START_STATUTE15-106.  Identity verified fingerprints
An applicant who applies for a new teaching certificate in order to teach in a school district, a participant in field experience or student teaching in this state, an applicant who applies for a renewal of an existing teaching certificate in order to continue teaching in a school district, an applicant who is required for the first time to be fingerprinted in order to teach in a charter school and an applicant who is required to renew fingerprints in order to continue teaching in a charter school pursuant to section 15‑183, an applicant who is required to be fingerprinted pursuant to section 15‑512 and any person who is contracted by this state, by a school district or by a charter school to provide tutoring services shall submit for an identity verified fingerprint card that will be used by the department of public safety to process the fingerprint clearance card pursuant to title 41, chapter 12, article 3.1 as follows:

1.  The applicant shall submit a request for an application packet from the department of public safety.

2.  The application packet shall be contained in an envelope specified by the department of public safety and shall include the following:

(a)  A blank applicant fingerprint card.

(b)  An application for a fingerprint clearance card.

(c)  Instructions for the return of the application packet.

3.  A school district or charter school may contract for fingerprinting services through an entity or entities and shall provide a copy of the instructions to the entity or entities as provided by the department of public safety regarding the submission of identity verified fingerprints.  If a school district or charter school elects to provide fingerprinting services, the school district or charter school shall authorize an individual employed by the school district or charter school to administer the services.

4.  The department of public safety shall provide instructions to law enforcement agencies and public schools regarding the submission of identity verified fingerprints.  The department of public safety shall reject the application for a fingerprint clearance card if the application is not correct or is not submitted according to the instructions provided by the department of public safety.

5.  The applicant, at the time that identity verified fingerprints are taken, shall provide the law enforcement agency, school district, charter school or other entity with a completed application form for a fingerprint clearance card, the fingerprint card with the requisite demographic information and the required fee in the form of a money order or cashier's check made out to the department of public safety.  The law enforcement agency, school district, charter school or other entity shall verify the identity of the applicant through recognized means of photographic identification and a comparison of the demographic information on the photographic identification against the demographic information on the application form and the fingerprint card.  The authorized person taking the fingerprints shall enter on the application form a description of the photographic identification presented by the applicant.  The law enforcement agency, school district, charter school or other entity shall place the completed fingerprint card, the completed application form or any other form required by the department of public safety and the fee provided by the applicant in the postage prepaid envelope provided by the department of public safety and mail it to the fingerprinting division in the department of public safety.  A law enforcement agency, school district, charter school or other entity may charge the applicant a reasonable fee for services provided pursuant to this section.

6.  Fingerprints submitted electronically or through an internet‑based system pursuant to section 41-1758.01 shall include a completed application for a fingerprint clearance card, the requisite applicant demographic information and the required fee, and shall be identity verified in accordance with instructions provided by the department of public safety.  The department shall reject the application for a fingerprint clearance card if the application is not correct or is not submitted according to the department's instructions.  The entity or entities contracted by the department shall comply with:

(a)  All information privacy and security measures and submission standards established by the department.

(b)  The information technology security policy approved by the department. 

7.  The department of public safety shall process the application packet in the same manner prescribed for fingerprint clearance cards issued pursuant to title 41, chapter 12, article 3.1.

8.  The department of public safety shall provide for digital storage and retrieval of identity verified fingerprints taken pursuant to this section.  The fingerprints taken pursuant to this section shall be digitally designated in the fingerprint archive as identity verified fingerprint records.

9.  A person who has a set of identity verified fingerprints on file with the department of public safety pursuant to this section shall not be required to submit a new set of fingerprints to the department of public safety to renew the person's fingerprint clearance card.  On receipt of the required application form and fee for a renewal fingerprint clearance card from a person required to submit identity verified fingerprints, the department of public safety shall attempt to use the electronic copy of the applicant's identity verified fingerprints that are retained pursuant to this section to conduct the state and national criminal records checks.  The department of public safety may require the applicant to submit a new set of identity verified fingerprints if the department of public safety determines that the original fingerprints submitted have been lost or damaged or are found to be otherwise of insufficient quality to conduct a valid technical fingerprint search either by the department of public safety or the federal bureau of investigation.

10.  A person who participates in a teacher preparation program that is approved by the state board of education and who does not participate in field experience or student teaching in this state shall not be required to obtain a fingerprint clearance card pursuant to this section. END_STATUTE
