster child pursuant to subsection A of this section, the behavioral health facility shall do both of the following:
1.  Document the specific clinical reason for denying or refusing placement of the foster child.
2.  Within twenty‑four hours after denying or refusing placement of the foster child, notify the placement agency that the behavioral health facility's denial or refusal is necessary.
C.  When possible, a behavioral health facility that denies or refuses placement of a foster child shall work collaboratively with the placement agency to explore alternative placements or additional supports for the foster child that may facilitate a successful placement of the foster child.  The behavioral health facility shall document efforts made with the placement facility for successful placement of the foster child.
D.  A behavioral health facility may not deny the placement of a foster child who requires medication management for a chronic physical health condition.
[bookmark: Add_Section]E.  For the purposes of this section, "placement agency" means the department of child safety or any other agency that is authorized to approve a foster child for placement in a behavioral health facility or program. END_STATUTE
