U.S. Border Patrol Nationwide Apprehensions

By Citizenship In FY2012

Data includes Deportable Aliens Only
Data Source: EID (Unofficial) as of 10/8/12
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FBI: Arizona
vulnerable
to terror,
trafficking

PHOENIX (AP) —
Arizona offers ample
opportunities for com-
mercial espionage,
terrorism, traffick-
ing and public cor-
ruption because of its
technology sector and
intermational border,
according to the head
of the FBI's Phoenix
District.

Special Agent in
Charge Douglas
Price, who took over
the district in April,
spoke to The Arizona
Republic about the

vulnerabilities of one’

of the country’s most
dynamic districts.
But he declined to get
into specifics about
the threats or efforts
to thwart them, citing
protocol.

“We've got some
things going on,” he
said. “It’s kind of hard
to quantify, because
some of the stuff we're
doing is incremental
and making strides

towards disrupting
something interna-
tionally or nationally,
but I will tell you that
we certainly are in
the forefront.”

The district office is
among the 15 largest
of the FBI’s 56 field of-
fices nationwide.

It oversees satel-
lite offices in Tucson,
Sierra Vista, Yuma,
Lake Havasu City,
Flagstaff and Lake-
side, plus an office in
Gallup, N.M.

Price, 48, took the
top spot in Phoenix
after a 17-year career
that featured posts in
Las Cruces, N.M.; Los
Angeles; Salt Lake
City; Baghdad, Iragq;
Athens, Greece; and
Washington, D.C.

During that tenure,
he took assignments
that concentrated on
gangs, cargo theft,
civil rights violations,

See VULNERABLE, Page A10
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VULNERABLE: 7B/ mission shifted affer Sept. 11

FROM PAGE A1

organized crime and
terrorism.

Price said that the
FBI's overall mission
shifted significantly
since the Sept. 11 ter-
rorist attacks to focus
on counterterrorism
and counterintelli-
gence operations and
that the Phoenix Dis-
trict’s mission shifted
accordingly.

“One of the big
switches from 9/11 was
trying to be more pro-
active and trying to get
in front of things, rath-
er than reactive and
responding to an inci-
dent that happened,” he
said.

In Arizona, those ini-
tiatives largely involve
interaction with high-
tech, aerospace and de-
fense companies.

The state’s science
and technology sec-
tor encompasses thou-
sands of companies,
with products ranging

from semiconductors
to missiles to medical
equipment, according
to the Arizona Technol-
ogy Council.

FBI agents try to
identify threats to
those firms and to
other potential high-
value targets, such as
military installations,
Price said.

The border presents
another set of issues
for the bureau.

“A lot of people look
at the southwest bor-
der in terms.of im-
migration. We logk at
the southwest border a
little differently,” Price
said.

“We look at it in
terms of threats to the
country, people being
able to get through
that southwest border.
What kind of threat are
they going to bring to
us? We look at-how the
Border Patrol or other
agencies are work-
ing on the border. Are

there issues there? We
look at civil rights is-
sues. We look at public
corruption.”

The FBI's toughest
job will be monitor-
ing tactics used by
other agencies, which
increasingly appear
to depend on racial
profiling, said Isabel
Garcia, co-founder and
co-chairwoman of the
immigrant rights orga-
nization Coalicion de
Derechos Humanos.

One of the bureau’s
top priorities along
the border is uncover-
ing public corruption,
Price said.

The money involved
with moving people,
drugs, guns and other

ontraband across
he border presents
temptations for federal
employees. :

The FBI has active
programs along the
border, but Price de-
clined to specify their
purposes or targets.
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Weekend
smuggling
efforts
thwarted

BY DEREK JORDAN
derek.jordan@svherald.com

SIERRA VISTA
— More than 2,500
pounds of marijuana
was seized by U.S Bor-
der Patrol agents in
Cochise County last
weekend as smug-
glers attempted to
take advantage of the
rainy weather.

The first of two in-
cidents in the county
occurred just after
noon on Saturday,
when agents stopped a
Ford pickup truck out
on a remote dirt road
near Whetstone.

After stopping the
vehicle, its driver
attempted to flee
the area on foot,
however, he was
soon apprehended
-and charged with
smuggling narcotics.

Inside the pickup,
agents found 40 bun-
dles of marijuana
weighing 812 pounds,
according to a Border

Patrol press release.
The marijuana and ve-
hicle were seized.

The next day, at
about 7:30 p.m., agents
responded to a report
of possible smuggling
activity in the area of
St. David, where they
saw a Dodge pickup
traveling on a dirt
road with its lights off.

A short time later,
the vehicle was
found abandoned
in a wash, along
with 1,851 pounds of
marijuana inside.

Despite a thorough
search of the area,
agents were unable to
locate the driver.

Upon further in-
spection of the Dodge,
agents found it had
been equipped with
a siren and red and
blue emergency-stvle
lights mounted inside
the grille.

Also found inside
the pickup were a pair

See SMUGGLING, Page A6
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SMUGGLING: Any tips or reports
avout illegal activity are welzome

FROM PAGE A1

of binoculars and night
vision goggles.

The truck and all its
contents were seized.

A third weekend inci-

dent occurred Saturday
morning near the com-
munity of Why, south
of Ajoin Pima County:

Border Patrol
agent was conduct-
ing surveillance in a
remote area when the
agent spotted about 20
people carrying bun-
dles of marijuana on
their backs,

Agents, with help

from a canine unit,
were able to track down
and locate 32 bundles
of marijuana weighing
1,556 pounds. All of the
smugglers managed to
flee the area,

U.8. Customs and
Border Protection wel-
comes tips and reports
of illegal activity from
the community, the re-
lease states.

Anyone who would
like to report suspi-

cious activity can do -

so by calling (877)
872-7435.

All calls wil]
remain confidential.
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NPD gets hig bucks
to fight ‘terrorism” in city

Operation
Stonegarden may
really be about
catching illegal
border-crossers and
seizing dope, but it’s
billed as something
even more Serious.

By Curt Prendergast L
Nogales Infernational

The current city admin-
istration touts Nogales
as “a great little place to
be.” At the same time, its.
police department accepts
hundreds of thousands of
dollars to fight terrorism
within city limits.
The most recent round
of funds was accepted
on Nov. 13, when the
Nogales City Council
approved the receipt e
of $847,000 from the ; s
Department of Homeland
Security to further the
goals of “identifying and
preventing terrorism.”
However, the city’s
slogan may still ring true:
Border Patrol spokesman
Andy Adame said he is
unaware of the agency
ever catching a terror-
ism suspect in Arizona,

and neither the Nogales
Police Department nor
the Santa Cruz County
Sheriff’s Office reported

t hing a conﬁrmed A Photos courtesy of NPD
ever catching Seen here are examples of busts made by the Nogales Police Department working with U.S.
terrorist in the county. Border Patrcl through a funding program known as Operation Stonegarden. The photos are

from an NPD-produced PowerPolnt presentation that boasts in one slide of capturing an im-
See TERROR /Page 7A migrant from Pakistan during a raid at a local hotel.
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The funds are allot-
ted through Operation
Stonegarden, and pay
officers for overtime,
mileage, and to purchase
equipment used to help
Border Patrol’s mission
of securing the border,
Adame said. None of the
Stonegarden money is
used to train local law
enforcement officers to
fight terrorism.

Since 2007, when NPD
first started participating
in the program, the funds
have become so common-
place that they appear
on the council’s consent
agenda reserved for items
the council likely will ap-
prove unanimously.

Although no terrorists
have been caught, city
officials maintain that the
funds are used to target
cross-border criminal
activity that could be
intimately ded to terrorist
activity.

“What does a terrorist
look like?” Chief Derek
Arnson asked rhetori-
cally. “A terrorist could
look like anybody, but
we’re not out targeting
terrorists. We're actually
targeting crime.”

With Stonegarden
funds, NPD officers
detect criminal activity,
detain alleged criminals,
and share the informa-

tion with federal authori-
ties to see if that activity
involves terrorist or drug
cartel organizations, said
Deputy City Manager
John Kissinger.

“If, in the discovery
of that crime it leads to
the uncovering or the
discovering of a terrorist,
then there you have it,”
Arnson said.

In addition, the sheer
number of law enforce-
ment officers in Santa
Cruz County amounts to
“more eyes” on possible
teirorist threats, which
may have deterred terror-
ists from using the area to
enter the United States,
Arnson said.

For at least one critic of
the program, Stonegar-
den is a means to further
militarize immigration
enforcement under the
guise of fighting terror-
ism.

“If you want Stonegar-
den money, you have to
attach it to terrorism,”
said Raymond Micha-
lowski, professor of crimi-
nal justice and criminol-
ogy at Northern Arizona
University and former
board member of the
Border Action Network.
However, the program
serves as a “smokescreen”
for immigration enforce-
ment, he said.

The flow of unauthor-
ized immigrants often is
cast as a way for terrorists
to enter the United Statas

undetected, he said. How-
ever, “the idea that this

is how terrorists would
enter the United States
does not make a whole lot
of sense,” Michalowski
said.

“If you have highly or-
ganized terrorist groups,
they are not going to
engage in the highly risky
activity of illegal crossings
of the border and traips-
ing through the desert,”
he said.

Terrorist groups likely
would use tourist visas to
enter the United States
or they would be “home-
grown” terrorists who
already reside here, he

said.

BP’s goals
-Stonegarden funds are
destined to aid the gener-
al goals of border security,
not just thwarting terror-

ism, Adame said.

However, the primary
focus of Border Patrol
is to fight terrorism and
prevent the entry of
weapons of mass destruc-
tion into the United
States, while still carrying
out the tradidonal roles
of immigration enforce-
ment, he said.

The emphasis on
counter-terrorism is
reflected in the Border
Patrol’s 2012-16 Strategic
Plan, in which terrorism
is listed as the Border
Patrol’s core mission.
Meanwhile, immigration

is only mentioned twice,
in reference to possible
topics of discussion at
Citizens Academies and
to the Immigration and
Naturalization Service,
which was absorbed into
DHS after the. terrorist
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

As part of Operation
Stonegarden, Border
Patrol oversees the mis-
sion of stopping terrorist
activity, and NPD officers
are “there to assist them
in that mission,” Arnson
said.

For example, Border
Patrol agents may advise
NPD that a house or area
needs to be monitored
more intensely on a given
night, he said.

In a “high percentage
of the time,” the houses
turn out to be used by
drug or human smug-
glers, he said. However,
he cited a recent stash
house bust that resulted
in the seizure of AK-47s
and other assault rifles.

“The question is: What
were those guns used
for?” he said, adding that
drug trafficking cartels
themselves could be con-
sidered terrorist organiza-
tons.

While some cartels .
want to “get in and get
out,” others want to “es-
tablish a name and take
over someone else’s terri-
tory,” he said, noting the
presence of “rip crews”
and “bajadores” who

. 175 vehjcte selzures :

~ » More than 9,000 pounds of
mari]uana seized
* $30,000 in currency saizures
+ More than $100,000 worth of
asset forfeltures (residences,
property, equipment)

rob people in the desert.
“That could be percelved
as an act of terrorism,” he
gand. -

For Adame of Border
Patrol, “it’s one and the
same type of activity.”

“Whether you have a
terrorist organization try-
ing to smuggle in, let’s say
some type of weapon of
mass destruction or some
kind of component to it,
they will look no different
than your drug smug-
gler smuggling cocaine,

heroin, or meth through
the desert,” Adame said.
The attempts by NPD
and Border Patrol to
catch criminals and see if
they can provide informa-
tion on terrorist activity is
a needle-in-the-haystack
strategy, Michalowski
said, in which officers
say: “We’ll grab whole
haystacks and maybe we 1
grab the haystack with the

needle.”
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Willcox, Arizona

BP seizes ultra-light marijuana load

Carol Brosder
ARIZONA RANGE NEWS

The Tucson Sector
Border Patrol announced
Friday that its agents re-
cently seized more than
232 pounds of marijuana,
dropped by an ultra-light
near Sunsites.

On Sunday, Oct. 27,
Customs and Border
Protection’s Office of
Air and Marine alerted
Douglas Station Border
Patrol agents of a pos-
sible ultra-light aircraft
in the area, said Spokes-

man Bryan L. Flowers.

Agents used remote
video surveillance
cameras to detect the
ultra-light’and monitor
its location, watching it
make its way across the
border into the United
States, he said.

They then tracked it
north several miles into
the Willcox Station’s
area of responsibility,
where it dropped what
appeared to be several
bundles of suspected nar-
cotics before returning to
Mexico, Flowers said.

Willcox Border Patrol

agents searched the area,
finding what turned out
to be 11 bundles of mari-
juana with a combined
weight of 232.5 pounds,
he said.

As CBP security ef-
forts improve along the
border, criminal organi-
zations attempt to traffic
their illicit cargo using
alternative methods,
including underground
and aerial ventures, said
Flowers, explaining that
it “continues to be vigi-
lant in interdicting these
attempts.”

“This is an example of

how coordinated efforts
using technology are
playing a key role in
preventing illegal activ-
ity along the border,” he
said.

Customs and Border
Protection welcomes
assistance from the com-
munity.

Citizens can report
suspicious activity to the
Border Patrol by calling
toll free at 1-877-872-
7435.

All calls will be *
answered and remain
anonymous.
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_ PORTS AND BORDER

Chinese migrants caught in car trunk at checkpoint

From CBP reports

Nov. 9

* A 24-year-old No-
gales man was arrested
after U.S. Customs and
Border Protection officers
at the Dennis DeCon-
cini Port of Entry found
more than 13 pounds of
methamphetamine, worth
more than $207,000, hid-
den throughout a Scion
sedan he was driving. The
drugs were located in
the rear cargo compart-
ments as well as in the
intake vents near the front
windshield.

The man, whose
identity was not released,

:
was referred to U.S. Im- 14 |
migration and Customs 8
Enforcement’s Homeland
Security Investigations.
The drugs and vehicle
were processed for sei-
zure.

Nov. 8
* Border Patrol agents
arrested three Chinese
nadonals and a U.S.
citizen at the Interstate 19
checkpoint after a dog and
X-ray technology identified
three adults concealed in
the trunk of a sedan being
driven by the U.S. citizen. _
All SUbf.eCtS were pro- Photo courtesy of U.S. Border Patrol l

cessed for prosecution and/ These three Chinese nationals were found in the trunk of a
or removal proceedings Nissan Altlma at the 1-19 checkpolint.
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(BP makes another record-breaking bust at Mariposa

By Curt Prendergast
Nogales International

A pungent odor ema-
nated from the 881 bun-
dles of marijuana stacked
inside the Mariposa Port
of Entry on Tuesday after-
noon as customs officials
unveiled the largest pot
bust in Arizona history.

Speaking in front of
stacks of brown, black,
and clear plastc-wrapped
bundles, officials from
" U.S. Customs and Border
Protection announced
the Nov. 13 seizure of
20,375 pounds of mari-
juana hidden in a load of
fresh squash. The bust
was the second record-
breaker of the year, with a
14,121-pound seizure on
Jan. 15 setting the previ-
ous mark.

“This is, I think, an
indication of the des-
peration on the part of
transnational criminal
organizations to move
their product across the
border,” said Christopher
Maston, executive director

of operations for CBP’s
Office of Field Opera-
tons.

Pedro Corona-Moreno,
32, of Hermosillo, was
arrested after customs of-
ficers pulled over the trac-
tor-trailer he was driving
for secondary inspection
at the Mariposa port. An
examination by an X-ray
machine showed “anoma-
lies” inside the truck and a
dog subsequently alerted
to the presence of mari-
juana, Maston said.

Officials declined to
provide more details on

'Corona-Moreno or his

possible ties with a drug
cartel, citing the ongoing
nature of the investiga-
tion.

The smugglers’ strategy
apparently was to try to
sneak the load in among
the 1,600 trucks that cross
through Mariposa every
day, said CBP’s Nogales
port director Guada-
lupe Ramirez in a side
interview after the press
conference.

The massive flow of
fruits, vegetables, and
parts for the maquila-
dora industry through the
commercial port cre-
ates endcing smuggling
avenues, Ramirez said.
The load busted in Janu-
ary was hidden among
machine parts destined
for a maquiladora, while
the Nov. 13 shipment was
found in a purported load
of produce.

“We have to be selec-
tive, and that’s where the
targeting comes into play
because you don’t want to
slow down commerce,” he
said. “You don’t want to
basically punish legitimate
companies, law-abiding
companies because within
that mix you're looking
for shipments like this.”

The load of marijuana
seized on Nov. 13 will be
destroyed, he said.

Incredibly risky?
Maston credited the

bust to the diligent efforts

of customs officials and

the technological resourc-
es at their disposal.

“I think it’s incredibly
risky for anybody to be-

lieve that they could move

* this amount of narcotcs

through a port of entry,”
Maston said, calling the
bust a “strong message”
about CBP vigilance at
ports of entry.

However, Terry Kirk-
patrick, a Tubac resident
and retired 28-year U.S.
Customs agent, doubted
that assertion.

“I kind of don’t buy
that because they would
not risk that large of an
amount coming in in one
single load,” Kirkpatrick
said, noting that in the
last decade most of the
large marijuana busts have
topped out at about 5,000
pounds.

“They’re not go-
ing to risk an entire
20,000-pound load unless
they thought they had a
sure thing at the port of
entry to bring itin,” he
said.

Rather than an act of
desperation on the part
of a smuggling organiza-
tion, it is more likely that
a customs officer was paid
off and then “something
went wrong,” Kirkpatrick
said.

“It would indicate to me
that there’s a corruption
issue at the port of entry,”
he said.

Due to the ongoing
nature of the investiga-
ton, CBP cannot com-
ment on whether inves-
tigators are looking into
whether a corrupt officer
was involved in the Nov.
13 load, according to
CBP spokesman Victor
Brabble.

However, CBP “does
not tolerate actions that
would tarnish the reputa-
ton of our agency” or
“jeopardizes our border
security,” Brabble wrote in
an email. “CBP will fully
cooperate with any invest-
gations of alleged unlawful
conduct on or off duty, by
any of its employees.

“An overwhelming ma-
jority of CBP employees
and officers perform thei
duties with honor and dis
tinction,” he wrote. The
agency does not tolerate
corruption and works to
“ensure employees adher
to a culture of integrity.”

During his tenure as
a customs agent, Kirk-
patrick said, he regularly
investigated corruption
cases at ports of entry.
When a customs officer 1
paid off, he said, the trucl
carrying the load will use
the officer’s lane to get
through the port of entry
Sorhetimes, smugglers wi
pay off both the officer
working the lane and the
officer working the X-ray
machine in secondary
inspection.

“Nowadays, where
they change up shifts
and automatically move
people around at randorx
the truck might have bee
in progress and the peop
might've got moved
around,” he said.
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Caught with cash, busted for pot

Nogales International

On April 16, an
Arizona Department
of Public Safety officer
seized nearly $350,000
hidden in the spare tire
of a vehicle driven by
Ceferino Moroyoqui-
Cota in Tucson.

Three months later,
when Moroyoqui, 2
4]-year-old native
of Imuris, Sonora
tried to drive into the
United States through
the Mariposa Port of
Entry in a 1997 Chevy
pickup, a computer

referral raised the alarm
for a U.S. Customs

and Border Protection
officer.

The officer sent Mo-
royoqui for a second-
ary inspection, where
another CBP officer
thought the back seat
of the truck felt “overly
firm,” according to
court documents. After
a CBP drug dog named
Chen alerted to the
seat, the officer inserted
a probe, which report-
edly extracted a green
leafy substance.

The officers later

removed 14 packages of
marijuana that weighed
a total of 93 pounds.

The case was referre
to the Santa Cruz
County Attorney’s
Office, and Moroyo-
qui eventually pleaded
guilty to one count of
solicitation/unlawful
transportation of mari-
juana for sale, a Class 3
felony.

On Nov. 4, Judge
James A. Soto of Santa
Cruz County Superior
Court sentenced him
to two years in state
prison.

SENTRI member

CBP news briefs

caught with meth

A Mexican man with
“trusted-traveler” status
in the United States was
arrested last Wednesday
in Nogales for allegedly
attempting to smuggle
nearly $548,000 worth of
methamphetamine into
the country.

Guadalupe Loaiza-
Bastidas, 49, had his
membership in the Secure
Electronic Network for
Traveler’s Rapid Inspec-
tion (SENTRI) program
revoked by U.S. Customs
and Border Protection
after he and the 31-year-
old driver of his Toyota
van were caught with
more than 35 pounds of
meth concealed in the rear
nside panels of the van.

The vehicle and drugs
ire being processed
‘or seizure. Loaiza was
eferred to U.S. Im-
nigration and Customs
Tnforcement’s Homeland
security Investigations,
vhile the driver was
eleased.

SENTRI allows
nembers access to a
ledicated commuter lane
hat expedites the inspec-
ion process for low-risk
ravelers. Qualification
or the program requires

an extensive background
check and in-person
interview. In Nogales, the
Dennis DeConcini Port of
Entry has SENTRI lanes
for vehicles and pedes-

etaeen Tha AMarlasr oare

Photo/U.S. Customs and Border Protection
CBP officers found packages of cocaine hidden under the
back seat of a Toyota sedan.

offers SENTRI access for
edestrians.

“SENTRI members
are treated with a higher
level of trust, but are not
exempt from inspection,”
said Port Director Guada-
lupe Ramirez. “Violations
such as drug smuggling
will not be tolerated.
Those attempting to ex-
ploit the program will be
prosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law, regard-
less of whether they enter
through SENTRI lanes or
other crossing lanes.”

Man had cocaine
hidden in sedan

A Mexican man was
arrested last Thursday at
the Dennis DeConcini
Port of Entry for allegedly

attempting to smuggle
nearlv 32 nounds of

cocaine into the United
States.

U.S. Customns and
Border Protection says
its officers referred the
21-year-old man for an
additional inspection of
his Toyota sedan. After a
drug dog alerted to the
presence of drugs under
the vehicle’s back seat
and in the trunk, officers
removed 10 packages of
cocaine worth almost
$287,000.

The drugs and vehicle
were processed for sei-
zure. The suspect, whose
name was not released,
was turned over to U.S.
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement’s Homeland
Security Investigations.
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Man caught at RR stash house gets 2.5 years

Nogales International

A Mexican man who
was arrested while guard-
ing nearly 2,500 pounds
of marijuana at a stash
house in Rio Rico has
been sentenced to 2.5
years in state prison.

Jose Luis Dominguez
de la Rosa, 46, of Santa
Cruz, Sonora, was one of
two men arrested follow-
ing a “knock-and-talk”
on June 18 at a residence
on Adobe Court that
resulted in the seizure of
2,499 pounds of pot and
three firearms — including
a submachine gun. The
case against his co-defen-
dant, Paul Chavez-Por-
tillo, 25, of Los Mochis,
Sinaloa, is still pending
at Santa Cruz County
Superior Court.

Both men were initially

charged with one count
each of possession mari-
juana for sale, and posses-
sion/use of a weapon in a
drug offense. Dominguez
subsequently pleaded
guilty to one count of so-
licitation/unlawful trans-
portation of marijuana for
sale, a Class 4 felony. On
Nov. 4, Judge James A.
Soto sentenced him to the
prison term.

According to a pre-sen-
tence memo filed Oct. 31
by defense attorney Maria
Davila, Dominguez was
approached in June by
someone who offered him
$4,000 to guard a stash
house in Rio Rico. “In a
hugely regrettable lapse
in judgment, Mr. Domin-
guez accepted the offer,”

Davila wrote.

He went to the house
knowing only that here

was marfjuana inside, but
not knowing how much,
she wrote. “His inten-
tion was to do only the

discrete task he was given,

staying at the house and

watching over the content

until he was instructed
that his job was complete
and he would be paid.”

According to Da-
vila, Dominguez had no
prior criminal history
and had turned down
several previous offers to
get involved in the drug-
smuggling trade. Finan-
cial troubles were what
eventually drove him to
take the job in Rio Rico.

“It was a marked devia-
tion from an otherwise

ood and law-abiding

life,” she wrote.

In a news release issued
at the time of the bust,
U.S. Immigration and

Customs Enforcement
(ICE) said the Santa Cruz
County Sheriff’s Office
had received a telephone
tip that the home on Ado-
be Court was being used
as a staging point for drug
smuggling. Members of
the ICE-led HIDTA Task
Force then went to the
home at around 11 p.m.
on June 18.

“Task force members

Jose Dominguez

e

Photos/U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
Authorities found nearly 2,500 pounds of marijuanain the
house that Dominguez and another man were guarding.

initated surveillance on
the house and observed

- Dominguez de la Rosa

and Chavez-Portillo
walking out the back
door. When investiga-
tors attempted to ques-
tion them, the pair took
off running, but the men
were quickly apprehend-

ed,” the ICE release said.
After obtaining a search
warrant, the agents en-
tered the house and found
the marijuana stacked in
bales, as well as a 9mm
semi-automatic pistol, a
9mm submachine gun,
a .22-caliber rifle and 57
rounds of ammunition.
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Border Patrol seizes $3.4 million of marijuana in 5 days

TUCSON, Ariz. — Tucson Sector Border Patrol seized more than 6,937 pounds of marijuana during
a five-day span worth more than $3.4 million.

The first seizure occurred Friday in Paradise Valley, Ariz., when agents assigned to the West Desert
Task Force recovered 1,029 pounds of marijuana in close proximity to an abandoned GMC Yukon.
No suspects were located. (photos available).

Saturday, at the Highway 80 checkpoint, agents arrested a U.S. citizen attempting to smuggle 17.5
pounds of marijuana concealed inside the rear cab wall/bulkhead of a black Chevrolet truck. (photos
available).

Later that evening, Tucson Sector agents found 37 bundles of marijuana, weighing more than 1,800
pounds, on the Tohono O’odham Nation near the village of Menagers. An extensive search of the
area was conducted but no subjects were located.

The WDTF remained busy with multiple seizures throughout the weekend. Agents assigned to the
WDTF uncovered 16 bundles of marijuana Sunday, weighing 725 pounds, after detecting and
following ATV tracks near Cockelburr, Ariz. (photos available). The following day, agents seized
more than 1,020 pounds of marijuana near Mile Marker 150 on Interstate 8. During this incident
agents discovered the narcotics while following ATV tracks in a wash that led to three abandoned
ATVs loaded with large burlap bundles of marijuana. The ATVs and narcotics were seized. No
suspects were arrested. (photos available).

Tuesday, Tucson Sector agents confiscated more than 2,300 pounds of marijuana from a GMC
Sierra pick-up truck near Sonoita, Ariz. After an agent attempted to stop the vehicle, the driver failed
to yield. Instead, he accelerated and subsequently drove through a fence before coming to a stop.
The driver then absconded from the scene on foot. Agents searched the truck and discovered 100
bundles of marijuana inside the cab and bed. The seizure was valued at almost $1.2 million. An
extensive search of the area failed to locate the driver. (photos available).

The U.S. citizen apprehended at the Highway 80 checkpoint is being presented for prosecution. All
drugs and vehicles were processed for seizure in accordance with Tucson Sector guidelines.

The West Desert Task Force is a joint initiative between U.S. Border Patrol, U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement’s Homeland Security Investigations, and the Pinal County Sheriff's Office to
combat narcotics trafficking in Arizona’s west desert region. The task force is sponsored by the
High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area and Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force, and
works in association with the Alliance to Combat Transnational Threats.
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