28-824328-8243.  Abandoned aircraft; definition
A.  A person shall not abandon an aircraft on property of another.

B.  A peace officer who has reasonable grounds to believe that an aircraft has been abandoned may seize the aircraft and cause its removal from property of another.  A peace officer who causes the removal of an aircraft pursuant to this subsection shall immediately notify the director in writing of the removal.

C.  The abandonment of an aircraft in the manner provided in this section is a presumption that the last registered owner of record is responsible for the abandonment, unless the aircraft is the subject of a theft report filed with a local law enforcement agency.

D.  On receipt of a report as required by this section, the director shall search the records of the department.  On receipt of information disclosing the name and address of the owner and lienholder, if any, the director, at least fifteen days before the date of taking this action, shall give to the owner and lienholder, if any, notice of the director's intention to sell the aircraft.  The director shall give notice by certified mail, return receipt requested, to be delivered to the addressee only.

E.  If the records of the department fail to disclose the name and address of the owner and lienholder, if any, or if the notice is returned marked unclaimed or addressee unknown, the director shall publish notice of the director's intention to sell the aircraft once in a newspaper of general circulation in the county in which the aircraft was seized.  The notice shall include a complete description of the aircraft, including the identification number and the place and date the aircraft was found.

F.  If the aircraft is unclaimed at the expiration of fifteen days from mailing the certified notice or on the expiration of fifteen days from the publication, the director may sell the aircraft at public auction to the highest bidder.  The director shall issue a bill of sale to the purchaser at the sale on compliance with this section.

G.  The director shall retain any surplus arising from the sale, after deducting the costs of the sale of the aircraft, for the lienholder or owner for a period of thirty days.  If the surplus is not claimed on the expiration of that time it shall be deposited, pursuant to sections 35‑146 and 35‑147, in the state aviation fund.

H.  For the purposes of this section, "abandoned aircraft" means an aircraft that has been left on property without the consent of the owner or operator of the property for more than sixty days. 28-8243
