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LEGISLATION ENACTED 

 
military preservation; land exchanges (S.B. 1001) – Chapter 278 RFEIR 
 

Revises the statutory process to review, evaluate and approve proposed exchanges of state 
trust land for other public land located in the same county.  The exchange must be made either to 
improve land management for sale or lease or conversion to public use, or to preserve and protect 
military facilities in the state. The legislation is conditional upon voter approval of a constitutional 
amendment that authorizes land exchanges (See S.C.R. 1001). 

 
constables; ethics; training board; members (NOW: county highways; county engineer 
recommendations) (S.B. 1040) – Chapter 285 
 

SEE THE PUBLIC SAFETY AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE. 
 

underground mines; work hours (S.B. 1054) – Chapter 62 
 

SEE THE COMMERCE AND ENERGY COMMITTEE. 
 

state forester; wildfire resource deployment (S.B. 1075) – Chapter 135 
 

Requires the State Forester to implement and develop a comprehensive wildfire deployment 
plan of statewide resources for wildfire suppression activities in consultation with specified 
stakeholders.  

 
surplus lines; ADOT contracts (S.B. 1124) – Chapter 137 

 
SEE THE BANKING AND INSURANCE COMMITTEE. 
 

transportation project advancement notes (S.B. 1131) – Chapter 41 
 

Establishes Transportation Project Advancement Notes (TPANs) to accelerate local street 
and transit transportation projects. Authorizes the governing body of a city, town or county to enter 
into TPAN agreements with specified parties, including the Arizona Department of Transportation 
(ADOT) and regional transportation planning agencies, in order to pledge lawfully available excise 
tax monies against the issuance of notes. Political subdivisions can issue and sell TPANs 
competitively or by negotiation after entering into an agreement. Eligible projects must be identified 
in ADOT’s Statewide Transportation Improvement Program or Maricopa County’s Regional 
Transportation Plan to already have reasonably available funding over a specified period. The bill 
also prescribes limitations and requirements for TPAN issuance and sale.  

 
technical correction; child hearing programs (NOW accidents; failure to stop; penalties) (S.B. 1163) 
– Chapter 191 

 
SEE THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE. 
 



 

 

Arizona geological survey; powers; duties (S.B. 1171) – Chapter 17 
 
            Requires the Arizona Geological Survey (AZGS), rather than the State Land Department, to 
produce and provide earth fissure maps to the Arizona Department of Real Estate. Eliminates the 
AZGS’s statutory responsibility to promote and advocate for the development of mineral resources 
and related industry in Arizona. Reorganizes and renumbers AZGS statutes into one article of law.  
 
emergency vehicle access plan; ADOT (S.B. 1216) – Chapter 261 
 
            Requires, for projects that require a traffic management plan, the Director of the Arizona 
Department of Transportation to include an emergency vehicle access plan as part of the adopted 
standards and specifications for work zone safety and mobility in state highway work zones. 
 
appropriation; attorney general; habitat destruction (S.B. 1231) – Chapter 346 
 
 SEE THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE. 
 
vehicle permit fees; excess weight (S.B. 1232) – Chapter 192 
 
 SEE THE WATER, LAND USE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE. 
 
agricultural trust funds (S.B. 1233) – Chapter 248 
 
 SEE THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE. 
 
wildfire; notice of violation; pollutants (S.B. 1237) – Chapter 249 
 
 SEE THE WATER, LAND USE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE. 
 
dog tracks; live racing exception (S.B. 1273) – Chapter 310 E 
 

An emergency measure, effective May 9, 2012, that reduces the number of live dog races that 
a racetrack in Pima County is required to conduct for purposes of simulcast wagering. Through 
September 30, 2013, allows a horse track in Maricopa County to conduct additional dark day 
simulcasting at its racing facility and off-track locations subject to specified conditions.   

 
public roads; county maintenance (S.B. 1281) – Chapter 18 
 
                 Authorizes a county board of supervisors to spend public monies for the maintenance of 
public streets and roads that were constructed prior to June 13, 1990, rather than June 13, 1975.  
 
aquifer protection permits; waste (S.B. 1287) – Chapter 233 
 
 SEE THE WATER, LAND USE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE. 
 
storm water discharges; construction sites (S.B. 1289) – Chapter 262 
 

SEE THE WATER, LAND USE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE. 
 

 
 



 

 

agricultural best management committee; continuation  (S.B. 1297) – Chapter 292 
 

Retroactive to July 1, 2012, the Agricultural Best Management Practices Advisory 
Committee is continued until July 1, 2022. 
 
water quality appeals board; continuation  (S.B. 1298) – Chapter 46 
 
            Retroactive to July 1, 2012, the Water Quality Appeals Board is continued until July 1, 2022. 
 
Arizona geological survey; sunset continuation (S.B. 1299) – Chapter 19 
 
            Retroactive to July 1, 2012, the Arizona Geological Survey is continued until July 1, 2022. 
 
game and fish department; continuation  (S.B. 1300) – Chapter 283 
 
            Retroactive to July 1, 2012, the Arizona Game and Fish Department and the Arizona Game 
and Fish Commission are continued until July 1, 2022. Requires the Auditor General to conduct a 
performance audit of the Department by December 31, 2013.  
 
veterinarians; substance abuse treatment (S.B. 1342) – Chapter 181 
 

Allows the Arizona Veterinary Medical Examining Board (Board) to establish a substance 
abuse treatment and rehabilitation plan to assist licensed veterinarians and certified veterinary 
technicians (CVT) who suffer from drug and alcohol abuse. Authorizes the Board to use up to five 
percent of veterinarian licensing renewal fees to implement the plan. Allows a CVT or veterinarian to 
self-refer and remain confidential to the Board if they comply with the terms of their contract with 
the plan administrator. 

 
environment; budget reconciliation; 2012-2013. (S.B. 1532/H.B. 2861) – Chapter 303 

 
SEE THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE. 
 

HELP advisory committee; repeal (H.B. 2061) – Chapter 113 
 
          Repeals the Highway Expansion and Extension Loan Program Advisory Committee.  
 
emissions testing; motorcycles; extension (H.B. 2073) – Chapter 235 E 
 
            An emergency measure, effective April 11, 2012, that extends until July 1, 2014, the period 
of time the state has to receive U.S. Environmental Protection Agency approval to exempt 
motorcycles in Area A from vehicle emissions requirements.   
 
I didn’t pay enough fund (NOW: environmental audit privilege) (H.B. 2199) – Chapter 251 
 
 SEE THE BORDER SECURITY, FEDERALISM AND STATE SOVEREIGNTY 
COMMITTEE. 
 
trust land; agricultural classification; algaculture (H.B. 2225) – Chapter 202 
 
 SEE THE COMMERCE AND ENERGY COMMITTEE. 
 
 



 

 

property tax; algaculture (H.B. 2226) – Chapter 220 
 

SEE THE COMMERCE AND ENERGY COMMITTEE. 
 
driver license violations; suspensions (H.B. 2286) – Chapter 252 
 
            Allows a court to dismiss a charge of driving with a suspended license if the suspension is a 
result of a failure to pay a civil traffic violation and the person’s privilege to drive has been 
reinstated. Prohibits, under certain conditions, a law enforcement officer from immobilizing or 
impounding a vehicle if the person’s privilege to drive is valid in Arizona. 
 
watercraft; registration; fees (H.B. 2322) – Chapter 237 
 

Makes various changes to Arizona’s boating statutes.  Restructures boating registration fees 
to comply with federal regulations so that all watercraft owners pay the same registration fee 
regardless of residency. Nonresidents who register their watercraft in Arizona as the principal state of 
operation are required to pay a new infrastructure fee.  

 
healthy forest enterprise incentives; extension (H.B. 2332) – Chapter 331 
 

SEE THE FINANCE COMMITTEE. 
 

public transportation authorities; board membership (H.B. 2347) – Chapter 221 
 
            Adds a community college district representative and an Indian nation representative to an 
intergovernmental public transportation authority’s board of directors if either the district or nation 
are members of the transportation authority, and specifies who will make those appointments.   
 
judicial actions; children; names; redaction (NOW: transportation omnibus) (H.B. 2398) – Chapter 
255 

SEE THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE. 
 

possession of weapons while hunting (NOW: hunting; possession of unauthorized weapons) (H.B. 
2457) – Chapter 225 

 
SEE THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. 
 

vehicle equipment; inspections; farm implements (NOW: farm implements; vehicle equipment; 
inspections) (H.B. 2477) – Chapter 100 
 

Clarifies that the state’s equipment requirements for vehicles on highways do not apply to 
implements of husbandry when they are incidentally moved or operated on public streets or roads. 
Similarly, clarifies that the state’s inspection requirements relating to vehicle equipment do not apply 
to implements of husbandry and other specified vehicles unless the equipment is otherwise required.  

  
technical correction; agricultural improvement districts (NOW: module mover vehicles) (H.B. 2491) 
– Chapter 210 
 
           Makes various changes to the statutes relating to public-private partnerships in transportation. 
Provides for the collection and enforcement of tolls on new highways or roadways in Arizona, as 



 

 

well as on existing high occupancy vehicle lanes that are converted to tolls.   Prescribes 
administrative and civil due process for tollpayers and toll operators.  The legislation also allows the 
Director of the Arizona Department of Transportation to extend the period of time that cotton module 
haulers are authorized to travel on the state’s highways.  
 
pesticide buffer zones; health care (H.B. 2520) – Chapter 101 
 

Clarifies that highly toxic pesticides may be administered on agricultural lands within a one-
quarter mile buffer zone of schools, childcare group homes and child care facilities if there are no 
scheduled activities planned or conducted at those facilities before the pesticide’s safe reentry time. 
Conforms the meaning of health care institution as used in the agricultural buffer zone statute with 
the corresponding health statute.  

 
traffic control signs; state highways (NOW: state highway; signage; nonprofit museum) (H.B. 2543) 
– Chapter 316 E 
 

An emergency measure, effective May 9, 2012, that authorizes the placement of electronic 
outdoor advertising (i.e., digital message-changing billboards) along state highways and interstates, 
subject to specified restrictions. The bill defines an authorized area in the state where electronic 
billboards are permissible including much of metropolitan Phoenix and westward to the Colorado 
River.  The bill also grandfathers existing electronic billboards located outside of the authorized area 
if the existing billboards were legally permitted and operational by May 9, 2012.  

 
Through October 1, 2014, allows the Arizona Department of Transportation to install and 

maintain temporary directional signage on state highways for nonprofit museums that meet specified 
criteria.  

 
game and fish omnibus act. (H.B. 2639) – Chapter 272 
 
           Makes the following changes to game and fish statutes:  1) exempts the Arizona Game and 
Fish Commission (Commission) from the state’s restriction on agency competition with private 
enterprise so that the Commission can sell its goods and services to the public; 2) allows the 
Commission to solicit and accept grants, gifts and donations or other property for any purpose that is 
consistent with game and fish laws; 3) exempts geospatial data that is maintained by the Arizona 
Game and Fish Department (Department) from public records requests (i.e., disclosure and 
inspection) if the information is otherwise provided to the public through online services; 4) exempts 
the Department’s wildlife species location information from public records requests under specified 
circumstances; 5) adds the purchase, acceptance or use of a tag or stamp by fraud or 
misrepresentation to licensing offenses; 6) removes the prohibition on selling nonedible portions of 
bighorn sheep that have been taken after October 1, 2005; 7) exempts, from the state’s laws on 
vehicle equipment requirements, vehicles that are driven by Department enforcement officers who 
are conducting night patrols and investigating night poaching; and 8) clarifies the definition of 
nonresident and resident for purposes of hunting and fishing licensure. 
 
certificate of title; technical correction (NOW: overdimensional loads) (H.B. 2673) – Chapter 164 
 
           Makes the following changes to the statutes governing overdimensional and overweight loads 
and escort vehicles: 1) prohibits the Director of the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) 
from requiring the operator of a vehicle that has obtained a single-trip permit for an overdimensional 
and overweight load to apply for a new permit and pay an additional fee if the actual vehicle and load 



 

 

subsequently are of a lesser dimension or weight; 2) allows operators of vehicles that are transporting 
houseboats and meet other specified criteria to operate under an envelope permit, rather than a 
single-trip overdimensional permit; 3) requires the ADOT Director to adopt rules, including the 
establishment of fees, for envelope permits for vehicles hauling houseboats; 4) decreases, from four 
to three, the minimum number of axles a vehicle must have in order to qualify for an envelope 
permit; and 5) modifies the training and certification requirements of escort vehicle operators relating 
to traffic control techniques.  
 
vehicle insurance; proof shown electronically (H.B. 2677) – Chapter 105 
 
            Allows proof of motor vehicle insurance that is displayed electronically on a wireless 
communication device to serve as satisfactory evidence of insurance. The legislation does not 
authorize law enforcement officers to access other contents in the device. 

 
air quality; dust plan; reports (H.B. 2798) – Chapter 308 
 

SEE THE WATER, LAND USE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE. 
 
voluntary environmental stewardship program (H.B. 2799) – Chapter 169 
 

Establishes the Voluntary Environmental Stewardship Program administered by the Arizona 
Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) to provide recognition and incentives for 
organizations that have a good history of environmental compliance. Requires ADEQ to conduct 
stakeholder meetings with specified parties before developing policies, guidelines or rules for the 
program.  
 
supporting SAFE plan (S.C.M. 1001) 
 
 SEE THE MEMORIALS AND RESOLUTIONS SECTION. 
 
USFS; adequate funding (S.C.M. 1003) 
 
 SEE THE MEMORIALS AND RESOLUTIONS SECTION. 
 
military preservation; land exchanges (S.C.R. 1001)  
 
 SEE THE MEMORIALS AND RESOLUTIONS SECTION. 
 
transportation funding; restore to states (H.C.M. 2004)  

 
 SEE THE MEMORIALS AND RESOLUTIONS SECTION. 

 
LEGISLATION VETOED 

 
state parks revenue fund (H.B. 2362) – VETOED 
 

Establishes the State Parks Revenue Fund (Revenue Fund) for the operation, acquisition and 
capital improvement of state parks.  Consolidates various Arizona State Parks Board (Parks Board) 
funds into the Revenue Fund, which is nonappropriated and nonlapsing. 

 



 

 

In her veto message, the Governor stated the bill does not achieve its intended goal to protect 
Parks Board funding from legislative fund transfers.  

 
A modified version of H.B. 2362 was included as part of the state budget. Refer to S.B. 1532 

for more information. 
 
billboards; changing message; authorization (H.B. 2757) – VETOED 
 

Authorizes the placement of digital message-changing billboards for advertisement purposes 
along state highways and interstates, if the billboard display does not contain any form of animation 
and its messages remain static for at least eight seconds.   

 
In her veto message, the Governor stated the bill jeopardizes the state’s astronomy industry.  

She expressed confidence in the astronomy and the outdoor advertising industries to continue 
working together on legislation this year or next that accommodates new technology while 
preserving astronomy interests in the state. Refers to H.B. 2543 for more information. 
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